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PROCEEDINGS. 


Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  August  20,  1895. 

At  the  Convention  headquarters  (the  Alvin  Theatre),  the  members 
of  the  Society  of  American  Florists  and  their  ladies  were  welcomed  upon 
their  arrival  bv  representatives  of  the  Pittsburgh  and  Allegheny  Florists' 
and  Gardeners'  Club.  The  interior  of  the  building  was  resplendent  with 
flowers  and  foliage.  Palms,  ferns,  araucarias  and  other  decorative  plants 
were  grouped  about  the  platform,  and  two  vases  of  handsome  roses  ap- 
peared on  the  table.  The  foyer  and  adjacent  galleries  were  occupied 
with  the  trade  exhibit. 

PRELIMINARIES. 

Prior  to  the  formal  convention  proceedings,  President  A.  W.  Ben- 
nett, of  the  local  club,  cordially  welcomed  all  the  visiting  members  of 
the  Society  of  American  Florists,  and  announced  the  opening  of  the 
session  with  prayer. 

Rev.  J.  Schaefer,  of  Allegheny,  invoked  the  divine  guidance  in 
the  deliberations  of  the  Convention,  and  that  "  the  spirit  of  truth 
might  be  present  in  the  contemplation  of  those  things  which  the  Al- 
mighty had  made  beautiful  and  glorious  as  a  manifestation  of  his  divine 
goodness  and  mercy." 

Hon.  B.  McKenna,  Mayor  of  Pittsburgh,  upon  being  introduced, 
delivered  the  formal  address  of  welcome.  After  receiving  a  round  of 
applause,  the  Mayor  said  :  — 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen.  —  It  seems  strange  for  a 
representative  of  the  city  of  Pittsburgh  to  appear  in  this  place,  before 
an  audience  of  persons  interested  in  the  culture  of  flowers.  Pittsburgh- 
ers  are  more  noted  for  the  information  they  have  on  iron  and  coal. 
Therefore,  for  me  to  speak  to  you  upon  a  subject  so  novel  to  me  as  that 
of  a  tender  flower,  would  be  almost  impossible.  For  that  reason  I  have 
confined  what  I  have  to  say  to  a  few  remarks  of  welcome,  which  I  have 
prepared. 

When  your  committee  asked  me  to  come  here  and  extend  to  you  a 
welcome  to  "the  city  of  wage-earners,"  of  men  who  follow  literally 
the  divine  injunction,  "  by  the  sweat  of  thy  brow  shalt  thou  eat  bread," 
they  gave  me  a  pleasant  task.  When  you  visit  our  manufacturing 
establishments  or  the  residences  of  our  employers  and  employes,  you 
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will  find  not  only  a  city  of  workers  but  a  city  of  beautiful  homes  ;  and,  I 
trust,  that  when  you  depart,  you  will  carry  with  you  to  your  homes 
pleasant  recollections  of  your  visit.  I  assure  you  that  you  are  very 
welcome  ;  and  the  freedom  of  the  city  is  given  to  you.  Your  committee 
will  show  you  the  points  of  interest  in  and  about  the  city,  so  that  your 
visit  may  be  made  as  attractive  and  profitable  as  possible,  and  that  you 
may  want  to  come  here  again. 

Chairman  Bennett  announced  that  arrangements  had  been  made  for 
an  additional  address  of  welcome,  by  Hon.  H.  I.  Gourley,  Comptroller  of 
Pittsburgh,  but  that  sickness  had  prevented  the  attendance  of  that 
gentleman. 

Mr.  Grove  P.  Rawsost,  of  Elmira,  X.  Y.,  made  the  formal  re- 
sponse to  the  Mayor's  welcome,  in  the  following  humorous  and  pertin- 
ent remarks.  He  said  :  — City  Fathers  of  Pittsburgh  and  Allegheny,  or 
is  it  "the  Greater  Pittsburgh"  which  you  represent?  Well,  be  that 
as  it  may,  so  that  prosperity  and  righteousness  attend  you,  and  may 
peace  be  within  your  borders  —  greeting.  "  One  touch  of  nature  makes 
the  whole  world  kin,"  the  poet  sings  ;  and  a  hearty  welcome  always 
touches  the  right  spot  and  makes  the  visitor  at  once  to  feel  at  home. 

A  western  Mayor  welcomed  an  acquaintance  of  bis  on  a  visit,  thus  : 
"  Veil,  veil,  Schneider,  is  dot  j'ou,  mein  herr?  How  you  vos,  niy  goot 
vrend  ?  Xow  shust  make  yourself  at  home  effryvheres,  novheres, 
wherever  you  vos  nicht.  Und  it  dond  make  a  pit  o'  tifference  to  some- 
body. Go  vereyou  likes;  tink  what  you  blease,  and  say  nodings  apout  it, 
for  I  hav  give  you  some  freedoms  of  dot  city^.  I  vos  most  glad  to  schen 
sie  mein  liber  herr."     [Merriment.] 

I  feel  assured  that  the  Society  of  American  Florists  will  justly  ap- 
preciate and  enjoy  the  privileges  extended  to  us,  both  as  a  body  and  as 
individual  members.  Undoubtedly  we  will  have  "a  perfectly  lovely 
time,"  as  the  little  girl  said  about  her  first  party  ;  some  way  I  feel  sorry 
for  the  stay-at-homes  —  don't  you?  Kindness  and  good  will  are  the 
strongest  cement,  and  unite  even  opposing  factions.  Florists,  however, 
are  united  to  a  man  ;  and  there  is  a  woman  in  the  case,  besides — a 
whole  lot  of  'em,  as  per  statistics.  Ordinarily,  along  back  we  have  been 
pretty  well  content  with  a  homeopathic  dose  of  welcome,  faithfully  ad- 
ministered, but  on  this  occasion  we  partake  of  the  most  vigorous  alo- 
pathic  treatment,  well  rubbed  in.  According  to  my  notion,  the  latter  is 
much  more  heroic  and  highly  satisfactory.  If  any  of  us  have  come  here 
at  all  out  of  sorts,  sick  or  discouraged,  I  am  sure  convalescence  will  be 
both  speedy  and  rapid.  A  quack  doctor  says  that  convalescence  is  not 
much  of  an  ailment,  that  the  most  serious  case  can  be  cured  in  twenty- 
four  hours.  It  would  take  less  time  than  that  in  Pittsburgh,  I  fancy. 
Pardon  me  —  a  paradox.  Some  one  has  said  that  a  good  definition  for 
paradox  would  be  two  physicians — pair  o'doc's. 
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While  listening  to  Mayor  McKenua  and  trying  desperately  hard  to 
remember  all  the  good  thing  he  has  promised  us  at  Pittsburgh,  said  I 
to  myself,  said  I,  "I  am  glad  I  came;"  and  Mayor  Kennedy,  of 
Allegheny,  if  he  had  been  present,  would  have  emphasized  and  clinched 
the  argument  with  added  good  will  ;  and  Comptroller  Gourley  would 
doubtless  have  rendered  a  good  account  of  himself  if  he  had  been  present. 
As  it  is,  we  have  the  Honorable  Mayor  of  Pittsburgh,  who  represents 
"  the  Greater  Pittsburgh."  We  all  know  that  these  gentlemen  represent 
honor  and  honesty  to  a  rare  degree.  It  is  proverbial  and  greatly  to  their 
credit  —  no  matter  who  said  it.  We  cannot  say  as  much  for  all  city 
governments.  As  a  rule,  the  standard  of  today  isn't  raised  high  enough 
to  get  a  fair  breeze  ;  and  its  sadly  blurred  motto  reads  :  "Be  honest  if 
you  can,  yet  get  there  anyhow.''''  But  you,  honorable  gentlemen  (ad- 
dressing the  Mayor  and  his  associates) ,  occupy  your  positions  of  trust 
because  of  courage  to  face  convictions  and  uphold  true  principles.  So  I 
say  to  you,  representatives  of  Pittsburgh  and  Allegheny,  City  Fathers, 
Vice-President  Reineman,  Chairman  Bennett,  Gardeners'  and  Florists' 
Club  —  one  and  all  —  what  with  your  solos  and  full  chorus,  you  have  got 
'•  Welcome"  up  to  a  high  pitch.  I  feel  I  cannot  equally  respond;  I  should 
certainly  make  a  break  of  it,  and  would  much  dislike  to  strike  a  false 
note.  You  spell  "  Welcome,"  with  big  letters,  all  capitals.  And  it  is  a 
capital  idea,  too.  I  trust  we  shall  do  full  justice  to  it.  The  executive 
body  of  the  Society  of  American  Florists  have  already  proven  your  free- 
hearted hospitality.  We  rejoice  once  more  to  be  sheltered  within  your 
gates.  I  am  thoroughly  convinced  that  the  Pittsburgh  meeting  of  the 
Society  of  American  Florists  will  be  a  grand  success,  and  will  score  high 
in  the  annals  of  our  Society  for  good  work  accomplished,  progressive- 
ness  and  healthy  growth  of  all  our  best  interests  as  an  organization  de- 
voted to  commercial  floriculture. 

There  is  a  good  deal  of  sentiment  in  our  business  as  a  craft,  often 
more  sentiment  than  cents,  plus  dollars.  Better  times  would  give  us 
more  dollars  and  cents.  We  florists  swear  by  the  principle  that  he  who 
does  not  love  flowers  is  an  off-shoot,  blind,  obsolete,  and  is  decidedly  out 
of  date  for  this  day  and  generation.  He  is  "  von  bad  mon  "  and  hath  no 
music  in  himself.  Such  a  one  is  only  "  fit  for  treason,  stratagem  and 
spoils  ;  the  emotions  of  his  spirit  are  dull  as  night ;  his  affections  dark 
as  Erebus.     Let  no  such  man  be  trusted." 

Of  all  classes  who  dote  on  flowers  the  lover  takes  the  palm,  as  far  as 
the  florist  is  concerned,  and  is  the  best  paying  customer  the  business  has 
on  its  books,  provided  you  can  collect  his  due  bills.  "  All  the  world 
loves  a  lover,"  even  if  he  does  "  sigh  like  a  furnace."  That  is  about 
the  sighs  of  it,  if  you  can  believe  Shakespeare  or  Bacon.  He  is  gener- 
ally speechless  as  well  ;  therefore,  has  to  employ  the  language  of  flowers 
to  declare  his  passion,  and  is  wiser  than  he  knows.  He  sends  his  fair 
enamorita  poses,  sweet  violets  and  roses,  and  tries  to  tell  her  that  she  is 
his  rosy-posy  and  a  lot  more  just  such  stuff.     After  they  are  married  she 


8  PROCEEDINGS  OF  ELEVENTH  CONVENTION, 

will  be  mighty  lucky  to  get  even  a  few  pinks  occasionally,  unless  she 
buys  the  flowers  herself.  But  the  florist  isn't  to  blame  for  that  state  of 
things  and  is  quite  sorry  enough  to  lose  a  good  customer.  Dull  times  or 
not,  there  are  always  some  lovers  in  the  market,  thank  fortune  !  Cupid 
and  the  florists  are  good  friends,  mind  you.  Perhaps  Cupid  gets  a  com- 
mission, ten  per  cent,  off  for  cash,  for  new  customers — who  knows? 
Cupid  deals  in  the  tricks  of  the  trade  and  is  first  cousin  to  cupidity. 
And. how  he  does  lord  it  over  people  who  cannot  help  themselves,  the 
rascal.     Even  the  new  woman  is  not  proof  against  his  experience. 

You  have  doubtless  heard  of  the  Washington  chap  who  purchased 
some  roses  of  a  florist,  and  then,  farther  down  the  street,  bought  some 
underwear,  and  put  a  note  in  the  wrong  box  :  "  Please  wear  these 
for  my  sake."  But  she  didn't  lof  him  ennjf  for  that  ;  and  the  story  goes 
that  they  are  not  as  good  friends  as  they  used  to  was.  Better  trust  the 
florist  to  "do  the  thing  up  brown."  He  seldom  makes  mistakes  and 
generally  gets  there  sooner,  if  not  later.  The  florist  never  puts  off  until 
tomorrow  that  which  should  have  been  done  day  before  yesterday.  He 
is  better  posted  than  the  newspapers  as  to  society  items.  The  florist 
goes  in  the  best  society.  He  is  right  at  home  in  the  parlor,  the  drawing- 
room  and  around  the  festive  board.  He  can  decorate  a  dining  table  with 
the  most  exquisite  taste.  Indeed,  he  has  the  ability,  and  is  more  than 
capable  to  occupy  a  whole  table  himself,  so  well  does  he  u  nderstand  the 
wonderful  art  of  gastronomy. 

The  florist  knows  of  every  likely  engagement  and  can  tell  you  the 
date  of  the  wedding  long  before  Mrs.  Grundy  knows  anything  about  it. 
And  it  takes  a  smart  man  to  get  ahead  of  Dame  Rumor.  The  florist  can 
keep  a  secret  better  than  a  woman,  although  he  is  often  accused  of 
letting  "  the  cat  out  of  the  bag,"  wheu  she  did  it  herself.  "  Oh,  dose 
vimmens,"  the  Dutch  gardener  said.  I  sent  him  around  to  do  some 
work  for  a  lady,  and  I  judge  she  kept  her  eye  on  him  all  the  time.  Brown 
would  bear  watching.  When  he  returned  I  asked  him  how  he  got  along. 
He  replied:  "  Oh,  pootygoot,  pooty  goot,  but  Oh,  dose  vimmens,  close 
vimmens  I  "  I  have  seen  the  time  when  I  could  sympathize  with  Brown 
myself.  "  Oh,  dose  vimmens  !  "  And  yet  I  have  the  greatest  respect  for 
the  dear  ladies.  Bless  me,  where  would  our  business  be  without  them  ? 
I  sincerely  hope  the  florist  will  find  favor  with  the  new  woman. 

The  true  florist  is  a  gentleman,  of  course  ;  a  scholar,  to  be  sure  ;  an 
artist,  not  color  blind  ;  a  Jack  of  all  trades  and  master  of  them  all.  He 
is  a  Xapoleon  without  any  drawback  like  St.  Helena  to  cut  short  his  career 
of  usefulness.  There  is  a  good  deal  of  "  go  "  to  the  typical  florist;  and  we 
are,  all  of  us,  ready  to  go  wherever  he  will  take  us  —  say,  to  your  splendid 
park  system.  We  are  already  acquainted  with  your  genial  superin- 
tendent, Mr.  Bennett ;  and  the  grand  conservatories  will  interest  us  to 
a  man  —  and  woman.  Long  may  the  tree  ferns  unfold  their  graceful 
fronds  and  wave  over  the  beneficent  spirit  which  put  them  there  ! 

And  there  is  the  completed  Carnegie  library,  I  suppose,  and  other 
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points  of  peculiar  interest,  not  to  mention  the  greater  business  interest 
for  which  Pittsburgh  is  famous.  The  public  gifts  to  the  city  of  Pittsburgh 
from  large-hearted  donors  are  noble  and  enduring  monuments  of  gener- 
ous public  spirit,  of  which  you  may  well  be  proud.  I  cannot  really  say 
whether  Pittsburgh  is  a  beautiful  city  or  not.  What  if  it  is  dubbed 
••  the  smoky  city,"  wouldn't  any  other  city  be  proud  to  possess  the  same 
bee-hive  of  industry  and  own  the  busy  hum  within  your  confines?  For 
the  manufacture  of  iron,  steel  and  glass  Pittsburgh  can  "dust"  the 
whole  United  States,  yes,  and  the  continent. 

We  are  here  assembled  at  this  time  as  a  representative  body  of 
florists,  to  retail  our  experience  at  wholesale  rates,  less  the  usual  dis- 
count for  prompt  action.  We  are  grateful  for  our  pleasant  quarters  and 
all  that  has  been  done  for  our  comfort  and  convenience.  We  cordially 
invite  you  to  be  present  at  the  reception,  this  evening,  in  honor  of  our 
President,  Mr.  Edwin  Lonsdale,  of  Philadelphia,  where  you  will  have 
the  opportunity  to  shake  hands  and  become  acquainted  with  one  of  the 
worthiest  members  of  our  craft,  every  inch  a  man,  high-minded,  courte- 
ous, an  honor  to  our  profession  and  a  noble  citizen  of  the  city  of  Broth- 
erly Love.     Long  life  to  him  ! 

The  Society  of  American  Florists,  individually  and  collectively, 
thank  you,  kind  friends,  for  your  gracious  courtesy  and  earnest  welcome. 
So  say  we,  all  of  us.    So  say  we,  all  of  us.     [Long  continued  applause.] 

THE   PRESIDENT'S   ADDRESS. 

At  this  point  the  regular  session  of  the  Convention  began,  and 
President  Lonsdale,  upon  coming  forward,  was  heartily  applauded. 
He  proceeded  at  once  with  the  delivery  of  the  President's  address,  the 
reading  of  which  was  interspersed  with  and  followed  by  applause.  The 
address  was  as  follows  :  — 

Members  and  Friends  of  the  Society  of  American  Florists, —  We  have 
again  assembled  under  very  favorable  auspices  to  transact  such  business 
as  may  come  before  this  Convention  —  the  eleventh  since  our  organiza- 
tion. The  hearty  words  of  welcome  to  which  we  have  just  listened  must 
have  an  inspiring  influence  upon  our  deliberations  when  considering  the 
various  questions  that  will  come  before  us  during  the  few  days  which  we 
will  spend  in  this  hospitable  city  of  Pittsburgh;  and  I  am  sure  we  will  go 
away  feeling  that  the  time  has  not  only  been  profitably  but  well  spent 
during  our  brief  stay  here. 

We  cannot  fail  to  be  benefited  by  coming  in  contact  with  these 
broad-minded  men  of  Pittsburgh,  who  are  continually  planning  and 
carrying  out  noble  deeds  for  the  benefit  of  the  people.  Note  the  grand 
scale  upon  which  the  glass  structures  are  being  built  for  the  benefit  of 
the  public  in  this  city,  and  how  the  plants  and  flowers,  occupying  these 
notable  buildings,  are  being  grown  to  interest  not  only  people  of  leisure 
and  the  brain-workers,  but  the  industrious  artisans  also.     Public  gardens 
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and  public  conservatories  are  too  often  conducted  only  in  the  interest  of 
science.  Not  that  I  have  one  word  to  say  against  this  plan  of  conducting 
public  institutions,  but  more  consideration  I  have  often  thought  migbt, 
with  justice,  be  extended  to  the  every-day  people. 

It  would  take  up  too  much  of  our  time  to  give  even  a  brief  outline  of 
what  has  been  accomplished  during  the  ten  years  of  the  existence  of  this 
Society;  besides,  its  history  and  doings  during  that  period  are  well  known 
to  most  of  those  present;  especially  does  this  apply  to  those  who  have 
been  in  close  touch  with  its  workings  since  its  inception.  We  may,  how- 
ever, be  pardoned,  I  hope,  if  reference  is  made  to  one  or  two  of  the 
benefits  to  florists  in  general  which  would  not  have  been  accomplished,  I 
think,  in  any  other  way  than  under  the  auspices  of  the  Society  of  Amer- 
ican Florists. 

The  hail  insurance  idea  was  one  of  the  strong  features  in  the  pros- 
pectus which  brought  this  Society  into  existence,  yet  many  of  us  can  well 
remember  in  those  early  days  what  apathy  there  was  in  some  quarters  to 
overcome,  and  opposition  in  others.  The  good  work,  commenced  in 
Cincinnati,  came  very  nearly  being  frustrated  in  Philadelphia,  though 
accidentally,  I  believe.  I  remember  it  well.  It  was  at  the  evening  ses- 
sion following  that  eventful  afternoon  which  the  Society  and  its  friends 
spent  so  pleasantly  as  the  guests  of  the  late  George  W.  Childs  at  his 
country  home  at  "  Wootton."  It  was  nearly  nine  o'clock  when  the  meet- 
ing organized  to  consider  hail  insurance,  whereupon  a  motion  was  made 
and  carried  for  the  purpose,  ostensibly,  of  giving  those  who  felt  disposed 
to  do  so  an  opportunity  to  examine  the  exhibits  which  were  displayed  in 
the  lower  hall.  The  convention  hall  soon  presented  the  appearance  that 
it  was  in  danger  of  being  rapidly  emptied,  when  a  friend  of  hail  insur- 
ance, who  had  done  good  work  in  the  cause,  confidentially  stated  to  a  lew 
nearby  friends  that  the  idea  of  giving  prominence  to  the  trade  exhibit  at 
that  time  was  only  a  ruse  brought  forward  to  defeat  the  object  of  the 
meeting,  whereupon  a  few  of  the  faithful  went  earnestly  to  work  and 
succeeded  in  turning  what  appeared  likely  to  be  a  stampede  into  a  most 
successful  meeting,  and  saving  the  day;  a  reorganization  was  soon  ef- 
fected, and  one  of  the  most  fruitful  meetings  for  good  to  the  craft  was 
held  after  nine  o'clock  that  evening.  We  regret,  however,  to  learn  that 
quite  a  number  of  the  members  of  the  Hail  Insurance  Association  are  not 
members  of  the  Society  of  American  Florists. 

A  committee  was  appointed  at  the  last  meeting,  held  in  Atlantic 
City,  X.  J.,  to  take  into  consideration  what  relationships  should  exist  be- 
tween the  parent  and  auxiliary  societies,  which  we  have  no  doubt  has 
given  the  subject  due  consideration,  and  which  can  safely  be  left  to  the 
members  of  the  Society  for  final  action. 

It  was  during  the  second  year  of  the  existence  of  the  Society  that  by 
vigorous  and  well-directed  effort  the  Executive  Committee  succeeded  in 
causing  the  defeat  of  a  bill  proposing  to  double  the  rate  of  postage  on 
fourth  class  matter,  which  included  plants,  bulbs,  etc.,  and,  not  satisfied 
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with  defeating  the  bill,  were  instrumental  in  having  a  bill  introduced  and 
passed  actually  reducing  the  cost  of  postage  on  articles  usually  handled 
by  tlorists. 

At  a  much  later  date  a  committee,  acting  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Society  of  American  Florists,  succeeded  in  securing  from  the  express 
companies  a  reduction  in  their  regular  carrying  rates  from  the  various 
points,  all  which  shows  the  benefits  of  an  organization  like  this,  which  is 
banded  together  for  the  good  of  all  who  are  interested,  not  only  in 
floriculture,  but  horticulture  in  general.  All  that  has  been  done  in  the 
past  is  preparatory  to  what  is  to  be  striven  for  in  the  future. 

This  Society  has  been  singularly  free  from  cliques,  or  a  ring,  and  I 
trust  it  may  always  remain  so. 

Active  minds  have  ever  been  on  the  alert,  endeavoring  to  formulate 
plans  for  its  greater  efficiency  which,  if  conceived  aright,  when  put  into 
successful  operation  will  undoubtedly  benefit  every  branch  of  horticul- 
ture. For  some  time  past  an  idea  has  been  running  through  the  minds 
of  many  of  our  best  members  to  the  effect  that  this  Society  should  hold 
the  same  relationship  to  the  numerous  florists'  clubs  in  the  country  as 
the  grand  lodges  do  in  the  various  mystic  or  secret  societies  and  benefi- 
cial organizations,  but  so  far  nothing  definite  has  been  proposed.  Per- 
sonally I  do  not  favor  the  idea.  Were  it  practical  and  possible  I  would 
prefer  to  see  every  devotee  to  horticulture  assembled  with  us  today. 
The  more  the  better. 

What  we  must  have  in  this  Convention  is  strict  attention  to  business 
during  the  business  sessions,  and  let  him  who  is  overflowing  with  wis- 
dom watch  his  opportunity  to  impart  it.  We  are  all  here  anxiously  wait- 
ing for  crumbs  of  comfort  iu  the  way  of  information  that  will  make  two 
first-class  American  Beauties  grow  where  only  one  grew  before,  and  we 
are  also  here  expecting  to  listen  to  practical  propositions  from  retailers, 
cut-flower  dealers,  and  plant  decorators,  as  so  far  they  have  uot  taken  so 
active  a  part  in  the  workings  of  the  Society  as  they  are  capable  of  doing 
and  ought  to  do.  We  certainly  cannot  get  along  very  far  without  their 
hearty  cooperation. 

There  is  one  little  matter  connected  with  the  conduct  of  a  convention 
which  is  scarcely  realized  by  the  majority  of  the  members  who  come  here, 
and  that  is,  the  difficulty  which  is  experienced  in  securing  the  best  talent 
available  in  the  profession  to  prepare  essays  to  be  read  here,  and  to  an- 
swer questions  appertaining  to  the  business.  Some  of  our  brightest 
minds  declined  to  do  so  on  the  grounds  that  the  conventions  are  so  poor- 
ly attended.  And  it  certainly  is  very  discourteous  on  the  part  of  mem- 
bers thus  absenting  ourselves  from  the  meeting,  when  our  presence  alone 
would  inspire  specialists  to  make  their  greatest  efforts.  There  is  not  one 
among  us  but  what  can  aid  the  good  work  that  we  have  in  hand,  either 
by  speaking  on  the  subject,  adding  knowledge,  or  by  our  presence  here 
to  fill  the  vacant  seats,  which  heretofore  have  been  only  too  often  appar- 
ent at  our  meetings.     I  hope  that  we  will  notice  an  improvement  in  that 
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respect  here  in  Pittsburgh,  as  it  is  our  duty  to  encourage  those  who  have 
spent  many  anxious  and  thoughtful  hours  in  preparing  papers,  etc.,  for 
our  especial  benefit;  and,  as  it  is  never  too  late  to  mend,  let  us  from  this 
time  on  make  a  good  resolution  and  stick  to  it  through  all  future  conven- 
tions to  pay  strict  attention  to  all  that  is  going  on  during  the  business 
sessions.  Ample  time  is  generally  allowed  between  sessions  for  all  those 
who  wish  to  examine  the  exhibits,  and  to  visit  the  various  points  of  in- 
terest which  are  to  be  seen  in  all  cities,  so  that  there  is  really  no  excuse 
for  any  of  us  to  absent  ourselves  from  these  meetings  where  the  actual 
work  of  the  Convention  is  being  carried  on. 

It  rests  with  us  as  members  whether  the  Society  of  American  Florists 
is  doing  that  amount  of  good  of  which  it  is  capable.  Too  many  of  us 
think  when  it  is  too  late  what  might  have  been  done,  and  are  not  imbued 
with  the  necessary  public  spirit  to  make  just  a  little  self-sacrifice  for  the 
good  of  all.  What  we  need  in  this  organization  is  broad-minded  earnest 
workers  and  not  sophists  and  schemers. 

It  is  of  course  the  desire  of  every  person  present,  in  fact  every  mem- 
ber of  the  Society  of  American  Florists  and  the  fraternity  at  large  to  in- 
crease the  love  for  flowers  and  plants,  not  only  because  it  will  increase 
the  demand  for  those  fruits  of  our  labors,  but  because  it  brings  happiness 
to  the  people  and  makes  them  better  citizens.  Take  the  cultivation  of 
plants  in  an}^  form  whatever,  there  is  nothing  so  restful  as  attending  to 
their  wants,  be  it  undertaken  in  the  windows  of  our  homes  or  in  the 
more  pretentious  glass  structure.  Listen  for  a  moment  to  what  I  will 
read  to  you,  which  was  clipped  from  a  daily  newspaper  only  a  day  or  two 
ago,  headed:  "  Safety  in  the  love  of  flowers."  "  Luther  Laflin  Mills,  the 
Chicago  criminal  lawyer,  says  that  when  he  was  a  boy  he  frequently 
accompanied  his  father,  who  was  a  wholesale  merchant,  on  collecting 
tours  through  the  northwest.  They  had  to  travel  by  wagon,  and  as  the 
father  would  have  large  sums  of  money  about  him  it  was  often  a  problem 
where  they  could  safely  put  up  for  the  night.  '  My  boy,  the  old  man 
used  to  say,  '  it  is  safe  to  stay  at  a  house  where  there  are  flowers  in  the 
window.'  "  Ours  is  certainly  a  noble  profession.  We  lead  all  others  in 
our  opportunities  for  drawing  the  people  in  a  closer  communion  with  the 
Great  Creator.  But  we  have  uot  been  taking  full  advantage  of  the 
occasions  to  do  our  utmost  in  that  direction.  It  is  here  where  the  retail 
florist  can  wield  a  potent  influence  in  the  encouragement  of  the  love  for 
flowers  if  exercised  in  the  correct  spirit. 

The  love  for  flowers  is  born  with  every  child,  though  fashion  has 
played  a  prominent  part  during  the  past  few  years  in  the  large  increase 
in  one  branch  of  horticulture — that  of  cut-flowers — and  it  is  an  evidence 
of  what  can  be  done  by  earnest  and  well-directed  effort.  We  must  not, 
however,  depend  too  much  on  the  vagaries  of  fashion  to  develop  the  love 
for  horticulture.  We  must  go  deeper  than  fashion;  we  must  learn  to 
love  all  that  is  good  in  horticulture  ourselves  for  its  own  sake,  and  impart 
that  love  to  others. 


SOCIETY  OF  AMERICAN   FLORISTS.  13 

I  have  little  or  no  patience  with  some  florists  who  have  a  notion  that 
they  will  not  wear  a  flower  in  the  button-hole  of  their  coat  because  of 
the  fear  of  being  accused  of  advertising  their  business.  Any  person  who 
experiences  such  feelings  loves  not  flowers  for  their  own  sake,  and  is  even 
too  supersensitive  for  the  good  of  the  utilitarian  side  of  floriculture. 

The  florists'  business  is  something  more  than  the  cut-flower  trade. 
There  is  the  beautifying  of  gardens  and  grounds,  much  of  which  comes 
under  the  care  and  suggestions  of  florists  and  gardeners.  But  the  first 
thing  every  wideawake  florist  will  do  is  to  beautify  his  own  home  sur- 
roundings. It  is  positively  necessary  for  us  to  have  examples  of  every- 
thing that  is  good,  and  grown  in  the  most  attractive  and  best  manner 
possible,  if  we  would  have  the  desired  effect  upon  the  surrounding 
neighborhood. 

This  class  of  reliable  florists  ought  to  be  able  to  drive  every  tree 
agent  or  peddler  out  of  the  business.  Only  so  short  a  time  ago  as  the 
early  part  of  July  was  there  an  agent  in  my  immediate  neighborhood 
representing  one  of  the  most  reliable  nursery  firms  to  be  found  anywhere. 
It  was  during  the  flowering  season  of  the  clematis,  and  he  was  offering  a 
set  of  four  plants,  four  varieties,  for  five  dollars  the  set:  any  one  of  the 
sorts  could  be  obtained  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents  each.  The  set  was 
made  of  Jackmannii,  Sieboldi,  Henryii,  and  paniculata.  This  salesman 
had  a  colored  plate  of  each  of  the  first  three,  but  not  of  the  paniculata. 
He  was  not  what  might  be  called  a  glib  talker,  but  he  had  one  point  down 
fine,  and  that  was  pointing  out  the  superiority  of  the  varieties  of  Jack- 
mannii, Sieboldi  and  Henryii,  which  he  offered  as  being  better  than  the 
same  varieties  growing  hereabouts  because  they  were  double.  Said  he, 
"  I  notice  that  there  are  quite  a  number  of  clematises  in  gardens  here,  but 
there  are  no  doubles  among  them.  These  are  doubles,  you  see,"  pointing 
to  the  pictures  which  he  had.  I  argued  with  the  man,  stating  that 
although  the  flowers  of  the  colored  plate  which  he  exhibited  had  seven, 
in  some  cases  eight,  petals,  they  are  not  what  we  understand  as  double 
flowers.  I  took  some  interest  in  him,  and  was  careful  to  inform  him 
that  I  had  seen  just  such  flowers  on  plants  growing  hereabouts  with  six 
or  seven  petals,  and  said  that  the  very  best  flowers  of  each  variety  had 
been  selected  for  the  purpose  of  having  them  lithographed,  but  that  ninety- 
nine  per  cent,  would  come  with  four  petals.  This  remark  referred  partic- 
ularly to  Jackmannii,  and  I  quite  thought  that  I  had  convinced  him  that  he 
was  making  a  mistake  in  thus  misrepresenting  what  he  had  to  sell,  and 
taken  enough  interest  in  his  avocation  to  tell  him  where  he  would  be  likely 
to  make  sales  of  some  of  his  goods;  but  I  found  next  day  that  he  still  was 
advocating  the  sale  of  his  particular  stock  of  plants  because  they  were 
double,  and  referred  to  all  those  that  were  in  bloom  in  the  neighborhood 
as  only  being  single. 

In  order  to  retain  interest  in  horticulture  it  is  absolutely  necessary 
that  novelties  be  constantly  produced  and  introduced.  So  that  it  comes 
in  bad  grace  for  any  of  the  craft  to  decry  the  efforts  of  the  enthusiastic 
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experimenters,  whose  desire  it  is  to  produce  new  forms  or  colors  in  all 
our  popular  lines  of  plants  and  flowers. 

There  is  a  possibility  of  the  improvement  of  every  flower  now  in 
cultivation.  I  am  not  aware  how  long  it  is  since  the  improvement  in 
mignonette  was  commenced,  but  certain  it  is  that  no  longer,  in  establish- 
ments where  it  is  grown  for  cut-flowers  in  some  of  the  great  centres, 
could  it  be  called  by  the  name  given  to  it  by  the  French  people.  One  of 
the  best  strains  of  mignonette  now  upon  the  market  has  been  a  selection 
from  one  plant,  and  it  has  taken  years  of  patience  and  well-directed 
perseverence  to  bring  it  to  its  present  high  state  of  development.  This 
firm,  which  it  is  now  claimed  is  growing  the  largest  mignonette  for  cut- 
flowers  for  the  New  York  market,  secured  all  the  best  strains  of  seed 
that  could  be  obtained  at  that  time,  and,  as  stated  before,  if  my  memory 
serves  me  correctly,  only  one  plant  out  of  the  whole  batch  was  selected; 
and  every  year  since  the  very  best  plants  are  set  aside  for  seed  saving 
purposes.  Last  Christmas  flower  spikes  from  this  especial  strain  were 
sold  at  the  rate  of  fifty  dollars  per  hundred.  A  higher  price,  I  believe, 
was  never  paid  for  mignonette  before.  This  statement  of  fact  is  intro- 
duced here  for  the  purpose  of  showing  what  can  be  done  by  careful,  in- 
telligent and  patient  selection.  So  highly  is  this  seed  valued  that  none 
of  it  is  for  sale,  and  up  to  the  present  time  sufficient  cannot  be  raised  for 
this  firm's  own  special  purpose,  that  of  furnishing  cut-flowers  only. 
Here  is  food  for  thought  and  action.  For  what  can  be  done  with  mig- 
nonette may  be  done  with  most  other  flowers. 

The  hope  by  some  of  our  former  presidents  that  a  horticultural  col- 
lege be  established  through  the  aid  and  under  the  auspices  of  this  Society 
has  not  yet  been  realized,  and  apparently  we  are  as  far  from  its  being 
consummated  as  ever,  though  there  are  colleges  and  institutions  where 
practical  and  theoretical  horticulture  is  taught,  among  which  I  may 
mention  the  Bussey  Institution,  of  Massachusetts,  Cornell  Univer- 
sity, New  York  State,  the  Shaw  Gardens,  of  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  and  some 
others  ;  all  hold  out  inducements  for  young,  ambitious  men  to  take 
courses  in  the  branches  of  study  in  which  we  are  mostly  interested. 

There  was  a  time  when  the  practical  grower,  whether  a  gardener  or  a 
florist,  had  little  or  no  use  for  the  botanist,  but  that  time  is  passing  ;  it  is 
only  the  severely  practical  or  opinionated  man  who  dares  to  sneer  at 
science  in  these  days. 

To  all  florists'  clubs  and  horticultural  societies  botany  classes  should 
be  attached.  Professors  of  botany  connected  with  the  nearest  university 
would  only  be  too  glad  to  take  charge  of  such  classes  and  aid  in 
every  possible  way  to  disseminate  this  useful  branch  of  natural  history. 
There  should  also  be  attached  to  all  these  local  organizations  what  might 
be  termed  a  press  or  literary  bureau,  the  duty  of  which  would  be  the 
furnishing  of  reliable  news  and  cultural  notes  from  time  to  time  to 
monthly  magazines  and  weekly  journals,  and  also  to  the  newspapers. 
This  would  be  another  step  in  the  right  direction,  and  could  not  fail  to 
be  a  benefit  to  all  concerned. 
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Florists  as  a  class  are  not  taking  the  same  advantage  in  the  use  of  con- 
centrated plant  foods  as  are  farmers.  In  the  matter  of  experimenting,  too 
many  of  us  have  heretofore  acted  on  the  plan  that  if  a  little  of  a  good  thing 
is  beneficial  a  larger  quantity  will  be  more  so.  These  experiments  have 
frequently  ended  disastrously  and  have  been  the  cause  of  a  number  of 
florists  declaring  that  they  would  have  no  more  to  do  with  these  danger- 
ous substances.  It  seems  to  some  of  us  that  by  very  careful  experiment- 
ing great  benefits  should  be  the  result  in  developing  our  products  to  the 
very  highest  excellence  with  some,  if  not  all,  of  these  plant  foods. 

The  United  States  government  now  has  in  process  of  experiment,  I 
am  told,  the  test  of  soils  from  different  states,  upon  which  the  various 
plant  foods  have  been  added  in  varying  proportions.  This  certainly 
ought  to  be  of  great  service  to  all  tillers  of  the  soil,  whether  it  be  to  those 
practicing  under  glass  or  on  the  farm  or  in  the  garden.  The  experi- 
ment stations  in  the  different  states  have  done  and  are  doing  wonders 
for  the  fruit  growers  and  farmers  in  the  country,  and  some  few  florists 
are  taking  advantage  of  the  knowledge  which  is  being  thus  freely  dis- 
seminated by  these  institutions.  This  applies  especially  in  relation  to 
insect  foes  and  fungous  diseases  of  vegetation.  But  more  of  the  craft 
could  take  advantage  of  them  if  they  would  only  take  the  trouble  to  write 
for  the  desired  information  and  make  a  study  of  these  matters  from  our 
point  of  view,  and  carefully  experiment  with  many  of  the  plants  subject 
to  insects  and  disease  under  our  care. 

Electricity  is  bound  to  play  an  important  part,  I  believe,  in  horticul- 
ture in  the  near  future,  not  alone  in  the  acceleration  of  plant  growth, 
but  possibly  mechanically  in  producing  heat  and  light,  and  the  revolving  of 
fans,  as  some  alert  minds  predict,  will  soon  be  brought  into  use  to  coun- 
teract the  sluggishness  of  the  atmosphere,  which  at  times  is  decidedly 
apparent  during  certain  seasons  of  the  year  within  our  plant  structures, 
and  may  prove  to  be  a  new  wrinkle  in  progressive  plant  culture. 

It  is  also  certain  through  its  influence  as  a  cheap  and  rapid  means  of 
transit  to  be  the  cause  of  building  more  homes  in  the  suburbs  of  the 
cities,  so  much  so  that  all  who  possibly  can  will  leave  the  great  towns 
and  take  advantage  of  the  opportunities  of  living  in  the  country,  where 
the  florist  will  have  an  opportunity  of  plying  his  vocation  to  a  much 
greater  extent  than  he  can  now  do. 

Now  a  word  or  two  as  to  recreation.  Recreation  is  all  right.  It  is 
positively  necessary  for  every  person  to  take  a  certain  amount  of  it  if  we 
expect  to  accomplish  the  very  best  results  in  any  walk  of  life,  and  I  am  sure 
that  the  recreation  which  has  been  provided  for  us  in  this  good  city  of  Pitts- 
burgh, and  in  most  of  the  other  cities  where  we  have  met,  is  not  out  of 
proportion  to  the  amount  of  work  that  is  laid  out  for  the  willing  head 
and  heart  to  do.  Three  days  are  set  aside  for  the  transaction  of  the 
business  of  the  Convention  which  we  have  on  hand,  and  one  is  set  aside 
for  pleasure,  and  I  am  free  to  say  that  that  is  not  an  undue  proportion 
considering  what  is  upon  the  program. 
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There  are  quite  a  number  of  florists  who  come  to  these  conventions 
because  of  the  recreative  features  provided.  There  are  some,  again,  of 
course,  who  prefer  to  have  their  recreation  in  their  own  way,  but  in  a 
different  style  from  what  is  provided  during  the  conventions  ;  but  we  will 
all  agree,  I  hope,  that  what  we  are  here  for  is  to  accomplish  the  greatest 
good  to  the  greatest  number,  and  that  grand  idea  must  be  held  upper- 
most in  the  minds  of  all  those  who  desire  to  have  the  shaping  of  the 
destiny  of  this  noble  organization  in  the  future. 

Quite  a  number  of  florists  come  to  these  conventions  for  no  other 
purpose  than  to  transact  business  solely,  which  to  some  extent  is  all 
right,  but  they  should  show  a  disposition  to  render  an  equivalent  as  far 
as  lies  in  their  power,  by  presenting  themselves  at  the  sessions  aud  taking 
an  interest  in  the  proceedings,  as  the  exhibition  hall  should  be  closed 
during  the  progress  of  the  meetings. 

The  study  of  botany  in  our  public  schools  is  something  worthy  our 
most  earnest  thought  and  concerted  action.  It  should  become  a  perman- 
ent plank  in  the  platform  of  the  Society  of  American  Florists,  making 
it  practical  that  home  and  the  school-room  be  the  place  where  the  rudi- 
ments of  botany  be  taught.  This  would  lay  the  foundation  for  a  love 
for  flowers  and  plants  that  would  increase  with  each  succeeding  year. 
The  study  of  botany  need  not  at  first  occupy  more  than  one  hour  each 
week  in  the  schoolroom,  and  the  student  thus  startei  on  the  right  path 
would  naturally  want  to  know  more  of  the  mysteries  of  plant  life  as  he 
progressed  in  his  studies,  and  a  yearning  for  knowledge  in  general  would 
permeate  his  whole  life  ;  for  the  closer  we  look  into  the  works  of  nature 
the  more  wonderful  do  they  become. 

Another  pet  idea  which  ought  to  receive  the  earnest  consideration  of 
this  organization  is  to  advise  every  florist,  be  he  a  grower  or  a  retailer, 
to  study  for  himself  the  requisites  for  successful  plant  culture  in  our 
homes  during  the  winter  season.  Much  erroneous  infoz'mation  is  dis- 
pensed by  many  of  us  because  our  experience  in  growing  plants  has 
been  gained  in  the  greenbouse.  If  we  will  only  pause  to  consider  for  a 
moment  we  will  realize  how  different  the  conditions  are  between  the  home 
and  the  greenhouse  for  plants  to  grow  in.  In  the  latter  the  atmosphere 
is  thoroughly  charged  with  moisture,  whereas  in  the  former  the  exact  re- 
verse is  generally  the  case  ;  and  I  do  not  hesitate  to  say  that  there  are 
more  plants  killed  for  lack  of  moisture  at  the  roots  in  our  homes  than  for 
all  the  rest  of  the  causes  put  together. 

In  conclusion,  the  papers  which  have  been  prepared  to  be  read  here 
will  contain  much  food  for  reflection,  and  possibly  action  by  the  Society, 
and  the  lecture  by  William  Hamilton  Gibson  is  a  new  feature  at 
our  conventions,  all  of  which,  I  take  the  liberty  to  repeat,  should  receive 
your  earnest  attention  and  kind  consideration.  Let  us  hope  that  what- 
ever discussions  take  place  upon  any  of  the  subjects  presented,  will  be 
carried  on  with  only  one  end  in  view,  that  of  getting  at  the  truth  and 
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furthering  the  interest  of  humanity  and  the  fraternity  at  large,  and  make 
this  meeting  worth}'  to  go  with  any  which  have  gone  before.  I  thank  you 
for  your  courtesy  and  attention. 

At  the  close  of  his  address  President  Lonsdale  was  presented  with  a 
large  and  magnificent  cluster  of  American  Beauty  roses,  grown  in 
Pittsburgh,  which  were  handed  over  the  footlights  amid  rounds  of  applause 
from  the  audience.  Mr.  Rawson  remarked:  "  Mr.  President,  that  is 
your  boutonniere  that  you  were  talking  about." 

Vice-President  E.  C.  Reineman,  (also  Chairman  of  the  Committee 
on  Entertainment  of  the  local  club),  here  appeared  at  the  President's 
desk  and  said  he  had  no  doubt  that  all  present  fully  appreciated  the  able 
address  of  President  Lonsdale,  to  which  they  had  listened  very  attentively. 
He  explained  that  as  indicated  on  the  printed  program  discussion  of 
the  address  would  be  deferred  until  the  following  day.  He  added  that  he 
would  not  occupy  the  time  with  auy  prolonged  remarks  of  welcome,  in 
view  of  the  cordial  greeting  already  extended  by  Mayor  McKenna,  and 
continued:  Perhaps  we  may  not  be  able  to  entertain  you  as  well  as  the 
Atlantic  City  boys  did  last  year,  but  I  think  that  when  we  have  got 
through  we  will  have  satisfied  you  that  we  have  done  the  best  we  could. 
If  our  efforts  should  fail  to  meet  your  expectations  we  hope  you  will  make 
some  allowance  for  us,  but  it  will  be  our  earnest  hope  that  you  will  have 
no  cause  to  regret  having  come  to  the  city  of  Pittsburgh  to  attend  this 
Convention.     [Applause.] 

REPORTS   OF  THE   SECRETARY  AND   TREASURER. 

The  next  business  in  order  was  the  reading  of  the  annual  reports  of 
the  officers.     Secretary  Wm.  J.  Stewart  read  his  report,  as  follows: — 

iSTo  more  agreeable  duty  can  devolve  upon  the  secretary  of  a  body 
such  as  this  of  ours  than  to  stand  among  his  fellow  members  and  lay 
before  them  his  annual  communication,  telling  them  that  the  organiza- 
tion is  making  substantial  progress  in  all  its  affairs,  and  building  up  a  lus- 
trous record  of  noble  achievement.  That  I  cannot  on  this  occasion 
gratify  you  as  in  former  years  with  a  story  of  widespread  enthusiasm 
and  rapidly  increasing  membership,  is  a  condition  that  we  should  con- 
template with  concern. 

But,  while  it  is  not  pleasant  to  reflect  that  the  additions  to  our  ranks 
have  failed  to  keep  pace  with  the  number  of  desertions,  and  that  our 
annual  deliberations  seem  to  have  in  a  measure  lost  that  robust  vigor 
whose  marvelous  outburst  in  our  earlier  history  thrilled  the  whole  flori- 
cultural  world  and  electrified  the  trade  of  a  continent,  yet  there  is  en- 
couragement in  the  fact  that  we  realize  our  weakness,  and  that  we  are 
rich  in  members  whose  loyalty  to  their  beloved  Society  has  never  faltered, 
who  have  been  glad  to  counsel  together  with  your  officers,  and  who  have 
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been  devoting  their  time  and  best  thought  to  the  consideration  of  these 
problems  that  now  confront  us. 

In  reviewing  the  history  of  the  past  year  we  begin  with  the  Conven- 
tion at  Atlantic  City,  a  meeting  thoroughly  enjoyable,  with  a  trade  ex- 
hibit by  far  the  best  managed  and  most  complete  in  our  history,  where,  as 
the  records  show,  an  immense  amount  of  effective  work  was  accomplished ; 
where,  in  spite  of  the  irresistible  attractions  that  surrounded  us,  the 
proper  balance  between  sober  work  and  recreation  was  well  maintained, 
and  where  we  experienced  once  again  the  overflowing  hospitality  of  the 
Philadelphia  Florists'  Club.  The  printed  report  of  that  Convention  is 
teeming  with  good  things,  and  it  is  greatly  to  be  regretted  that  a  copy  of 
that  report  is  not  in  the  hands  of  every  one  of  the  ten  thousand  florists 
in  the  land,  among  whom  there  is  not  one  so  accomplished  and  efficient 
that  he  might  not  extract  from  the  record  of  that  meeting  wisdom  worth 
to  him  many  times  the  cost  of  anuuai  membership  in  this  Society. 

At  the  exhibition  there  were  awarded  by  the  judges  twenty-seven 
certificates  of  merit,  twenty-two  exhibits  received  honorable  mention, 
and  twenty  were  highly  commended.  No  entries  were  made  in  competi- 
tion for  the  beautiful  gold,  silver  and  bronze  medals  offered  by  this 
Society. 

The  Executive  Committee  met  according  to  custom  in  this  city 
last  March.  Two  days  were  occupied  in  their  deliberations,  and,  as  the 
program  before  3rou  indicates,  a  number  of  innovations  in  keeping 
with  the  progressive  spirit  of  the  times  were  made  in  the  hope  of  increas- 
ing the  interest  in,  and  securing  the  best  results  from,  this  meeting. 
The  various  committees  entrusted  with  important  matters  made  gratify- 
ing reports,  and  their  recommendations  will  come  before  you  in  due 
time.  The  only  retrenchment  decided  upon  was  in  the  case  of  the  com- 
mittee on  standard  list  of  decorative  plants,  whose  work,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  Executive  Committee,  promised  to  involve  the  Society  in  a  heavier 
expense  than  appeared  prudent  under  present  financial  conditions. 

The  situation  as  regards  membership  will  be  best  understood  by 
comparison  with  previous  years.  The  number  of  dues  collected  in  1893, 
the  year  of  the  St.  Louis  Convention,  which  was  the  smallest  for  several 
years,  was  685,  of  which  78  were  paid  during  and  after  the  Convention 
of  1894.  The  number  collected  for  the  year  1894,  up  to  August  15, 1895, 
was  017.  Members  of  1893,  whose  dues  for  1894  are  still  unpaid,  are 
147,  of  which  number,  08  more  assessments  must  be  collected  before  the 
Atlantic  City  figures  even  equal  those  of  St.  Louis.  It  was  confidently 
expected  that  at  Atlantic  City  we  should  experience  a  boom  which  would 
make  good  the  losses  of  the  Columbian  year,  but  only  85  new  names  were 
added.  These  were  from  the  following  states  :  from  Pennsylvania, 
38  ;  New  York,  20  ;  Massachusetts,  8  ;  Ohio,  4  ;  New  Jersey,  3  ;  Mary- 
land and  Illinois,  2  each  ;  and  California,  Georgia,  New  Hampshire,  Ne- 
braska, Missouri,  North  Carolina,  Indiana  and  Connecticut,  one  each. 
Those  crossed  off  the  rolls  as  being  in  arrears  for  1893  and  1894,  nura- 
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bered  226.  These  were  charged  to  the  different  states,  as  follows  : 
Pennsylvania,  54  ;  New  York.  27  ;  Maryland,  23  ;  Massachusetts,  18  ; 
New  Jersey,  15  ;  Illinois.  12  ;  District  of  Columbia,  11  ;  Wisconsin,  10; 
Ohio,  9  ;  Virginia,  8  ;  Ontario.  6  ;  <  !onnecticut,  5  ;  Minnesota  and  Ken- 
tucky, 4  each  ;  Missouri  and  New  Hampshire,  3  each  ;  Iowa,  Indiana 
and  Maine,  2  each  ;  Rhode  Island,  Tennessee.  Michigan,  Kansas,  North 
Carolina,  California,  Vermont  and  Bermuda,  one  each.  Of  47  members 
credited  to  Ontario  the  year  of  the  Toronto  meeting,  but  one  solitary 
individual  has  paid  his  dues  for  last  year.  Of  35  members  from  Mary- 
land who  were  with  us  the  year  we  met  in  Washington,  less  than  one- 
half  are  left,  and  in  other  localities  similar  conditions  exist.  This  indif- 
ference, or  whatever  it  may  be,  extends  to  the  state  vice-presidents,  who, 
with  four  or  five  notable  exceptions,  have  evinced  not  the  slightest  in- 
terest in  the  Society's  welfare. 

Death  has  not  spared  our  Society  in  the  year  which  has  passed. 
Eight  more  of  our  associates  have  gone  forever  from  among  us  : 

Joseph  Marschuetz,  of  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  died  September  7,  1894. 
G.  Geduldig,  Norwich,  Conn.,  died  February  20,  1895. 
I.  Forsterman,  Newtown,  N.  Y.,  died  March  29,  1895. 
W.  E.  Morton,  Portland,  Maine,  died  March  29,  1895. 
G.  II.  Bergmann,  Flatbush,  N.  Y.,  died  April  28,  1895. 
Conrad  Krantz,  Muscatine,  la.,  died  June  12,  1895. 
Thos.  H.  Brown,  Atlanta,  Ga.,  died  June  30,  1895. 
H  E.  Chitty,  Paterson,  N.  J.,  died  July  24,  1895. 

To  the  deaths  recorded  last  year  should  be  added,  John  C.  Monin- 
ger,  Chicago,  111,,  who  died  June  3,  1893,  and  H.  S.  Swayne,  Blooming- 
ton,  111.,  who  died  November,  1893,  neither  of  which  came  to  my 
knowledge  until  too  late  for  the  annual  report. 

One  word  in  conclusion.  While  I  have  deemed  it  my  duty  to  bring 
to  your  attention  the  somewhat  unsatisfactory  conditions  prevailing  in 
our  organization,  I  do  not  wish  to  be  understood  as  expressing  any  doubt 
as  to  the  future  of  this  Society.  All  great  movements,  like  the  ocean 
tides,  have  their  periods  of  ebb  and  flow,  of  alternate  inaction  and 
revival.  Our  experience  is  by  no  means  new  in  the  history  of  societies, 
for  when  they  reach  a  respectable  age  they  are  very  apt  to  become  over- 
conservative  and  get  hide-bound.  This  is  something  we  must  keep  out 
of  at  all  hazards.  These  periods  of  reaction  give  us  time  aud  opportunity 
to  sit  down  and  think  and  to  plan  how  best  our  union  may  be  more 
strongly  cemented  and  a  glorious  future  assured,  which  will  surpass  in 
usefulness  the  past,  of  which  we  have  so  much  cause  to  be  proud.  And, 
fellow  members  of  the  Society  of  American  Florists,  I  believe  that  such 
a  destiny  is  just  as  certain  as  anything  in  this  world  can  be. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  J.  D.  Carmody,  of  Indiana,  the  report  of  the  Sec- 
retary was  received  and  the  same  was  ordered  to  be  published  in  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Society. 
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The  Treasurer,  Mr.  IT.  B.  Beatty,  then  read  his  annual  report, 
which  was  as  follows: — 

REPORT  OF  H.    B.    BEATTY,    TREASURER   OF   THE   SOCIETY   OF   AMERICAN 
FLORISTS,  FROM   AUG.  24,  1894,  TO  DEC.  31,  1894. 

Aug.  24.     Received  from  W.  J.  Stewart,  Secretary,  book 

receipts  651  to  700, 1898,  34;  1894,  15;  49  pd.  $147.00 

"     24.     W.  J.  S.  book,  1  to    50,  1894,  50  paid 150.00 

"      31.                "            51  to  100,    "      50      "   150.00 

"      31.                "          101  to  150,     "      50      "   150.00 

"      31.                "          151  to  200,     "      50      "   150.00 

"      31.                "           201  to  250,     "      50      "   150.00 

•"      31.                "           251  to  300,     "      49      "     147.00 

"      31.  "  451  to  500; 1892, 1; 1893, 3;  1894, 

50;  54  paid 162.00 

"      31.     W.  J.  S.  book,  501  to  550, 1893  series;  1891,1; 

1892,  9;  1893,  38;  1894,  2;  50  paid 150.00 

Sept.  6.     S.  M.  Reynolds,  guardian,  in  full  of  balance  in 

hands  of  M.  A.  Hunt,  Treasurer 2,154.32 

"     24.     W.  J.  S.  book,  301  to  350,  1894,  50  paid 150.00 

Nov.  28.                "              351  to  400,     "      49      ".....  147.00 

"      28.                "              351  to  400,  1895,    1      "    3.00 

Dec.  31.                "              702  to  727,  1893,  22      "   66.00 

"     31.               "              702  to  727,  1892,    4      "     ....  12.00 

"      31.                "              551  to  600,  1893,    1      "   3.00 

"   31.       "      551  to  600,  1894,  48   "  144.00 

"   31.       "      551  to  600,  1895,  1   "  3.00 

"      31.                "              501  to  550,  1894, 49      "    147.00 

"     31.                "              501  to  550, 1891,    1      "   3.00 

£4,188.32 

CREDITS. 

Aug.  24.     Paid  W.  J.  Stewart,  as  per  voucher  No.  1. . .  $11.45 

"     31.        "              "                   "                "            2...  77.77 

"     31.        "              "                   "                "            3...  40.00 

"     31.        "              "                   "                "            4...  20.00 

"     31.        "              "                   "                "            5...  375.00 

Sept.     5.        "     JohnN.  Mav,       "                "            6...  95.00 

"        5.        "              "                    "                "            7...  6.00 

"       5.        "     D.  Gunn&Co.     "                "            8...  6.50 

■"        5.        "              "                    "                "            9...  1.75 

5.        "              "                    "                "           10...  28.50 

"        5.        "               "                    "                "           11...  2.25 

•"        6.        "               "                    "                "          12...  20.00 

"       7.        "     account  book,       "                l'          13...  .75 

"        7.        "     postage  stamps,   "                w-           14...  .50 

"      10.        "     Jos.  1.  Gilbert,     "                "           15...  100.00 

•      10.        "     D.  Gunn&Co.     "                "          16...  17.75 

"      10.        "     cash  for  letter  file"                "           17...  .25 

"     10.        "     Oil  City  Derrick,  "                "          IS...  2.50 

"      10.        "           "            "          "                "          19...  4.25 

"      17.        "     F.  Schuyler  Matthews,         "          20...  35.35 

-"     17.        "     W.  J.  Stewart, as  per            "          21...  8.25 

SS53.S2 
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Brought  forward §853.82 

Sept.  22.     Paid  \V.  J.  Stewart,  as  per  voucher  No.  22. .  .  1G.35 

Oct.    10.        "    Wm.  Trelease,     "                "          23...  100.00 

•      20.        "     D.  Gunn  &  Co.     "               "          24...  10.75 

Dec.  19.        "                  "               "                ••          25.  ..  376.74 

Nov.  27.        "     W.J.Stewart,      "                "           26...  80.23 

Dec.  31.        "    D.  Gunn  &  Co.     "                "          27...  20.00 

"     31.        "     W.J.Stewart,      "                "          28...  11.15 

"31.        "                "      salary.  •■                "           28...  375.00 

SI  ,844.04 

Jan.  1,  1S95,  balance  on  hand §2,344.28 

SUMMARY. 

Received  for  the  year  1891,  dues §0.00 

"  "    "        L892,     "    42.00 

"  "  1893,     "    294.00 

"  "  1894,     "    1,686.00 

1895,     "    6.00 

82.034.00 

Received  of  Hunt  estate 2,154.32 

Total $4,188.32 

CREDIT    SUMMARY. 

Secretary's  salary §750.00 

Assistant  Secretary  at  annual  meeting 46.75 

Stenographer's  report  of  Annual  Convention 140.00 

Printing  proceedings  of  Annual  Convention   363.44 

Miscellaneous  printing 91.80 

Secretary's  office  expenses 113. S5 

Treasurer's  office  expenses 4.75 

Annual  badges 60.00 

Miscellaneous  expenses 167.45 

Committee  expenses,  (A) 6.00 

(D) 100.00 

§1,844.04 

§2,344.28 
Examined  and  found  correct, 

H.  H.  Battles. 
W.  X.  Rudd. 
Elijah  A.  Wood. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  J.  M.  Jordan,  of  St.  Louis,  it  was  ordered  that 
the  report  be  accepted  and  tiled. 

the  nomenclature  committee. 
Reports  from  standing  committees  being  in  order,  the  Committee  on 
Nomenclature  was  called  upon. 

Prof.  Wm.  Trelease,  of  St.  Louis,  the  chairman  of  the  committee, 
responded:    The  members  of  the  Nomenclature   Committee  who  are 
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present  at  this  Convention  have  authorized  me  to  present,  in  the  name  of 
the  committee,  this  report: 

The  Nomenclature  Committee  recognizes  that  it  is  appointed  to  aid 
the  Society  of  American  Florists  in  its  commendable  effort  to  secure  cor- 
rect naming  of  plants  handled  by  the  American  trade,  and  uniformity  of 
nomenclature  for  a  given  plant,  with  a  view  to  preventing  confusion, 
error  and  dishonesty,  in  the  interest  alike  of  the  originator,  seller  and 
purchaser  of  plants.  For  the  proper  performance  of  this  duty  the  com- 
mittee needs  to  be  guided  by  certain  simple,  just  and  universally  acknowl- 
edged rules,  which,  when  the  facts  in  any -given  case  are  set  before  it, 
can  lead  to  but  one  conclusion  as  to  the  one  name  to  be  adopted  for  a 
plant  to  the  exclusion  of  all  others. 

Botanists  recognize  priority  of  publication  of  a  name  accompanied  by 
an  adequate  description,  as  the  safest  criterion  in  selecting  the  name  by 
which  each  natural  species,  or  variety  shall  be  known.  In  the  case  of 
florists'  plants,  such,  for  instance,  as  the  varieties  of  chrysanthemums 
brought  into  question  in  an  open  letter  to  this  committee,  published  by 
Messrs.  Peter  Henderson  &  Co.,  in  December  last,  (Florist's  Ex- 
change, Dec.  15,  1894,  pp.  47),  apropos  of  the  committee's  report  of 
last  year,  (Proc.  S.  A.  F.  pages  15,  16),  however,  we  find  that  there  is 
division  of  opinion  among  the  members  of  the  Society  as  to  what  consti- 
tutes a  prior  claim,  some  persons  believing  that  the  growth  of  a  plant 
under  a  certain  name  in  a  private  establishment  entitles  the  plant  to  that 
name;  others  holding  that  its  exhibition  at  a  creditable  flower  show,  fixes 
the  name  under  which  it  is  there  shown ;  others  thinking  that  the  sale  of 
a  more  or  less  extensive  stock  of  it  to  one  firm,  suffices  for  this  purpose; 
still  others  claiming  that  the  registration  of  the  name  with  a  society  like 
those  devoted  to  roses,  carnations  or  chrysanthemums  serves  this  end; 
and  yet  others  holding  that  its  advertisement  nd  extensive  sale  through 
a  widely  disseminated  catalogue  gives  a  prior  claim  to  recognition. 

In  1893,  (Proc.  S.  A.  F.  ix,  91,  92),  certain  recommendations  of  the 
■Nomenclature  Committee  were  accepted  by  the  Society, "  according  to  the 
originator  and  introducer,  (in  the  order  specified,)  the  prior  right  to  be- 
stow a  name  upon  each  new  introduction;  such  name,  before  approval 
by  the  Society,  to  pass  close  scrutiny  as  to  the  distinctness  of  the  plant, 
and  the  possibility  of  ambiguity  or  confusion  attaching  to  the  use  of  the 
proposed  name." 

The  proper  performance  of  the  work  of  this  committee,  and  the  only 
basis  on  which  we  can  give  satisfaction  unless  its  efforts  are  universally 
recognized  as  disinterested,  and  its  conclusions  acquiesced  in  even  to  the 
waiving  of  a  personal  conviction  in  some  cases  that  its  logic  is  not  in- 
fallible, demands  the  adoption  by  the  Society  of  positive  rules  as  to  the 
basis  of  action  in  selecting  one  name  and  rejecting  another,  which  rules 
should  also  be  followed  by  the  affiliated  special  societies,  so  that  the 
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finding  of  the  latter  may  be  accepted  by  this  Society,  as  the  conclusions 
of  experts  should  be. 

To  this  end,  we  recommend  the  immediate  appointment  by  the  Chair 
of  a  committee  comprising  representatives  of  the  Nomenclature  Committee , 
the  Rose,  Chrysanthemum  and  Carnation  Societies  and  at  least  three  com- 
mercial establishments,  with  instructions  to  consider  the  matter  carefully 
and  report  at  a  later  session  of  this  Convention  a  code  of  rules  supple- 
mentary to  those  already  adopted  by  the  Society  for  the  guidance  of  its 
Nomenclature  Committee. 

Pending  such  action,  we  have  not  thought  best  to  report  on  the  few 
but  important  cases  of  synonyms  that  have  been  brought  to  our  notice. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  H.  B.  Beatty,  of  Oil  City,  Pa.,  seconded  by  Mr. 
Wji.  Dihm,  of  New  York  City,  the  report  was  received,  and  the  Chair 
was  requested  to  appoint  a  committee  on  the  lines  laid  down  by  the 
Nomenclature  Committee. 

The  committee  as  subsequently  appointed,  was  constituted,  as  fol- 
lows :  H.  B.  Beatty,  Prof.  Wm.  Trelease,  P.  O'Mara,  E.  A.  Wood, 
A.  M.  Herr,  E.  G.  Hill  and  E.  A.  Seidewitz. 

CLOSER  RELATIONS  WITH  AUXILIARY  SOCIETIES. 

The  President  announced  as  the  next  business  in  order  a  report 
from  the  committee  on  Closer  Relations  with  the  Auxiliary  Societies,  and 
called  upon  the  chairman,  Mr.  Esler. 

Mr.  John  G.  Esler,  of  Saddle  River,  N.  J.,  responded  by  reading 
the  report  of  the  committee,  which  was  applauded. 

Mr.  Grove  P.  Rawson  moved  that  the  report  be  laid  on  the  table 
and  its  further  consideration  deferred  until  the  morning  session  of  the 
following  day.  He  added  :  This  is  something  that  interests  us  as  a 
Society  and  we  may  have  something  to  say  about  it. 

The  motion  prevailed  without  objection.* 

FIRE  INSURANCE  RATES  ON  GREENHOUSES. 

Mr.  E.  H.  Michel,  of  St.  Louis,  chairman  of  the  committee  on  the 
subject,  being  called  upon  for  a  report,  presented  and  read  the  fol- 
lowing:— 

Gentlemen,  —  The  committee  to  which  was  referred  the  matter  of 
securing  more  favorable  rates  for  the  insurance  of  greenhouses  against 
loss  by  fire,  regrets  that  it  is  yet  unable  to  report  the  accomplishment  of 
its  object.     We  addressed  the  National  Board  of  Underwriters,  and  were 


*The  full  text  of   the  report  will  be  found   in    connection  with  the    discussion 
upon  it  in  the  proceedings  of  the  third  day. 
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referred  by  them  to  the  various  rate-making  organizations  throughout  the 
states.  These  committees  we  have  addressed  a  number  of  times,  and  have 
always  received  answers  from  them  of  a  nature  indicating  that  they  ap- 
preciated the  movement  as  one  worthy  of  careful  consideration.  They 
would  neither  adopt  nor  express  disapproval  of  our  classification  and 
always  promised  careful  further  consideration. 

The  outlook,  while  very  indefinite,  is  neither  very  discouraging.  We 
hope  by  persistent  and  repeated  effort  to  impress  upon  the  underwriters 
the  desirability  of  modern  greenhouse  structures  as  fire  risks  and  thus 
gradually  but  firmly  overcome  the  deep-rooted  prejudice  which  exists 
against  them.  We  are  making  no  effort  to  secure  insurance  on  plants 
as  their  very  destructible  character  would  naturally  cause  insurers  to 
avoid  the  risk. 

Mr.  Michel  then  said:  In  submitting  this  formal  report  I  would 
further  say  that  our  committee  has  been  fairly  successful,  we  believe,  in 
so  far  as  we  have  made  an  impression  on  the  insurance  companies.  We 
have  secured  from  various  places  reduced  rates  on  individual  risks.  We 
have  not,  however,  accomplished  the  purpose  for  which  we  were 
appointed,  which  was  to  get  a  uniformly  lower  rate  throughout  the  United 
States.  To  accomplish  that  object  we  think  is  almost  an  impossibility, 
but  the  committee  feel  confident  of  their  ability  to  go  ahead  with  the  work, 
and  to  keep  on  nagging  at  the  insurance  companies  until  those  companies 
gradually  come  to  recognize  that  we  have  a  good  case.  In  this  way  the 
committee  may  eventually  succeed  in  educating  them  to  appreciate  the 
desirability  of  a  greenhouse  as  a  fire  risk.  We  do  not  and  cannot  give 
any  hope  of  receiving,  anywhere  in  the  near  future,  a  general  lower  rate 
throughout  the  United  States  or  of  securing  the  adoption  of  our  exact 
classification.  I  would  also  state  that  the  committee  was  allowed  fifty 
dollars  for  expenses,  but  none  of  that  money  has  been  spent. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  J.  D.  Carmody,  the  report  was  received  and  the 
committee  continued. 

C  ANNAS. 

The  President  announced  as  the  next  business  in  order,  a  report 
from  the  Committee  on  Cannas,  appointed  at  Atlantic  City,  with  Mr.  J.  T. 
Temple  as  chairman. 

Mr.  James  Dean,  of  Bay  Ridge,  IT.  Y.  (the  only  member  of  the 
committee  present),  responded  that  the  report  had  not  been  completed 
but  that  he  hoped  to  be  able  to  submit  it  in  the  course  of  the  session  of 
the  following  day.  He  moved  that  the  present  consideration  of  the 
report  be  deferred. 

Mr.  Wm.  Diiim,  of  iSTew  York  City,  seconded  the  motion,  and  it  was 
so  ordered. 
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JUDGES    FOR   TIIE   TRADE    EXHIBIT. 

Secretary  Stewart  announced  the  appointment  by  the  President  of 
the  following  named  geutlemen  to  constitute  the  Committees  of  Judges 
for  the  exhibition  held  in  conjunction  with  the  Convention;  the  first 
name  in  each  instance  being  that  of  the  chairman  of  the  committee,  viz: 

Cut-Flowers  — David  Rust,  Philadelphia;  H.  C.  Path,  Flushing, 
N".  Y.,  and  George  A.  Sutherland,  Boston. 

Bulbs  and  Seeds  — E.  G.  Gillett,  Cincinnati;  C.  B.  Whitnall, 
Milwaukee,  and  Henry  Dailledouze,  Flatbush  N.  Y. 

Flower  Pots  and  Greenhouse  Appliances  —  J.  J.  Styer,  Con- 
cordville,  Pa.;  J.  W.  C.  Deake,  Asheville,  N.  C,  and  Alex.  Montgomery, 
Natick,  Mass. 

Florists'  Supplies— Thomas  Cartledge,  Philadelphia;  William 
Scott,  Buffalo,  and  L.  E.  Baylis,  Wilmington,  Del. 

Plants  —  Wm.  Nicholson,  Framingham,  Mass.;  John  Curwen,  Jr., 
Philadelphia,  and  Peter  McDonald,  Summit,  N\  J. 

Boilers,  Etc.— J.  M.  Jordan,  St.  Louis;  James  Dean,  Bay  Ridge, 
N.  Y.,  and  W.  N.  Rudd,  Chicago. 

Miscellaneous  — John  White,  Pittsfield,  Mass.;  Theo.  Edwards, 
Bridgeton,  1ST.  J.,  and  H.  A.  Hart,  Cleveland,  O. 

announcements. 
Secretary  Stewart  made  a  number  of  additional  announcements. 
These  were  upon  the  following  topics:  Arrangements  for  the  ball  game 
and  shooting  tournament;  correcting  a  misapprehension  in  regard  to  the 
difference  in  time  between  Pittsburgh  and  the  East  ;  concerning  the 
countersigning  and  distribution  of  railroad  certificates;  and  relative  to 
flash  light  photographs  of  the  Convention,  to  be  taken  immediately  after 
the  morning  session. 

STANDARD   LIST   OF   DECORATIVE  PLANTS. 

Mr.  E.  H.  Michel,  of  St.  Louis,  here  called  attention  to  a  statement 
in  Secretary  Stewart's  report  in  regard  to  the  committee  on  this  subject, 
from  which  he  inferred  that  the  work  of  the  committee  had  been  discon- 
tinued, because,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Executive  Committee  of  the 
Society  of  American  Florists,  it  would  entail  too  large  an  expense  in  the 
present  financial  condition  of  the  Society.  The  speaker  deprecated  the 
discontinuance  of  the  work,  as  he  believed  that  the  correct  naming  of 
the  plants  on  a  standard  list  was  of  the  greatest  practical  value,  and  that 
the  funds  of  the  Society  could  not  be  expended  for  a  more  laudable  object. 
He  said  the  magnitude  of  the  work  was  not  appreciated  when  it  was 
imposed  upon  Professor  Trelease  ;  that  that  gentleman  had  freely  and 
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generously  devoted  bis  time  to  it  without  charge  or  expense  to  the  So- 
ciety, but  was  unable  because  of  the  magnitude  of  the  work  to  continue 
to  do  so  ;  and  that  the  Society  should  offer  to  compensate  some  one  to 
further  prosecute  the  work. 

Secretary  Stewart  replied,  that  perhaps  the  statement  on  the  sub- 
ject, contained  in  his  report,  was  not  sufficiently  definite  and  had  been 
misunderstood.  He  explained  that  the  matter  had  not  been  permanently 
dropped,  but  that  the  work  had  been  temporarily  discontinued  by  the 
Executive  Committee,  because  they  thought  that  possibly  the  cost  of  it 
was  exceeding  the  amount  that  the  Society  would  feel  justified  in  expend- 
ing upon  it.  For  this  reason,  the  Executive  Committee  had  decided  to 
have  the  matter  brought  before  the  Society  for  their  advice.  He  further 
explained,  that  a  meeting  of  the  Executive  Committee  had  been  called 
for  the  afternoon  of  this  day,  at  which  the  subject  would  probably  be 
considered,  and  a  communication  in  regard  to  it  furnished  to  the  Society 
in  regular  order  of  business  at  a  later  session. 

Flash-light  photographs  of  the  audience  and  of  the  platform  were 
here  taken,  after  which  an  adjournment  was  ordered  until  the  following 
day. 

PRESIDENT'S   RECEPTION. 

In  the  evening,  a  reception  to  President  Lonsdale  of  the  Society 
of  American  Florists,  tendered  by  the  Pittsburgh  and  Allegheny  Florists' 
and  Gardeners'  Club,  was  held  on  the  platform  of  the  Convention  hall. 
The  interior  of  the  hall  was  specially  decorated  for  the  occasion  with 
plants  and  flowers  of  rare  beauty.  Music  and  refreshments  were  pro- 
vided. There  was  no  speech  making,  and  the  only  feature  of  a  formal 
character  was  a  soprano  solo  by  Mrs.  Theodore  E.  Edwards,  of  Bridge- 
ton,  N.  J.,  who  sang,  "With  Yerdure  Clad,"  from  Hayden's  "Crea- 
tion," and  as  an  encore,  "  The  Wedding  of  the  Lily  and  the  Rose."  The 
reception  ceremonies  opened  with  a  procession  of  the  delegates  and  their 
ladies  to  the  platform  on  which  Mr.  Lonsdale  was  stationed  with  several 
of  the  ex-presidents  of  the  Society.  After  a  general  hand-shake  and  a 
few  pleasant  words  of  recognition  from  Mr.  Lonsdale,  the  ladies  and 
gentlemen  were  provided  for  at  the  collation  table. 


SECOND  DAY.— MORNING. 

Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  August  21, 1895. 

The  officers  of  the  Society  were  punctual  in  their  attendance  but  the 
members  generally  were  dilatory  and  it  was  not  until  10.45  o'clock  that 
President  Lonsdale  took  up  the  program  for  the  session. 
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REFORTS  OF  JUDGES  ON  EXHIBITS. 

The  first  order  of  business  was  the  reading  of  the  reports  of  the 
judges  on  exhibits.  (These  reports  will  be  found  in  the  appendix  at  the 
end  of  this  volume.) 

Mr.  Charles  H.  Ali.kx.  of  Floral  Park,  X.  Y.,  said:  With  all  due 
respect  to  the  judges  on  plants,  I  wish  to  call  attention  to  the  certificate 
of  merit  awarded  to  Myers  &  Samtman.  That  the  plants  therein 
named  are  well  grown  we  do  not  question.  If  the  certificate  merely 
stated  that  it  was  for  well  grown  plants  all  would  be  well,  but  I  object 
very  strongly  to  awarding  a  certificate  of  merit  for  a  novelty,  when  we 
have  no  means  of  judging  of  it  except  by  merely  seeing  it  on  exhibition. 
When  this  Society  awards  a  certificate  of  merit  its  action  is  supposed  to 
carry  very  great  weight,  but  can  any  body  of  men,  by  merely  seeing  the 
plant,  tell  what  a  carnation  is  or  of  what  value  it  is  to  the  trade?  Not  at 
all.  I  object  to  awarding  a  certificate  of  merit,  under  these  conditions, 
to  any  plant  exhibited  as  a  novelty.  In  saying  this  I  do  not  wish  to  do 
any  harm  to  Messrs.  Myers  &  Samtman,  because  I  think  a  great  deal  of 
Delia  Fox  as  a  plant.  From  the  flowers  of  it  which  I  have  seen,  I  regard 
it  very  highly. 

Mr.  E.  G.  Hill,  of  Richmond,  Ind.:  Perhaps  the  Committee  on 
Plants  can  explain  their  recommendation.  If  they  intended  to  award  the 
certificate  for  good  growth  and  a  nice  looking  plant,  well  and  good;  but 
to  award  a  certificate  of  merit  for  a  plant  not  in  bloom  and  whose  value 
depends  entirely  on  the  flower,  it  seems  to  me,  would  put  the  Society  in  a 
ridiculous  position.  I  think  we  ought  to  understand  ourselves  and  should 
make  haste  slowly  on  this  point. 

Mr.  "Wm.  Nicholson,  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Plants, 
(coming  forward  upon  the  call  of  the  Chair) ,  replied  that  the  certificate 
of  merit  to  Delia  Fox  was  not  given  to  the  plants  as  seen  in  the  hall,  but 
was  based  on  the  knowledge  the  committee  had  of  the  plants  previously 
exhibited  and  upon  his  own  personal  knowledge  of  it  as  he  had  seen  it. 
He  said  he  knew  that,  last  year,  the  Massachusetts  Horticultural  Society 
awarded  a  certificate  of  merit  to  this  variety;  that  he  himself  thought  it 
to  be  a  very  good  thing  and  that  it  was  worthy  of  a  certificate  of  merit 
from  what  he  knew  of  its  general  character.  In  reply  to  inquiries  by 
Mr.  Allen,  Mr.  Nicholson  further  stated  that  he  had  no  personal  knowl- 
edge of  the  facts  connected  with  the  actual  growing  of  the  plant  in 
Philadelphia,  but  knew  of  it  only  in  the  vicinity  of  Boston;  and  that  the 
award  had  been  made  on  information  received  from  some  friend  of  his 
who  had  seen  it  growing. 

Mr.  Allen  explained  that,  as  the  value  of  a  carnation  depended 
upon  its  general  utility  for  the  florists  all  over  the  country,  he  was  un- 
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willing  to  assent  to  giving  a  certificate  which  would  be  a  virtual  acknowl- 
edgment of  merit  to  the  trade  in  general,  unless  the  certificate  was 
based  upon  actual  knowledge.    This  was  the  sole  reason  for  his  objection. 

Mr.  E.  G.  Hill  moved  that  that  portion  of  the  report  pertaining  to 
au  award  of  merit  to  Delia  Fox  be  rejected. 

Mr.  P.  O'Mara,  of  Jersey  City.N.  J.,  said,  that  when  the  reports  of 
the  judges  were  received  by  the  Executive  Committee,  he  had  made  the 
same  objection  that  was  now  made,  viz.,  that  it  would  hardly  do  to  sanc- 
tion a  plant  without  full  knowledge  of  it.  His  own  objection  had  been 
in  regard  to  the  California  violet,  but  from  an  assurance  from  the  judges 
that  their  award  referred  entirely  to  the  plant  as  exhibited,  he  had  with- 
drawn his  objection.  He  said  that  he  was  certain  that  this  was  the  fact 
in  regard  to  the  violet,  but  he  was  not  so  certain  in  regard  to  the  carna- 
tion. In  addition  to  the  information  given  them  by  the  judges  on  plants, 
the  Executive  Committee  had  taken  into  consideration  the  fact  that  those 
gentlemen  were  men  of  considerable  standing  and  knew  what  they  were 
doing.  Having  every  confidence  in  Mr.  Nicholson,  the  chairman,  and 
believing  that  he  knew  what  he  said  he  knew  about  the  plant,  the  Execu- 
tive Committee  accepted  the  report  out  of  courtesy  to  him  and  his  associ- 
ates. He  (Mr.  O'Mara)  had  voted  to  accept  the  report,  and  was  still  in 
favor  of  accepting  it.  He  suggested  that,  as  a  matter  of  courtesy  to  the 
judges,  the  pending  motion  should  be  modified  to  provide  for  referring 
the  matter  back  with  instructions,  instead  of  rejecting  it. 

Mr.  E.  G.  Hill:  I  accept  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  O'Mara,  and 
modify  my  motion  accordingly.  The  ground  of  my  objection  was,  that 
we  were  setting  a  very  .bad  example  and  establishing  a  vicious  precedent. 
If  this  Society  is  going  to  award  a  certificate  of  merit  to  a  plant  without 
seeing  it,  or  having  it  here  to  judge  by,  I  think  there  will  be  no  end  to 
this  thing.  As  a  national  society,  we,  of  all  societies,  ought  to  be  most 
careful  in  regard  to  the  certificates  bestowed  upon  plants.  I  have  no 
objection  to  the  plants  in  question,  which  are  now  in  the  hall.  I  think 
they  are  nicely  grown,  that  they  give  every  promise,  and  I  have  a  good 
opinion  of  the  variety  ;  but  it  is  the  precedent  I  object  to. 

Mr.  E.  H.  Michel,  of  St.  Louis,  suggested,  as  an  amendment  to  the 
motion,  that  the  whole  report  of  the  judges  on  plants  be  referred  back  to 
them,  with  instructions  to  make  their  awards  on  what  they  could  see  of 
the  plants  on  exhibition  here.  He  continued  :  That  is  all  that  they  have  to 
judge  by.  Anything  else  would  have  to  be  obtained  by  affidavit.  They 
are  judges  of  what  they  may  see  or  what  is  proven  to  them  here,  not 
of  what  they  may  have  heard  or  what  they  may  think  of  a  plant.  Ac- 
cording to  the  statement  of  the  chairman,  Mr.  Nicholson,  the  report  is 
based  on  what  they  thought  of  the  plant  and  upon  outside  information. 
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Mr.  W.  N.  Rudd,  of  Chicago:  I  take  exception  most  decidedly  to 
the  suggestion  made  by  the  last  speaker,  which  is  virtually  that  this 
Society  shall  not  have  the  advantage  of  the  experience  gained  in  the  green- 
house by  practical  cultivators  ;  and  I  most  decidedly  take  exception  to 
limiting  our  awards  here  to  what  can  be  seen  in  a  few  minutes'  examina- 
tion of  a  plant.  If  one  of  our  judges,  a  practical  man  and  a  thorough 
cultivator,  has  had  experience  outside  with  the  carnation  or  any  other 
plant,  it  seems  to  me  that  that  experience  is  worth  far  more  than  what 
one  or  two  or  twenty  men  can  see  in  a  few  minutes'  examination  of  the 
plant  on  exhibition.  If  judges  have  had  experience  which  warrants 
them,  from  their  previous  knowledge,  in  awarding  a  certificate  for  a 
plant,  it  seems  to  me  that  that  is  valuable  and  should  be  allowed  to  go. 

Mr.  Allen:  I  agree  with  Mr.  Michel  to. some  extent,  but  it  must 
be  understood  that  the  plant  in  question  is  exhibited  as  a  novelty.  If  a  cer- 
tificate of  merit  is  awarded  on  the  plant  as  seen,  it  is  absolutely  worthless  to 
the  exhibitor,  for  the  reason  that  that  award  is  made  only  on  the  plant  as 
seen  and  not  on  the  value  of  the  plant  to  the  trade.  Awards  upon  that 
basis  would  briug  the  Society  into  utter  contempt,  because  a  certificate 
for  a  novelty  is  absolutely  valueless. 

Mr.  Michel  replied  that  he  appreciated  what  had  been  said  by  Mr. 
Allen,  but  reminded  that  gentleman  that  the  committee  did  not  claim  to 
have  actual  knowledge  of  the  merits  of  the  plant,  except  so  far  as  it  had 
heard  of  them  and  had  seen  the  plant  under  some  conditions  in  other 
places. 

At  this  point  a  vote  was  taken  on  Mr.  Hill's  motion  to  refer  back  to 
the  Committee  on  Plants  the  portion  of  the  report  relative  to  carnations. 
The  motion  was  adopted  without  objection  and  the  remainder  of  the 
report  was  agreed  to.  The  question  then  recurred  on  the  adoption  of  the 
reports  of  the  committees  as  a  whole. 

Mr.  Joseph  Heacock,  of  Wyncote,  Phila.,  objected  to  that  portion 
of  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Boilers,  which  was  to  the  effect  that  cast 
iron  is  not  a  fit  substance  for  a  steam  boiler.  He  said,  he  thought  the 
judges  had  gone  out  of  their  way  to  make  that  statement  and  that  it 
would  be  a  mistake  for  the  Convention  to  adopt  the  report,  as  the  Harri- 
son boiler  had  been  in  existence  and  had  been  manufactured  in  Phila- 
delphia for  twenty-five  or  thirty  years,  that  it  stands  600  pounds  pressure, 
and  is  used  as  a  safety  boiler. 

Mr.  Allen  seconded  the  motion. 

Mr.  J.  M.  Jordan,  of  St.  Louis,  a  member  of  the  Committee  on 
Boilers,  remarked  that  the  committee  was  a  unit  in  its  opinion  and  that, 
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if  the  objector  (Mr.  Heacock)  wished  to  have  a  different  report  he 
should  find  what  men  were  in  favor  of  the  cast  iron  steam  boiler,  so  that 
he  might  have  a  special  committee  of  those  members,  to  whom  he  could 
have  the  matter  referred. 

Mr.  Heacock:  I  am  not  speaking  for  the  exhibiter  but  I  am 
speaking  of  the  fact  that  cast  iron  is  just  as  good  a  material  for  a  boiler 
as  any  other.  I  think  the  committee  went  beyond  its  province  when  it 
condemned  that  material.  If  they  did  not  like  the  boiler  they  need  not 
have  given  it  an  award. 

Mr.  James  Dean,  of  Bay  Bidge,  1ST.  Y.,  (a  member  of  the  com- 
mittee), remarked  that  florists  were  not  experts  on  boilers  but,  as  laymen, 
they  knew  that  cast  iron  was  supposed  to  be  poor  material  for  a  steam 
boiler;  that  it  was  on  this  principle  the  committee  had  acted  and  that 
they  were  a  unit  in  their  report.  He  deprecated  the  practice  of  bringing 
a  boiler  here,  looking  through  it  and  giving  an  opinion  upon  its  merits, 
although  he  knew,  he  said,  this  had  been  the  practice  for  years.  There 
had  always  been  trouble  from  it.  He  thought  that,  if  the  practice  was 
to  be  continued,  some  way  should  be  devised  for  securing  the  services  of 
experts  to  examine  boilers,  whether  they  were  for  hot  water  or  steam. 

Mr.  E.  H.  Michel,  of  St.  Louis,  and  Mr.  H.  C.  Bath,  of  Flushing, 
N .  Y. ,  expressed  the  opinion  that  to  refer  the  report  back  would  be  use- 
less in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  committee  were  a  unit  in  their  opinion. 
The  former  also  said  that  he  thought  the  report  would  be  satisfactoiy  if 
the  reasons  for  it  were  omitted. 

A  vote  being  taken,  the  motion  of  Mr.  Heacock  to  refer  back  was 
carried  —  seventy  members  rising  in  the  affirmative  and  eighteen  in  the 
negative. 

Mr.  P.  O'Mara,  moved  to  instruct  the  committee  to  strike  the 
objectionable  clause  out  of  their  report. 

Mr.  Dean,  in  opposition  to  the  motion,  asked  whether  it  was  a 
sensible  proceeding  to  empower  a  committee  to  exercise  its  discretion 
and,  after  they  had  done  so,  to  deny  them  any  discretion. 

Mr.  Michel  asked  the  Chair  for  information  as  to  the  instructions 
ordinarily  given  to  judges,  whether  these  were  not  that  they  shall  give 
certificates  or  awards  without  expressing  opinions  upon  the  exhibits. 

Secretary  Stewart  replied  that  he  had  not  at  hand  the  printed 
blank  containing  the  instructions  but  he  thought  that  most  of  the  gentle- 
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men  present  knew  what  the  committees  were  supposed  to  do,  as  many  of 
them  had  served  as  members  on  previous  occasions.  He  said  that  this 
matter  —  originating  in  the  jealousies  of  rival  manufacturers,  who  were 
backed  up  to  a  certain  extent  by  the  people  who  used  the  boilers  of  those 
manufacturers, —  had  been  coining  up  year  after  year,  that  there  was 
always  a  quarrel  over  it  and  that  this  was  not  conducive  to  harmony 
within  the  Society  nor  to  the  usefulness  of  the  organization.  If  it  was 
not  possible  for  a  florist  to  judge  of  the  value  of  a  boiler  by  looking  at  it, 
he  asked  why  not  change  the  rule  and  say  that  hereafter  the  Society  will 
not  permit  itself  to  goon  record  as  approving  or  disapproving  anything 
in  that  line  until  the  exhibit  had  been  thoroughly  tested.  He  thought 
the  better  way  would  be  to  have  a  special  committee  appointed  to  make 
such  revision  in  the  rules  governing  judges  in  this  department  as  would 
prevent  a  recurrence  of  these  controversies  in  the  future. 

Mr.  Heacock  said  that  the  statement  of  the  Committee  on  Boilers, 
in  their  report,  that  cast  iron  is  not  fit  for  steam  boilers,  had  been  made 
in  the  face  of  the  fact  that  that  material  is  used  for  steam  boilers  all  over 
the  country  and  that  it  had  been  adopted  by  experts  as  the  safest  and  as 
free  from  expansion.  He  said  he  had  sold  for  $100  a  second-hand  cast 
iron  boiler  which  had  been  used  by  him  for  five  years,  and  his  recollection 
was  that  he  had  paid  8135  for  it. 

Mr.  Dean  said  the  committee  had  frankly  stated  that  they  were  not 
experts,  but  they  had  acted  to  the  best  of  their  judgment.  He  held  it  to 
be  desirable  to  have  the  examinations  made  by  experts,  but  thought 
that,  as  the  committee  had  done  as  well  as  it  could,  their  report  should 
stand. 

Mr.  John  Burton,  of  Philadelphia,  criticised  as  inconsistent  the 
position  which,  he  said,  had  been  taken  by  some  of  the  members  of  the 
committee,  viz.,  that  after  conceding  that  the  matter  was  one  for 
decision  by  experts,  which  they  said  they  were  not,  they  had  taken  upon 
themselves  to  settle  it  —  a  matter  involving  a  question  of  the  greatest 
importance,  viz.,  whether  wrought  iron  or  cast  iron  should  be  used  in 
a  steam  boiler.  They  had  assumed  to  say  that  the  Society  should  shut 
down  on  one  of  the  greatest  industries  in  the  world,  the  manufacture  of 
cast  iron. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Gude,  of  Washington,  E).  C,  said,  the  discussion  seemed 
to  proceed  from  a  theoretical  rather  than  a  practical  point  of  view.  He 
had  understood  that  the  committee  was  to  examine  greenhouse  heating 
apparatus  and  not  boilers  for  running  large  factories.  He  thought  that  if 
a  greenhouse  required  more  than  five  pounds  of  steam  to  heat  it  in  the 
coldest  night,  regardless  of  its  length  of  glass,  there  was  something  wrong 
with  the  boiler  or  with  the  management  of  it. 
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piping  or  bad  management  would  impair  the  value  of  any  boiler.  He 
spoke  of  a  cast  iron  boiler  which,  when  taken  out,  after  he  had  used  it 
for  twenty  years,  was  still  in  good  condition.  If  a  wrought  iron  boiler 
would  do  any  better  than  that,  he  would  like  to  know  where  it  would 
come  from. 

At  this  point,  a  vote  being  taken,  the  motion  of  Mr.  Heacock  to  in- 
struct the  Committee  on  Boilers  to  strike  out  the  reference  to  cast  iron 
as  unfit  material  for  steam  boilers  was  adopted. 

The  reports  of  the  judges,  other  than  those  acted  on  separately, 
were  then  agreed  to  without  objection. 

THE   NOMENCLATURE   COMMITTEE. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  P.  O'Mara,  of  Jersey  City,  X.  J.,  the  Convention 
proceeded  to  consider  the  business  laid  over  from  the  previous  day. 

The  President  invited  a  report  from  the  committee  appointed  to 
confer  with  the  Nomenclature  Committee.  Mr.  H.  B.  Beatty  then 
presented  and  read  the  following  report  :  — 

We  recommend  the  following  rulings  for  the  government  of  the 
Nomenclature  Committee  :  — 

The  priority  of  a  name  shall  be  recognized  as  belonging  to  the  origi- 
nator or  introducer  of  a  variety. 

The  names  from  foreign  countries  shall  be  recognized  and  used 
excepting  those  in  Japanese,  etc.,  which  are  to  be  translated. 

The  purchaser  of  a  new  variety  from  an  originator  can  by  mutual 
consent  between  them  change  the  name,  providing  the  variety  has  never 
been  disseminated. 

When  the  originator  has  sold  or  consented  to  such  change  of  name 
he  has  the  privilege  of  using  said  name  again. 

In  registering  a  name  it  must  be  accompanied  wherever  possible  by 
a  specimen  of  the  plant  or  flower  or  a  complete  description  of  the  same. 

The  rinding  of  the  secretar}r  of  the  Chrj^santhemum,  Rose  and 
kindred  societies  shall  be  considered  as  authority  in  cases  of  complaint 
or  appeal,  and  in  any  reported  cases  of  plants  wrongly  named,  not  coming 
under  the  heading  of  the  above  societies,  this  committee  shall  give  the 
authors  for  the  same. 

The  Nomenclature  Committee  shall  in  all  cases  before  passing  finally 
on  alleged  synonymous  plants,  correspond  with  all  the  parties  directly 
interested  so  as  to  get  all  the  testimony  possible  bearing  on  same. 

Exceptions  to  the  report  of  the  Nomenclature  Committee  shall  be 
made  to  the  secretary  within  sixty  days  after  reading  of  the  report.  Such 
appeals  shall  be  indicated  in  the  report  of  the  Society  by  an  asterisk  and 
be  referred  back  to  the  committee  for  reconsideration  the  following 
year.  Signed, 

H.  B.  Beatty. 
E.  G.  Hill. 
Edwin  A.  Seideavitz. 
Elijah  A.  Wood. 
Wm.  Trelease. 
Patrick  O'Mara. 
Albert  M.  Herr. 
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On  motion,  the  report  was  received  and  ordered  to  be  filed. 

Prof.  Wm.  Trelease,  chairman  of  the  Nomenclature  Committee,  in 
response  to  the  call  of  the  Chair,  presented  and  read  the  following  re- 
port of  that  committee: 

Your  Nomenclature  Committee  reports,  as  follows  :  — 

In  the  early  summer,  the  chairman  of  the  committee  placed  in  the 
trade  journals  and  elsewhere,  a  request  for  information  on  any  matters 
coming  within  the  line  of  duty  of  the  committee,  and  personal  letters 
were  sent  by  him  to  the  other  eleven  members  of  the  committee,  making 
a  similar  request.  No  questions  of  synonyms  or  nomenclature,  other 
than  the  following,  have  been  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  committee. 

In  the  report  of  the  committee  last  year  (Proc.  S.  A.  F.,  pp.  16), 
priority  was  given  Pelargonium  Duchess  of  Teck,  over  the  name  Mrs. 
Bobert  Sandiford.  Mr.  Robert  Sandiford,  of  Mansfield,  Ohio,  takes 
exception  to  the  decision,  stating  that  the  variety  originated  with  him  in 
1886,  as  a  sport  from  Mad.  Thibaut,  was  named  in  1888,  and  inl889-'90 
was  sold  under  this  name  to  E.  G.  Hill  &  Company.  Information  on  this 
matter  was  sought  from  Messrs.  Peter  Henderson  &  Company,  who  im- 
ported Princess  of  Teck  some  years  ago,  John  Saul,  who  has  distributed 
Duchess  of  Teck,  and  Mr.  E.  G.  Hill,  the  disseminator  of  Mrs.  Bobert 
Sandiford.  From  the  first  named  firm  we  learned  that  the  fact  of  Prin- 
cess of  Teck  having  long  since  left  their  hands,  they  were  unable  to 
supply  definite  information  on  the  point  in  question.  Messrs.  Saul  and 
Hill  agree  in  stating  that  the  name  Mrs.  Bobert  Sandiford  should  be 
reinstated. 

In  an  open  letter  addressed  to  the  committee  (Florists'  Exchange, 
December  15,  1894,  pp.  47),  Messrs.  Peter  Henderson  &  Company  take 
exception  to  the  finding  of  the  committee  last  year  (Proc.  S.  A.  F.,  pp. 
15,  16),  concerning  chrysanthemums  James  Comley,  Princess  of  Chrysan- 
themums and  Mrs.  William  Tevis,  and  request  the  committee  to  recog- 
nize their  chrysanthemum  Philadelphia,  as  entitled  to  that  name,  rather 
than  a  variety  subsequently  given  the  name. 

These  questions  were  placed  before  the  officers  of  the  Chrysanthe- 
mum Society,  and  on  their  request  this  committee  finds  that  Mrs.  Wm. 
Tens  and  its  supposed  synonym,  Golden  Wedding,  are  not  absolutely 
identical,  so  that  both  names  are  entitled  to  recognition.  Good  Gracious 
is  given  precedence  over  Princess  of  Chrysanthemums ,  in  reversal  of  the 
decision  of  1894.  The  decision  of  last  year,  giving  James  Comley  prece- 
dence over  Uncle  Sam,  Donald  and  Eugene  B.  Knapp  is  reaffirmed. 
Philadelphia,  of  Peter  Henderson  &  Company,  appears  duly  entitled  to 
this  name,  by  registration  and  exhibition,  though  we  do  not  know  that  it 
is  likely  to  be  distributed  ;  but  as  another  variety  is  already  in  commerce, 
under  that  name,  we  recommend  that  the  clear  right  to  the  registered 
name  be  waived  in  this  instance. 
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No  other  cases  of  synonyms  or  misnaming  have  been  brought  to  the 
notice  of  the  committee. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Wm.  Trelease. 
Elijah  A.  Wood. 
Wm.  R.  Smith. 
Albert  M.  Herr. 

Professor  Trelease  supplemented  the  reading  of  his  report  with 
the  statement  that  the  signatures  to  it  were  those  only  of  the  members  of 
the  committee  now  in  attendance  on  the  Convention. 

On  motion,  the  report  was  accepted. 

AT   CLEVELAND  IN  1896. 

The  next  business  in  order,  the  report  of  the  committee  on  Closer 
Relations  with  the  Auxiliary  Societies,  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Jos.  E. 
Bonsall,  of  Salem,  O.,  deferred  until  the  session  of  the  following  day. 

The  next  item  of  business  was  the  selection  of  a  place  of  meeting 
in  1896. 

Secretary  Stewart,  by  direction  of  the  Chair,  read  invitations 
addressed  to  the  Society  as  follows : — 

Denver,  Colorado,  August  5,  1895. 

To  the  Officers  and  Members  of  the  Society  of  American  Florists,  in  coa- 
•     vention  assembled,  Pittsburgh,  Pa.: — 

Gentlemen, —  In  behalf  of  the  Denver  Chamber  of  Commerce  and 
Board  of  Trade,  an  organization  with  a  membership  of  over  rive  hundred 
of  Colorado's  most  influential  citizens,  we  hereby  extend  to  your 
Association  a  very  cordial  invitation  to  hold  your  convention  of  1896  in 
Denver. 

Those  of  your  members  who  have  been  present  at  Denver  when 
large  conventions  have  assembled,  know  full  well  the  very  hospitable  and 
acceptable  manner  with  which  she  entertains  her  guests.  Our  ability  to 
entertain  large  gatherings  was  thoroughly  tested  when  the  Knights 
Templars  Conclave  met  in  this  city  in  1892.  At  that  time  115,000 
strangers  arrived  in  this  city  within  three  days.  Each  Encampment  was 
met  at  the  depot  with  a  band,  and  escorted  to  headquarters  previously 
assigned  to  them.  After  all  had  been  cared  for  in  the  most  systematic 
manner,  over  1,000  desirable  rooms  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  Enter- 
tainment Committee  were  uncalled  for.  Most  of  your  members  have 
friends  living  in  Denver  whom  they  would  greatly  enjoy  visiting  in  mid- 
summer, one  mile  above  sea  level,  where  the  sky  is  ever  blue  and  the 
sun  bright,  but  with  cool  and  refreshing  nights.  Experience  has  demon- 
strated that  as  a  rule,  the  people  gather  more  numerously  at  conventions 
held  in  Denver  than  in  any  other  city,  because  largely  of  the  excellent 
reputation  she  enjoys  for  entertaining  her  guests,  and  the  many 
attractions  in  this  most  new  and  interesting  country.  You  will  be  de- 
lighted with  the  grand  panoramic  view  of  the  mountains,  covering  the 
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range  for  upwards  of  two  hundred  miles  in  extent,  plainly  visible  to  the 
naked  eye.  You  will  be  interested  in  looking  out  upon  the  snow-capped 
peaks  in  midsummer,  some  of  which  are  more  than  seventy-five  miles  dis- 
tant. You  will  enjoy  excursions  through  our  valleys  and  canons,  and 
climbing  the  mountain  sides  to  the  very  tops  on  the  cog  road  to  an 
elevation  of  over  14,000  feet  above  the  sea. 

You  will  be  interested  to  learn  how  our  agriculturalists  and  horticul- 
turalists  obtain  the  highest  reward  for  their  industry  by  the  aid  of 
irrigation.  You  may  witness  the  gold  and  silver  extracted  from  our 
mountain  sides,  and  smelted  in  our  furnaces,  to  meet  the  ever  increasing 
demands  of  the  commercial  world.  You  will  enjoy  the  nicest  and  most 
modern  and  attractive  city  in  the  world.  You  will  enjoy  coming  in  cou- 
tact  with  those  enterprising  pioneers  who  led  these  people  from  the 
homes  of  luxury  and  cultivation  in  the  east,  to  build  up  a  great  empire 
west  of  the  Missouri  River.  You  will  appreciate  their  hearty  grasp  of 
the  hand  as  they  extend  to  you  their  words  of  welcome  and  matchless 
hospitality.  When  you  come,  you  must  be  prepared  to  open  your  lungs, 
possibly  for  the  first  time  to  be  filled  full  with  the  purest  and  most  in- 
vigorating breath  of  your  life. 

You  must  come  prepared  to  broaden  your  views  of  the  great  country 
of  which  we  are  all  members,  and  realize  its  greatness,  its  wealth  and  its 
future  as  never  before.  In  fact  from  the  time  you  cross  the  Father  of 
Waters  until  you  return,  you  will  be  interested  as  never  before  in  what 
you  will  see  and  learn.  Should  you  find  it  agreeable  to  accept  our 
invitation,  you  will  find  our  people  will  leave  nothing  undone  within 
reason  to  hospitably  and  entertainingly  care  for  you. 
Very  respectfully  yours, 

M.  Spangler,  President. 
Edw.  B.  Light,  Secretary. 

We  heartily  join  in  the  above  invitation  and  pledge  you  a  cordial 
reception. 

T.  S.  McMurray,  Mayor  of  Denver. 
A.  W.  McIntire,  Governor  oi  Colorado. 

Cleveland,  August  3, 1895. 
Secretary  of  the  Society  of  American  Florists,  Pittsburgh,  Pa.:  — 

Dear  Sir,  —  The  Cleveland  Centennial  Commission  extends  to  you  a 
most  hearty  and  cordial  invitation  to  hold  your  next  annual  meeting  in 
this  city. 

It  is  the  hope  and  expectation  of  this  Commission  to  arrange  for  an 
exposition  of  the  industrial  and  maritime  interests  of  Cleveland  and  the 
great  lakes,  and  a  coming  together  of  your  Society  some  time  during  its 
progress  will,  we  believe,  add  not  a  little  to  the  attractiveness  of  the 
occasion.  Your  early  action  on  this  matter  will  greatly  oblige, 
Very  respectfully, 

Cleveland  Centennial  Commission, 

Wilson  M.  Day,  Director  General. 

Telegram  from  Cleveland,  Ohio,  August  20,  1895. 
Wm.  J.  Steioart,  Secretary  Society  of  American  Florists,  care  Alvin 
Theatre,  Pittsburgh:  — 
On  behalf  of  the  commercial  interests  of  Cleveland,  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce  extends  a  cordial  invitation  to  the  Society  of  American  Flor- 
ists to  hold  its  next  convention  in  Cleveland,  when  the  city  holds  its  first 
centennial. 

Ryerson  Ritchie,  Secretary. 
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Mr.  E.  A.  Wood  urged  the  claims  of  Denver.  He  called  attention  to 
the  invitations,  and  said  that  those  from  the  Denver  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce and  Board  of  Trade  came  from  the  most  prominent  organizations 
in  the  West  ;  and  he  endorsed  them  in  behalf  of  the  florists'  clubs  and 
the  florists  of  Colorado.  He  pictured  to  his  hearers  the  many  natural 
advantages  of  the  western  city,  among  which  were  its  pure  air,  bracing 
atmosphere,  panoramic  views  of  mountain  peaks  and  beautiful  canons. 
He  also  spoke  of  its  blocks  of  buildings,  its  comfortable  homes,  its  cheap 
facilities  for  local  transit,  its  water  supply  and  park,  the  marvelous 
growth  of  its  population,  the  achievements  in  railroad  engineering  in  its 
vicinity,  etc.     [Applause.] 

Mr.  Grove  P.  Rawson:  Mr.  President,  I  think  that  Mr.  Wood 
has  the  western  fever.  We  ought  to  wait  until  he  is  convalescent  —  say, 
a  year  or  so  —  and  then  hear  what  he  has  to  say.     [Merriment.] 

Mr.  Charles  D.  Ball,  of  Holmesburg,  Pa.:  I  take  pleasure  in 
seconding  the  nomination  of  the  great  western  city.  Denver.  I  speak 
for  the  eastern  city,  Philadelphia. 

Mr.  John  Burton,  of  Philadelphia,  said  he  thought  the  Society  was 
indebted  to  the  western  people  for  the  interest  they  had  always  mani- 
fested in  its  welfare  ;  and  he  believed  he  was  right  in  saying  that  the 
Executive  Committee  had  never  been  without  a  representative  of  the 
West  in  its  membership.  While  western  men  had  come  great  distances 
to  the  Convention,  the  Society  has  never  gone  farther  west  than  Chicago. 
He  thought  the  time  had  now  come  for  it  to  make  a  visit  to  the  western 
country,  and  that  there  could  be  no  better  time  for  the  purpose  than  next 
year. 

Mr.  A.  Graham,  of  Cleveland  :  Mr.  President,  the  pleasant  duty 
has  been  assigned  to  me,  on  behalf  of  my  fellow  florists  of  Cleveland,  to 
extend  to  this  Society  a  hearty  and  cordial  invitation  to  hold  its  next 
meeting  in  our  city.  This  invitation  is  given  independently  of  that 
received  from  the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  of  Cleveland.  In  the  year 
L796,  Moses  Cleveland  landed  at  the  mouth  of  the  Cuyahogo  river,  and  our 
city's  centennial  will  be  celebrated  next  year  with  a  series  of  entertain- 
ments and  exhibitions.  We  hope  to  have  the  pleasure  of  welcoming 
among  our  visitors,  the  Society  of  American  Florists.  We  are  conscious 
of  our  inferiority  in  numbers  and  wealth,  as  compared  with  our  brethren 
of  the  eastern  cities  in  which  the  Society  has  met ;  but  we  hope  you  will 
live  to  acknowledge  that  in  the  heartiness  of  our  greeting  and  the  sin- 
cerity of  our  welcome  we  cannot  be  excelled.     [Applause.] 

Cleveland  is  a  central  point  for  your  Convention  and  its  tempera- 
ture in  the  summer  is  unsurpassed  anywhere  in  America.  Fanned  by  the 
cooling  breezes  from  the  beautiful  and  historic  Lake  Erie,  our  days  are 
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never  oppressively  warm  and  our  nights  in  summer  are  delightful,  so 
that  your  hardworking  members  will  have  an  opportunity  to  cool  their 
fevered  brows  after  their  arduous  daily  labors.  If  you  come  to  Cleve- 
land we  will  endeavor  to  do  as  well  by  you  as  they  did  at  Pittsburgh 
and  that  is  saying  a  great  deal.     [Applause.] 

Mr.  William  Scott,  of  Buffalo,  said  he  hoped  at  some  time  to  see 
the  beautiful  canons  and  mountain  peaks  so  eloquently  described  by  Mr. 
Wood,  but  he  thought  that  until  the  hard  times  had  passed  away  (to 
which  cause  he  attributed  the  comparatively  small  attendance  at  the  St, 
Louis  Convention),  the  annual  meeting  would  be  more  fully  attended  if 
held  at  an  accessible  point  like  Cleveland. 

Mr.  J.  M.  Jordan,  of  St.  Louis,  also  favored  Cleveland,  because  of 
its  convenience  of  access  —  a  consideration  which  he  regarded  as  a 
potent  one,  as  florists  are  working  men  who  are  compelled  to  economize 
time  in  travel. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  J.  E.  Bonsall,  of  Salem,  Ohio,  the  nominations 
closed  and  the  Society  proceeded  to  ballot.  Messrs.  James  Dean  and 
E.  H.  Michel  acted  as  tellers  in  the  taking  of  the  vote.  The  result  of 
the  balloting  showed  a  total  of  188  votes  ;  of  which  Saratoga  received 
one,  Denver  43  and  Cleveland  144. 

The  President  announced  the  selection  of  Cleveland  as  the  meet- 
ing place  in  1896. 

CLASSIFICATION   OF  DUTIABLE   PLANT>. 

A  communication  from  the  Xew  York  Elorists'  Club  in  relation  to  a 
uniform  plant  tariff  was  read  by  the  Secretary,  as  follows  :  — 

Whereas,  The  correct  classification  of  plants,  to  insure  a  uniform 
and  just  duty  on  all  such  material  imported  into  the  United  States,  is  of 
essential  interest  to  all  florists  :  and, 

Whereas,  The  New  York  Florists'  Club,  through  one  of  its  special 
committees,  having  made  such  classification,  after  an  exhaustive  exami- 
nation, and  based  upon  universally  admitted  facts,  has,  by  unanimous 
resolution,  recommended  that  the  matter  be  now  taken  up  by  the  Society 
of  American  Elorists,  in  order  that  a  test  case,  if  necessary,  be  made  on 
such  classification  ;  we.  therefore,  respectfully  request  that  a  special 
committee  of  three  be  appointed  by  the  President  to  confer  with  the  Xew 
York  Florists'  Club  Committee  on  this  subject,  with  power  to  bring  a 
test  case  into  the  courts  in  the  name  of  the  Society,  should  the  com- 
mittee, after  conference  and  investigation,  deem  such  action  on  behalf 
of  the  Society  advisable. 

Secretary  Stewart  supplemented  the  reading  of  the  communica- 
tion with  the  following  statement  :    For  the  information  of  the  members 
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of  this  Society,  it  might  be  well  to  add,  in  connection  with  the  above 
resolution,  that  the  classification  formulated  by  the  New  York  Florists' 
Club  committee  was  adopted  in  its  entirety  by  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment, Customs  Division,  in  a  circular  sent  out  to  the  appraisers  at  all 
ports  of  entry  last  April,  with  the  exception  of  three  items  ;  namely, 
azaleas,  lily  of  the  valley  clumps  and  roses.  The  New  York  Florists' 
Club  committee  claims  that  as  regards  azaleas  only  the  Indica  species 
is  dutiable,  and  all  other  species  free  ;  that  lily  of  the  valley  clumps 
are  entitled  to  free  entry,  and  that  roses,  all  classes,  are  entitled  to 
free  entry,  with  the  exception  of  the  Tea  and  Noisette  classes.  The 
Treasury  circular  makes  azaleas,  all  species,  lily  of  the  valley  clumps  and 
roses,  all  classes,  dutiable,  and  it  is  against  these  rulings,  which  were 
confirmed  primarily  by  the  Board  of  General  Appraisers,  that  the 
committee  seeks  redress. 

Mr.  H.  B.  Beatty  moved  that  the  President  be  empowered  to  ap- 
point the  committee  suggested  by  the  Xew  York  Florists'  Club.  He 
called  attention  to  the  fact  that,  under  the  rule  of  the  Society,  the  com- 
mittee would  be  unable  to  incur  any  expense  without  the  sanction  of  the 
Executive  Committee. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  without  objection. 

The  committee,  as  subsequently  constituted,  is  as  follows:  Messrs. 
Eugene  Dailledouze,  C.  G.  Weber  and  James  Dean. 

STANDARD  LIST  OF  DECORATIVE  PLANTS. 

Secretary  Stewart  then  proceeded  to  read  a  report  from  the  Execu- 
tive Committee  concerning  the  standard  list  of  decorative  plants, which  had 
been  ordered  by  the  Society  to  be  prepared  but  which,  on  further  investi- 
gation by  the  Executive  Committee,  last  winter,  was  temporarily  sus- 
pended for  reasons  stated  during  the  previous  day's  session  of  the  Con- 
vention. He  explained  that,  at  a  very  full  session  on  the  afternoon  of 
Tuesday,  the  Executive  Committee,  after  a  careful  discussion  of  the 
matter,  reached  a  conclusion  upon  it  and  read  the  following  as  the  result 
of  their  deliberations: 

"  Regarding  the  standard  list  of  decorative  plants,  ordered  to  be 
prepared  and  published,  your  committee  found,  after  the  work  had 
progressed  far  enough  so  that  its  expense  could  be  determined,  that  the 
cost  of  the  completed  list  would  be  much  greater  than  the  financial 
situation  of  the  Society  would  warrant,  and  therefore  suspended  it. 
Subsequent  careful  consideration  and  a  statement  by  Professor  Trelease 
that  the  time  required  for  the  completion  of  the  work  was  greater  than 
that  which  he  could  give  to  it,  warrant  your  committee  in  recommending 
thai  it  be  entirely  discontinued." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  P.  O'MARA,  the  recommendation  of  the  Executive 
Committee  was  accepted  without  objection. 
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OFFICERS  FOR   1S96. 

The  nomination  of  officers  for  ensuing  year  being  in  order,  Mr. 
A.  W.  Bennett  of  Pittsburgh,  nominated  Mr.  Wm.  Scott  of  Buffalo, 
N.  Y. 

Mr.  E.  A.  Wood,  of  Denver,  nominated  Mr.  John  G.  Esler,  of 
Saddle  River,  N.  J.  He  said  that  this  gentlemen  had  been  a  member  of 
the  Society  since  its  organization  and,  although  he  had  not  held  any 
platform  position,  he  had  been  intrusted  with  most  responsible  and 
onerous  duties,  had  served  on  some  of  the  most  important  committees 
and  had  been  one  of  the  hardest  workers.  The  speaker  said  he  thought 
he  voiced  the  sentiment  of  the  Convention  in  this  nomination  as  that  of 
a  gentleman  of  the  highest  integrity,  morality  and  executive  ability.  He 
said  that  Mr.  Esler  had  taken  hold  of  one  of  the  affiliated  organizations 
when  it  was  just  tottering  and  had  put  new  life  and  vigor  into  it;  and 
his  success  in  that  direction  gave  assurance  that,  under  his  leadership,  the 
Society  would  recover  its  prestige  and  again  make  substantial  progress. 

Mr.  E.  C.  Reineman,  of  Allegheny,  Pa.,  nominated  A.  W.  Bennett, 
of  Pittsburgh,  Superintendent  of  Schenley  Park;  who,  he  said,  had  done 
a  great  deal  to  create  a  love  of  flowers. 

Mr.  P.  O'Mara,  of  Jersey  City,  N.  J.,  seconded  the  nomination  of 
Mr.  Esler,  whom  he  complimented  as  embodying  in  himself  the  essential 
points  of  fitness  for  the  place.  He  said  that  it  had  been  his  pleasure,  as 
an  executive  officer  of  the  Society,  to  work  with  Mr.  Esler  and  he  knew 
that  to  that  gentleman  more  than  to  any  other  the  Society  was  in- 
debted for  many  of  the  suggestions  and  points  of  action  it  was 
considering  today.  He  thought  the  election  of  Mr.  Esler  would  do  much 
toward  building  up  the  Society,  for  he  was  the  man  of  all  others  who 
could  take  the  many  ends  of  the  organization,  tie  them  together  and  form 
one  strong  rope. 

Mr.  Grove  P.  Rawson,  of  Elmira,  N".  Y.,  seconded  the  nomination 
of  Mr.  Scott  and  said:  Where  can  you  find  a  better  man?  You  know 
why  he  gets  the  appellation  of  "  Great  Scott" — because  he  is  great  in 
good  fellowship,  earnestness  and  enthusiasm.  He  would  make  a  great 
President  for  us  in  1896.  You  know  all  his  good  points,  for  he  has  been 
before  you  and  has  worked  for  you  year  after  year.  I  know  there  are 
many  good  men  for  the  place  but  I  think  he  is  just  "  a  leetle  "  the  best 
Look  around  and  I  think  you  will  feel  in  your  bones,  as  I  do,  that  he  is 
going  to  be  our  next  President.     [Applause.] 

Mr.  A,  W.  Bennett,  said  he  appreciated  highly  the  honor  of  his 
nomination  but  positively  declined  the  office. 

Mr.  E.  G.  Hill,  of  Richmond,  Ind.:  It  seems  to  me  that  what  the 
Society  of  American  Florists  needs  at  this  time  is  a  wise,  courageous  and 
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yet  cautious  leader.  We  want  a  man  who  has  been  tried,  who  has  been 
tested  in  every  particular.  I  think  that  John  G.  Esler  has  been  tried 
and  tested  as  no  other  man  in  this  organization  has  been.  I  have  had 
intimate  knowledge  of  his  steadfastness  of  purpose  and  his  persistent 
work  in  the  Hail  Insurance  Society.  He  took  hold  of  that  society  in  the 
face  of  opposition  that  was  almost  monumental;  and  I  have  marveled  at 
times  at  his  presistency,  his  moral  courage  and  his  steadfastness  of 
purpose.  I  tell  you  that  if  this  Society  honors  John  G.  Esler  by  putting 
him]  in  the  presidential  chair  they  will  honor  themselves.  I  like  the 
man;  I  like  his  good  qualities  of  mind  and  heart;  and  I  tell  you  that 
when  you  know  John  G.  Esler  as  some  of  us  have  had  the  privilege  of 
knowing  him,  he  will  shine  the  equal  of  any  man  in  the  profession.  His 
election  will  be  a  wise,  safe  and  creditable  thing  for  the  Society  of 
American  Florists. 

'  Mr.  J.  D.  Carmody,  of  Evansville,  Ind.  :  It  strikes  me  that  this 
blowing  of  the  bugles  of  our  candidates  is  slightly  out  of  order.  It  would 
be  far  better,  in  placing  the  candidates  before  us,  for  you  to  assume  that 
American  florists  have  sufficient  knowledge  to  vote  intelligently  without 
your  telling  them  how  to  vote.  It  is  not  treating  the  candidates  with 
due  courtesy  to  uphold  the  merits  of  one  against  the  other.  I  move  that 
the  nominations  close  and  the  speeches  also.     [Applause.] 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Carmody  was  agreed  to  without  objection. 

Nominations  for  Vice-President  being  in  order,  Mr.  D.  B.  Long, 
of  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  nominated  Adam  Graham,  of  Cleveland,  Ohio. 

Mr.  A.  Graham  :  I  must  positively  but  kindly  decline  the  nomi- 
nation. I  think  it  would  be  to  the  best  interests  of  the  Society  that 
another  gentleman  should  be  chosen.  I  nominate  Mr.  J.  M.  Gasser,  of 
Cleveland,  Ohio,  for  Vice-President  for  next  year. 

On  motion,  the  nominations  closed. 

For  Secretary  for  the  ensuing  year,  Mr.  Joseph  Heacock,  of  Wyn 
cote.  Pa.,  nominated  the  present  incumbent,  Mr.  Wm.  J.  Stewart,  of 
Boston,  Mass.,  and,  on  motion,  nominations  were  closed. 

For  Treasurer  for  the  ensuing  year,  Mr.  P.  O'Mara,  of  Jersey  City, 
N.  J.,  nominated  the  present  incumbent,  H.  B.  Beatty,  of  Oil  City, Pa., 
and,  on  motion,  nominations  closed. 

The  Chairman,  pro  tern.  (Mr.  J.  M.  Jordan  in  the  chair),  an- 
nounced as  the  next  order  of  business,  a  discussion  of  the  President's 
address. 


SOCIETY    OF   AMERICAN   FLORISTS.  41 

Mr.  Grove  P.  Eawson  suggested  that,  as  the  hour  for  the  noon 
recess  was  rapidly  approaching  and  the  audience  was  thinning  out,  the 
discussion  should  be  deferred  until  later,  so  that  an  opportunity  might  be 
given  for  the  reading  of  the  paper  on  "  Horticultural  education,"  by  Mr. 
Dawson,  which  was  on  the  program  for  the  session  of  today.  He  said 
he  thought  that  any  discussion  of  the  President's  address  at  this  time 
would  necessarily  be  brief  and  hurried,  and  that  members  would  not  be 
apt  to  state  fully  their  ideas  in  regard  to  it  because  of  their  anxiety  to 
hear  Mr.  Dawson. 

Mr.  C.  B.  WniTNALL,  of  Milwaukee,  Wis.,  said  there  was  one 
point  made  by  the  President  upon  which  it  seemed  to  him  to  be  essential 
that  the  discussion  should  be  had,  viz.,  the  closer  relationship  of  the 
auxiliary  societies.  He  thought  that  this  ought  to  be  taken  up  and  some 
action  had  upon  it  as  soon  as  possible. 

Mr.  J.  L.  Dillon,  of  Bloomsburg,  Pa.,  suggested  that  discussion 
on  the  subject  mentioned  by  Mr.  Whitnall  would  be  in  order  when  the 
report  of  the  committee  ou  that  subject  was  presented. 

Mr.  John  Westcott,  of  Philadelphia,  said  that  he  thought  that 
President  Lonsdale  would  not  feel  hurt  if  precedence  was  given  at  this 
time  to  Mr.  Dawson's  paper  in  view  of  the  labor  and  thought  which 
that  gentleman  had  expended  on  his  subject. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Eawson  the  discussion  of  the  President's  address 
was  postponed  until  the  following  day. 

horticultural  education. 

The  Convention  then  listened  to  the  reading  of  a  paper  on  "  Horticul- 
tural education,  practice  and  theory,"  by  Mr.  Chas.  J.  Dawson,  of 
Jamaica  Plain,  Mass. 

Mr.  Dawson  was  warmly  applauded  both  at  the  opening  and  close 
of  his  essay. 

The  paper  was  as  follows  :  — 

The  subject  before  us  is  so  broad  that  it  is  hardly  justice  to  attempt 
to  treat  it  in  such  a  short  space  of  time.  It  is  an  old  subject  which  has 
been  talked  and  written  about  a  good  deal  within  the  last  few  years  by 
men  who  are  far  more  capable  of  treating  it  than  I  can  expect  to  be. 
However,  there  is  much  to  be  said,  and  I  will  simply  give  my  views.  It 
is  the  same  old  question  that  arises  before  you,  how  can  the  best 
gardeners,  florists,  park  superintendents,  etc.,  be  made?  If  you  have 
sons  who  intend  to  follow  in  your  footsteps,  shall  you  place  them  for  a 
year  or  two  in  some  institution  where  a  few  fundamental  facts  will  be 
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learned  in  a  brief  time,  or  start  them  at  once  into  practical  work  ?  With 
whatever  system  the  young  man  commences  his  career,  it  must  be 
impressed  upon  him  that  his  work  is  a  life-time  study;  that  in  addition 
to  his  actual  day  labor  he  should  attend  all  important  horticultural 
exhibitions,  read  with  care  all  trade  journals  pertaining  to  this  subject, 
and  become  a  member  of  some  horticultural  society  which  will  bring  him 
in  contact  with  his  fellow  workers,  and  gain  access  to  a  good  horticultural 
library  in  order  to  increase  his  knowledge. 

Horticulture  is  fast  gaining  a  place  in  the  course  of  instruction  in 
most  of  our  colleges.  A  few  years  ago  this  science  was  little  studied,  but 
in  our  agricultural  colleges  one  or  more  courses  in  horticulture  is  now 
taken  up.  We  can  hardly  expect  to  send  out  men  ready  to  take  a 
position  from  these  schools,  but  we  can  give  them  much  knowledge  in  a 
short  period  of  time  which  will  help  make  their  work  easier  and  clearer. 
In  teaching,  the  knowledge  given  is  the  result  of  past  experiences  of 
other  gardeners.  We  use  their  methods  and  endeavor  to  improve  upon 
them;  every  student  should  fully  understand  the  necessity  of  improving 
upon  the  already  existing  methods  of  growing  if  possible.  In  all 
agricultural  colleges  and  experimental  stations  I  learn  that  it  is  the  aim 
to  combine  theory  and  practice,  lectures  being  followed  by  practical  work. 
At  the  St.  Louis  Botanical  Gardens,  under  the  directorship  of  Prof. 
Trelease,  the  work  is  undertaken  in  such  a  manner  as  to  turn  out  good 
practical  men.  The  course  is  similar  to  that  which  I  shall  speak  of  later 
under  the  future  horticultural  school.  Four  years  are  required  before  the 
garden  pupil  is  supposed  to  complete  the  course,  the  first  year  being 
devoted  entirely  to  work  in  the  greenhouse  and  garden,  and  of  the  re- 
maining three  years  the  time  being  equally  divided  between  the  lecture 
room  and  manual  labor. 

At  Cornell  University  at  Ithaca,  N".  Y.,  Prof.  Bailey  is  making  the 
agricultural  department  one  of  the  best  in  the  country;  it  is  equally 
divided  into  two  parts,  one  devoted  to  research  and  the  other  to  teaching. 
About  10,000  square  feet  of  glass  is  used  in  which  is  grown  a  general  line 
of  greenhouse  and  stove  plants.  Forcing  vegetables  is  taken  up  deeply, 
and  of  late  years  they  are  making  a  specialty  of  the  chrysanthemum  and 
violet.  The  courses  of  instruction  are  numerous,  as  greenhouse  con- 
struction, history  of  horticulture,  propagation,  soils,  etc..  pomology, 
forestiy  and  various  botanical  courses. 

At  the  Bussey  Institution,  a  department  of  Harvard,  horticulture 
under  Prof.  Watson  is  taken  up,  and  as  far  as  it  goes  is  very  thorough, 
but  lack  of  funds  prevents  much  practical  work  being  undertaken.  The 
course  embraced  is  usually  in  one  year's  time  in  connection  with 
agriculture,  chemistry  as  relating  to  agriculture,  and  botany.  A  general 
course  is  given  covering  a  wide  range  from  the  tillage  of  soil,  etc.,  to 
various  means  of  propagating,  greenhouse  construction,  cultural  points 
in  regard  to  the  most  important  plants,  and  an  insight  into  the  vegetable 
and  fruit  world.     Injurious  insects  and  known  remedies  are  taken  up, 
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and  a  few  lectures  in  landscape  gardening  and  forestry.  A  course  is  also 
given  on  trees  and  shrubs,  commencing  with  the  first  order,  Rauun- 
culacese;  every  tree  and  shrub  of  importance  is  named,  and  a  description 
of  their  uses  and  methods  of  propagation  given.  A  similar  course  in 
herbaceous  plants  is  given  also.  Most  of  the  men  studying  here  prepare 
themselves  for  landscape  gardening,  and  in  connection  with  their  work 
take  up  geology,  architectural  engineering  and  a  deep  study  with  botany  . 
The  men  are  given  walks  once  a  week  through  the  Arnold  Arboretum, 
where  they  get  thoroughly  acquaint ed  with  the  trees  and  shrubs.  It  is  a 
noticeable  fact  that  most  of  our  institutions  tend  to  teach  pomology  and 
market  gardening  more  than  horticulture,  and  so  with  most  experimental 
stations.  This  does  not  seem  right,  as  the  state  pays  for  horticulture 
research  work,  and  you  should  insist  that  more  work  in  floriculture  be 
undertaken. 

In  regard  to  the  practical  or  apprenticeship  system  I  am  sorry  to  say 
we  have  none  in  this  country;  it  is  simply  hire  a  man  and  get  the  most 
work  out  of  him  you  can;   especially  is  this  so  at  a  commercial  place. 
You  hire  a  boy  to  learn  the  business.     He  must  pick  up  the  information 
himself;  he  learns  but  little  unless  he  is  energetic,  and  you  are  satisfied 
if  he  tends  to  his  work  and  you  get  your  money's  worth  out  of  him. 
What  can  a  boy  learn  if  he  is  set  hoeing  weeds  from  May  to  October  ? 
nothing,  yet  this  is  what  many  a  bright  boy  is  set  at  when  he  is  supposed 
to  be  learning  the  business.     Don't  do  this,  but  make  his  work  as  varied 
as  possible,  talk  to  him  and  discuss  various  subjects  relating  to  the  work, 
and  explain  to  him  why  various  operations  are  done,  and  do  everything  to 
interest  your  apprentice.     The   young   men  intending   to   become  gar- 
deners in  the  Old  "World  were  generally  placed  under  master  gardeners 
for  a  term   of  years,   usually    three,   the   master  contracting    to   give 
instructions  and  generally  food  and  lodging,  while  the  parents    of  the 
apprentice  granted  the  labor  and  services  during  the  apprenticeship  as 
their  part  of  the  contract.     After  the  period  of  apprenticeship  was  finished 
they  were  called  journeymen  gardeners,  and  to  become  a  foreman  or  head 
gardener  it  was  recommended   that  he  should  take  up  special  branches 
of  the  business,  such  as  botanic  gardens,  nursery,  vegetable  gardening, 
etc.,   spending   about  a  year  in   each    department,   thus   making   him 
thoroughly   acquainted  with  the   different  branches  of  gardening   and 
fitting  him  to  take  charge  of  a  large  estate  in  his  country.     We  have  no 
such  system,  hence  the  need  of  theoretical  education  as  well  as  practice. 
There  are  few  trades  which  may  not  be  learned  in  much  less  time  than 
that  of  gardening,  which  requires  no  small  degree  of  knowledge  and 
ingenuity  to  perform  it  well. 

Summing  up  practice  with  theory  we  find  that  college  education  is  a 
o-ood  thing  to  have.  To  a  boy  with  a  clever  and  active  mind  and  a 
wholesome  kind  of  knowledge,  a  college  education  is  the  greatest  boon 
he  can  have,  and  his  chance  for  success  in  life  is  better  than  that  of  one 
hampered  by  an  unfinished  education.     He  is  able  to  grasp  his  business 
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an  d  scientific  problems  with  a  firm  hand  He  knows  how  to  use  his  men- 
tal powers, (how  to  concentrate  his  energies  and  to  adapt  himself  quickly 
to  situations  that  confront  him.  Above  all  he  learns  to  reason  from 
cause  to  effect[and  vice  versa.  We  must  remember  that  in  the  affairs  of 
life  comparisons  cannot  be  made  with  the  phenomenally  gifted  who  are 
endowed  by  the  Almighty  from  their  birth  with  powers  far  beyond  the 
equipment  of  their  fellows.  The  whole  human  race  profits  by  the  spread 
of  college  education;  still  the  fact  must  be  recognized  that  many  bright 
young  boys  must  get  aloug  with  a  common  school  education,  and  the 
world*should  help  them  whenever  an  opportunity  presents  itself.  A  man 
of  sound  mind  and  good  habits  will  come  to  the  front  whether  he  is 
college-bred  or  not,  but  with  equal  gifts  and  the  same  application  the 
collegian  will  out-strip  him  in  the  race.  Yet  we  cannot  help  but  confess 
a  srreat  liking  for  the  smart,  brainv,  dicrsring  man  who  is  self-taught. 
The  world  is  better  off  for  such  self-made  men,  and  at  all  events  he 
deserves  great  success. 

And  now  to  the  principal  reason  for  the  writing  of  this  paper,  and 
that  is  the  necessity  for  a  national  horticultural  school.  The  United 
States  is  fast  becoming  rich  in  its  grand  public  park  s}^stems,  which  are 
making  a  complete  net-work  all  over  the  country.  All  the  state  and  large 
colleges  are  establishing  botanical  gardens  or  experimental  stations  of 
more  or  less  size,  and  generally  speaking  there  is  a  rapid  advancement 
being  made  in  the  line  of  educational  institutions  connected  with 
horticulture. 

New  York  is  soon  to  have  a  most  complete  botanical  garden;  that  is 
the  land  has  been  set  aside  and  the  money  has  been  appropriated,  and  no 
doubt  the  work  will  rapidly  advance.  Whether  it  will  be  a  credit  to  this 
country  and  compare  with  the  most  famous  botanical  gardens  in  the 
world,  namely,  the  Royal  Gardens  at  Kew,  remains  to  be  seen.  It  has 
been  argued  that  there  is  no  man  in  this  country  capable  of  taking  the 
directorship  of  such  an  immense  institution,  and  it  has  been  asked,  "Where 
is  the  man  in  the  United  States  who  is  able  to  make  the  New  York 
Botanical  Gardens  worthy  of  so  great  a  prototype  and  rival  as  Kew?" 
That  I  could  not  answer,  not  knowing  the  horticultural  world  as  well  as  I 
ought,  but  I  believe  that  there  is  such  a  man,  and  if  there  is  not  why  let 
them  make  them  by  the  score,  as  there  is  a  time  coming  when  every  state 
and  large  city  in  the  Union  will  have  its  large  botanical  garden  or  park  sys- 
tem, and  there  again  the  cry  will  be  raised,  "  Where  are  the  men  capable  of 
filling  such  positions  ?  "  and  thus  the  necessity  of  a  way  to  give  the  rising 
generation  a  broader  education  than  that  which  they  are  now  getting. 

The  old  school  is  fast  dying  out,  and  we  need  men  to  replace  them, 
and  for  that  reason  I  advocate  a  National  School  of  Horticulture  that  will, 
if  nothing  else,  give  its  men  a  good  send-off  into  their  future  work. 
This  school  should  be  of  such  fame  and  proportions  as  regards  its  good 
qualities  that  every  one  of  you  would  wish  to  send  your  children  to  it,  to 
be  given  the  elementary  education  for  their  future  business. 
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Horticulture  has  such  a  wide  scope  that  it  would  be  no  small  matter 
to  establish  such  a  school  as  is  necessary.  It  should  embrace  every 
branch,  both  from  a  practical  and  theoretical  point,  that  will  be  likely  to 
come  up  before  the  incoming  generation. 

Let  us  see  what  the  student  in  such  a  school  would  be  likely  to  pre- 
pare  himself  for.  Evidently  it  would  be  one  of  the  following 
branches:  A  landscape  gardener  or  architect,  a  superintendent  of  some 
large  park,  public  ground,  estate  or  botanical  garden,  a  commercial  florist 
(either  on  a  large  or  small  scale)  or  a  nurseryman.  Thus  you  see  the 
scope  of  an  institution  of  this  kind  would  have  to  be  very  wide  in  order 
to  give  the  student  a  good  practical  education.  We  need  such  an 
institution  and  must  have  it.  How  to  get  it  and  where  to  establish  it  is 
another  question. 

The  United  States  has  already  been  very  liberal  in  the  establishment 
of  its  experimental  stations  and  state  agricultural  colleges,  and  though 
these  colleges  take  up  horticulture  indirectly  as  one  of  the  courses,  still  it 
does  not  serve  the  purpose.  As  regards  our  large  colleges,  horticulture 
is  taken  up  by  some  of  them,  but  not  very  deeply,  merely  because  suffi- 
cient money  has  not  been  left  for  that  purpose,  the  public  benefactors 
usually  leaving  their  money  for  other  branches  which  are  already  well  off. 
So  it  remains  either  for  someone  to  leave  a  large  sum  of  money  to  some 
college  for  the  establishment  of  such  a  school,  or  else  the  appropriation 
of  a  sufficient  sum  of  money  by  the  United  States  government  or  state 
governments,  and  there  is  no  reason  why  this  should  not  be  done.  Look 
at  the  amount  of  money  being  spent  yearly  for  public  parks  and  so  forth 
throughout  the  country;  why  not  put  a  little  more  money  to  some  such 
place  and  make  a  grand  educational  institution  out  of  it  ? 

The  public  could  have  the  benefit  of  it  just  the  same,  as  it  could  be 
laid  out  in  the  manner  of  a  large  estate,  park  or  botanical  garden,  and 
always  open  to  the  public,  this  would  in  no  way  interfere  with  the  work 
of  the  students.  I  say  always  open  to  the  public;  of  course  some  depart- 
ments should  be  closed  from  the  public  certain  hours  of  the  day,  to  allow 
work  to  be  done  that  would  be  hampered  by  visitors.  Thus  you  see  you 
would  not  only  educate  a  limited  number  of  students  but  the  world  at  large, 
and  create  a  greater  interest  in  plants  and  flowers.  Special  attractions  or 
exhibitions  should  be  offered  from  time  to  time,  as  is  the  practice  at 
Schenley  Park,  and  the  place  should  become,  ought  to,  as  famous  as  Kew. 

You  may  say  such  an  establishment  is  impossible.  I  don't  believe 
it,  and  the  day  will  and  must  come  when  there  will  be  such  a  one, 
perhaps  not  on  such  a  grand  scale  at  first,  but  it  will  eventually  reach 
such  proportions.  If  necessary,  outside  places  should  be  connected  with 
such  an  institution.  I  should  recommend  the  laying  out  of  such  a  place 
after  the  manner  of  some  estate  or  park. 

First  we  would  have  an  extensive  greenhouse  department.  This 
should  also  be  divided  into  several  branches.  First  a  commercial  depart- 
ment; here  the  main  points  in  regard  to  commercial  floriculture  should 
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be  taken  up.  This  department  should  be  self-maintaining  in  every  way. 
The  products  should  be  sold  so  that  the  students  may  be  shown  the  ups 
and  downs  and  gain  an  insight  into  the  business  world.  Some  of  you  will 
at  once  say  that  this  would  not  be  right  for  a  rich  institution,  and  would 
be  an  attempt  to  cut  the  throats  of  the  poor  hardworking  florists.  There 
are  many  in  the  profession  who  look  with  a  sort  of  slur  at  any  sort  of  an 
educational  institution,  as  if  they  had  no  business  in  this  world,  and 
think  they  ought  not  to  sell  one  cent's  worth  of  plants  to  help  the  current 
expenses  of  the  institution.  How  little  they  realize  that  these  institu- 
tions are  working  for  their  benefit,  and  that  a  few  hundred  dollars- 
annually  helps  wonderfully  toward  their  support.  But  no,  because  they 
are  a  branch  of  some  college  they  must  be  rolling  over  in  money.  This 
is  not  so,  and  I  myself  know  it  only  too  well.  They  are  often  more  than 
stinted  for  money  to  carry  on  the  work. 

In  this  commercial  department  everything  of  special  importance 
should  be  grown,  that  is,  in  the  rose  houses  there  need  not  necessarily 
be  grown  thousands  of  one  kind  of  a  rose,  but  all  the  important  kinds 
and  enough  of  each  kind  to  show  the  habit,  individuality  and  so  forth 
necessary  to  acquaint  the  student  with  the  proper  method  of  growing. 
You  may  ask,  "  What  is  to  be  done  with  the  money  made  from  this 
department?"  There  are  plenty  of  uses,  such  as  devoting  to  scientific 
research  work. 

The  flowers,  ferns,  etc.,  of  this  branch  would  be  used  by  the 
decorative  department,  which  certainly  ought  to  be  established.  There 
would  surely  be  plenty  of  chances  in  the  college  buildings  and  the 
professors'  houses  to  give  the  students  illustrative  work  in  the  proper 
handling  of  plants  and  flowers  for  decorating  and  the  making  up  of  floral 
pieces  and  similar  things.  This  institution  with  such  branches,  could  be 
made  very  comprehensive  and  complete.  Lectures  and  talks  could  be 
given  from  time  to  time,  followed  by  the  practical  carrying  out  of  such 
work. 

Besides  this  branch  there  should  be  a  most  comprehensive  range  of 
houses,  containing  plants  of  all  descriptions  of  any  ornamental  value 
which  have  not  been  already  embraced  in  the  commercial  department. 
This  set  of  houses  should  be  on  the  plan  of  show-houses,  which  ought  to 
include  stove,  palm,  orchid,  aquatic,  azaleas,  graperies,  fruit  trees, 
vegetable  houses,  besides  a  botanical  department.  In  addition  to  these 
there  should  be  a  small  range  of  houses  for  experimental  purposes. 
Here  experiments  should  be  carried  on  and  space  should  be  set  aside  for 
the  students  in  order  to  carry  on  their  own  research  work. 

In  the  out-of-door  department  the  place  should  be  laid  out  in  the 
best  manner  possible  to  illustrate  the  care  and  the  carrying  on  of  a  large 
estate  or  park,  a  place  being  set  aside  for  a  complete  botanical  garden, 
an  arboretum  and  an  herbaceous  garden,  all  of  which  should  be  laid  out 
in  accordance  with  the  plan  of  some  regular  botanical  system.     There 
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should  also  be  a  kitchen  garden  containing  such  vegetables  and  small 
fruits  as  would  be  grown  on  any  private  estate.  With  such  a  place, 
carried  on  in  perfect  system,  there  would  be  everything  necessary  for 
the  student  to  gain  an  insight  into  the  practical  work  of  his  future  busi- 
ness. 

Now  as  to  the  theoretical  department,  as  theory  should  be  combined 
with  practice.  Such  studies  should  be  taught  as  are  both  directly  and 
indirectly  connected  with  horticulture.  Taking  it  for  granted  that  the 
entrance  student  has  had  a  high  school  education,  let  us  see  what  he 
needs  to  take  up  in  connection  with  his  practical  work.  I  would  lay  out 
a  broad  course,  embracing  such  studies  as  would  be  both  directly  and 
indirectly  connected  with  horticulture.  There  should  be  engineering 
(enough  to  give  him  a  good  insight  into  surveying,  grading,  road-mak- 
ing, etc.),  a  knowledge  of  geology,  that  he  might  better  understand  the 
make-up  of  the  earth's  surface,  a  good  course  in  architectural  work 
(necessary  for  the  drawing  of  plans,  etc.),  a  thorough  knowledge  of 
plants,  etc.,  needed  for  out-of-door  work,  and  enough  botany  that  he 
might  readily  distinguish  whatever  plants  might  come  before  him.  For 
other  students,  some  of  these  courses,  as  engineering  and  architecture, 
might  be  dropped.  But  entomology  should  be  taken  up,  also  chemistry 
with  its  relations  to  agriculture.  This  will  give  the  student  a  better  idea 
of  the  make-up  and  the  tillage  of  the  soil.  Horticulture  and  floriculture 
should  be  taken  up  in  their  broadest  sense.  Tt  is  needless  to  say  that 
complete  laboratories  should  be  connected  with  every  department,  and 
able  instructors  should  take  charge  of  the  different  studies.  In  the  horti- 
cultural courses,  which  are  the  most  important,  the  head  professor 
would  need  one  or  more  assistants,  who  should  take  up  the  supervision 
of  the  practical  work,  and  follow  out  the  instructions  already  given  by 
the  professor. 

Good  practical  men  should  have  charge  of  each  department.  They 
should  not  only  be  good  growers,  but  should  understand  well  the  various 
subjects,  so  that  they  could  talk  in  a  good  manner  to  the  students  under 
their  charge.  The  course  of  such  a  school  should  extend  through  a 
period  of  three  or  four  years,  during  which  time  all  the  above  studies 
should  be  taken  up. 

I  should  advise  that  the  time  should  be  evenly  divided  between 
theory  and  practice.  The  first  and  second  years  the  work  should  cover 
as  wide  a  scope  as  possible,  it  being  the  duty  of  the  assistant  horticul- 
turist to  map  out  the  practical  work  in  the  most  interesting  manner  to 
the  student.  The  third  and  fourth  years  should  be  devoted  to  that  par- 
ticular branch  which  the  student  wishes  to  make  a  specialty  of.  Thus  a 
school  of  this  description,  properly  carried  on,  would  give  the  rising 
generation  a  broader  knowledge  of  our  horticultural  world.  We 
have  plenty  of  men  who  can  grow  a  rose,  carnation,  violet,  etc.,  to  per- 
fection ;  but  outside  of  their  specialty,  where  are  they  ?  Comparatively 
in  the  dark. 
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You  may  say,  "  This  is  a  lifetime  study."  So  it  is,  but  would  it  not 
be  better  for  the  world  in  general  for  such  men  to  have  a  broader  educa- 
tion ?  I  say  emphatically,  yes  ;  and  it  is  this  one  point  I  wish  to  im- 
press upon  your  minds.  The  result  of  such  a  school  would  be  better 
men,  better  wages,  in  fact  a  good  advancement  in  the  horticultural 
world  ;  and  in  future  years  these  so-called  gardeners  would  have  to  take 
a  back  seat.  It  would  be  best  to  place  the  management  under  one  of  our 
famous  colleges,  as  Harvard,  Yale  or  the  University  of  Pennsylvania, 
and  politics  should  be  kept  out  of  it  as  much  as  possible.  A  shorter 
course  than  the  one  described  would  be  established  for  men  who  could 
not  devote  so  much  time  ;  and  it  would  be  well  to  have  a  course  of  lec- 
tures for  the  public  benefit. 

Where  would  such  a  school  be  established  ?  One  is  needed  in  the 
East  and  one  in  the  West.  For  Boston,  at  the  Bussey  Institution,  a 
branch  of  Harvard,  there  is,  as  I  have  mentioned,  a  horticultural 
department.  We  have  a  large  tract  of  land  embracing  some  100  acres, 
which  is  in  every  way  adapted  for  such  work,  and  is  connected  with  the 
Arnold  Arboretum,  another  department  of  Harvard,  and  the  largest  tree 
and  shrub  garden  in  this  country.  Could  a  school  be  established  here, 
the  great  expense  and  long  time  to  develop  the  tree  and  shrub  depart- 
ment would  be  done  away  with. 

We  have  one  grand  public  park  system  and  many  large  estates  for 
illustrative  work,  and  altogether  Boston  would  be  a  grand  place  to  have 
such  a  school  ;  but  I  must  not  say  too  much  in  favor  of  my  own  city, 
yet  the  establishment  of  a  school  like  this  under  the  management  of 
Harvard  would  be  an  untold  pleasure  and  a  great  success.  I  hope  I 
have  impressed  upon  you  the  necessity  and  possibility  of  this  school,  the 
importance  of  combining  theory  with  practice,  and  wish  this  Society 
might  be  induced  to  take  some  action  toward  the  accomplishment  of 
such  a  scheme. 

The  President,  pro  tern.,  (Mr.  Jordan  in  the  chair),  invited  dis- 
cusion  of  the  paper,  and  no  response  being  made,  called  upon  Professor 
Trelease  for  a  statement  giving  some  little  idea  of  the  work  being  done 
at  the  Missouri  Botanical  Garden,  and  the  length  of  time  spent  by  young 
men  in  going  through  that  institution. 

Prof.  Wm.  Trelease,  of  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  responded  that  he  had 
some  hesitancy  in  occupying  the  time  of  the  Convention  in  view  of  the 
near  approach  of  the  hour  for  the  noon  adjournment ;  but  if  the  mem- 
bers desired  him  to  do  so,  he  would  be  glad  to  speak  for  five  minutes. 

Mr.  Eawson  :    I  think  we  all  want  to  hear  Professor  Trelease. 

Prof.  Trelease  :  Then,  as  President  Jordan  has  asked  me  to 
make  a  statement  on  the  subject,  I  take  pleasure  in  saying  this  :   Mr. 
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Henry  Shaw  left  his  fortune,  some  six  years  ago,  for  the  maintenance  of 
the  garden  that  is  known  the  country  over  as  "The  Shaw  Garden," 
although  he  gave  it  the  name  of  "  Missouri  Botanical  Gardens."  He 
indicated  as  one  of  his  wishes  that  the  education  of  Garden  pupils  should 
not  be  neglected.  That,  so  far  as  his  will  was  concerned,  was  all  the  infor- 
mation we  had  to  guide  us;  but  we  found,  from  the  manuscript  memoran- 
dum, that  he  had  in  mind  that  in  a  place  such  as  he  had  endowed,  there 
were  opportunities  that  ought  to  be  utilized  for  the  education  of  pupils 
who  were  to  be  concerned  in  the  growth  of  plants.  It  was  his  idea  that 
we  should  take  a  few  apprentices  (in  fact  he  indicated  the  number,  six), 
and  that  these  young  men  ought  to  be  given  an  opportunity,  in  connec- 
tion with  their  manual  labor,  to  obtain  theoretical  instruction.  Acting 
upon  this  hint  from  Mr.  Shaw  a  course  of  study  was  arranged  and  the 
board  of  trustees  of  the  Garden  established  a  half-dozen  free  scholarships, 
meanwhile  paying  the  expenses  of  the  young  men  ;  that  is,  paying  them 
a  certain  sum  sufficient  to  cover  their  expenses  each  year,  and  giving 
them  free  lodging  and  free  tuition.  Under  the  course  of  study  estab- 
lished by  the  board,  covering  four  years,  the  first  year  is  given  to  manual 
work,  and  one-half  of  the  other  three  years  to  manual  and  the  other 
half  to  theoretical  work.  This  has  been  in  operation  over  five  years. 
We  have  now,  each  year,  enough  applicants  to  make  it  possible  to  award 
the  scholarships  to  young  men  who  promise  to  reflect  credit  on  the  insti- 
tution. Last  year  the  board  opened  the  door  a  little  wider  than  it  had 
been  opened  in  establishing  the  scholarships,  by  authorizing  the  admis- 
sion of  other  students  who  are  fitted  for  the  work  on  the  payment  of  a 
nominal  tuition  fee  ;  that  is,  S25  a  year.  So  that  the  course  now  open 
in  St.  Louis  is  open  to  any  one  who  wishes  to  take  it  upon  paying  a 
nominal  sum  as  an  earnest  of  good  faith. 

In  regard  to  the  point  upon  which  Mr.  Jordan  has  asked  me  to  speak 
particularly,  viz.,  the  work  that  we  do,  I  will  say  that  we  try  to  cover 
very  largely  the  ground  that  Mr.  Dawson  has  mentioned.  We  find  that 
giving  all  of  one  year  and  the  half  of  each  of  the  other  years  to  manual 
work  makes  it  necessary  to  draw  the  line  pretty  closely  as  to  the  theoretical 
work.  We  have  no  course  in  chemistry  ;  that  is,  no  laboratory  course, 
although  the  students  get  an  intelligent  notion  or  a  knowledge  of  ele- 
mentary chemistry  in  their  work  on  plant  physiology  and  in  their  read- 
ings. In  one  or  two  years  of  laboratory  work,  the  knowledge  of 
chemistry  that  they  would  acquire  would  not  make  them  sufficiently 
expert,  but  in  any  critical  case  they  would  be  obliged  to  fall  back  on  the 
professional  chemist  ;  and  in  any  such  case,  they  could  usually  get  the 
help  which  they  needed  from  the  agricultural  experiment  station  in  their 
state.  The  same  may  be  said  to  be  true  of  geology.  I  think  that,  as  to 
the  other  work,  the  subjects  which  have  been  mentioned  by  Mr.  Dawson 
are  all  included. 

While  we  are  not  making  botanists  or  other  specialists  of  these 
students,  about  a  third  of  their  work  is  roughly  classified   under   the 
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general  head  of  botany,  not  the  botany  of  wild  plants  but  strictly  the 
botany  of  the  gardener.  For  instance,  a  part  of  their  time  is  given  to 
the  twig  character  of  plants  in  winter.  Every  nurseryman  knows  that 
he  can  go  into  the  nursery  and  pick  out  the  different  varieties  of  apple 
trees  by  their  twig  character,  in  winter  ;  and  what  can  be  done  with 
horticultural  varieties  in  this  way,  we  try  to  equip  students  for  doing 
with  the  ordinary  decorative  woody  plants.  They  also  give  some  time 
to  the  botany  of  fern  cultivation  for  decorative  purposes,  to  the  botany 
of  palms  and  stove  plants,  and  to  the  botany  of  garden  vegetables  and 
bedding  plants.  So  that  all  their  botany  is  the  botany  of  the  florist  ex- 
cept for  a  two-term  study  of  their  native  plants. 

Of  course  the  proof  as  to  any  course  of  study  is  to  be  found  in  the 
results  which  are  reached  ;  and  as  to  that  we  simply  endorse  what  the 
essayist,  Mr.  Dawson,  has  said  on  the  subject,  that  a  man  with  a  bright 
mind  is  going  to  do  infinitely  better  for  having  a  course  of  this  kind  in 
his  youth.  If  I  were  asked  if  I  could  recommend  one  of  these  pupils,  on 
completing  his  course,  to  take  charge  of  a  violet  house,  I  should  probably 
have  to  answer,  no  ;  but  I  would  advise  any  one  of  them  who  wished 
'  to  become  a  violet  specialist,  oncompletiug  his  course,  to  go  to  a  success- 
ful violet  grower,  to  get  what  wages  he  could,  or  to  take  no  wages  or  even 
to  pay  for  the  privilege  of  spending  a  year  where  he  could  learn  the  methods 
of  this  successful  grower.  And  this  is  true  in  the  case  of  any  specialty. 
I  believe  that  a  man  would  make  a  better  violet  grower  and  a  far  more 
useful  man  to  the  community  for  having  had  this  general  course  than  the 
same  man  would  if  he  had  not  had  it. 

Up  to  the  present  time  only  two  men  have  completed  the  course. 
Both  of  these,  somewhat  to  my  regret  (for  I  should  have  preferred  see- 
ing them  go  into  commercial  positions) ,  have  received  college  appoint- 
ments, and,  so  far  as  I  know,  both  of  them  have  given  satisfaction,  so 
far  as  they  have  yet  been  tested. 

The  Chair  (Mr.  Jordan)  :  On  behalf  of  the  Society,  I  want  to 
thank  Professor  Trelease  for  his  remarks.  And  I  would  say  that  the 
people  around  there  for  a  long  distance,  are  looking  forward  to  the  time 
when  some  of  these  young  men  will  be  graduated  from  that  Botanical 
Garden.  There  is  no  trouble  in  the  way  of  their  getting  positions  and 
going  into  business.  They  are  laying  the  foundation  there  for  usefulness 
in  horticulture. 

In  regard  to  one  portion  of  Mr.  Dawson's  remarks,  I  would  suggest 
that,  with  the  amount  of  curriculum  to  be  gone  through,  the  number  of 
books,  etc.,  it  would  take  a  student  eight  or  ten  years,  I  should  think,  to 
take  up  those  particular  departments.  But,  as  Mr.  Dawson  stated,  there 
are  positions  very  near  the  college  at  Harvard  where  students  can  take 
up  a  separate  department.  That  is  what  we  want ;  we  want  men  who 
are  fitted  for  horticulture  and  who  have  had  the  time  to  acquire  a  general 
knowledge  of  it.     If  young  men  are  not  able  to  give  the  time  for  this 
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purpose,  then  they  want  to  take  the  shorter  cut  and  get  that  which  will 
tit  them  for  practical  business  on  some  of  the  important  points.  Then 
let  them  work  it  out  themselves. 

Mr.  Thomas  Gunson,  of  Lansing,  Mich.  :  At  the  Michigan  Agri- 
cultural College,  the  ideas  advanced  by  Mr.  Dawson  in  his  paper  are 
carried  into  execution,  viz.,  in  the  establishment  of  a  horticultural  col- 
lege. "We  go  even  further  than  that,  because  we  have  also  full  courses  in 
botany  and  in  chemistry.  We  have  the  manual  labor  system.  The 
course  runs  for  four  years,  and  the  students  have  two  and  a-half  hours  of 
manual  labor  daily.  The  course  in  horticulture  embodies  floriculture, 
pomology,  plant  physiology,  plant  pathology  and  the  study  of  fruits  and  of 
trees  and  grasses.  It  is  our  experience  as  a  successful  school,  that 
students  in  agriculture  or  horticulture  do  better  work  through  these  sciences 
being  kept  by  themselves,  than  they  would  do  if  studied  in  connection 
with  any  of  the  other  sciences.  Ordinarily  these  seem  to  be  made  side 
issues  wherever  tried. 

Mr.  Dawson  (replying  to  points  of  the  speakers),  explained  that 
the  horticultural  department  which  had  already  been  established  at 
Harvard,  was  located  at  a  point  seven  miles  from  the  college  and  that  it 
in  no  way  was  connected  with  Harvard  except  that  it  was  under  the  col- 
lege management.  He  said  the  idea  of  medicine,  law  or  any  of  those  other 
studies  interfering  with  this  department  at  Harvard  would  be  out  of  the 
question.  In  regard  to  laying  out  a  course  of  studies,  he  said  that  what 
he  had  meant,  in  his  suggestion,  was  that  some  of  the  studies  should  be 
taken  up  in  an  elementary  way.  In  reply  to  Mr.  Jordan's  remark,  that 
it  would  be  almost  impossible  for  a  student  to  take  up  all  the  departments 
in  a  less  period  than  eight  or  ten  years,  he  said  :  Now,  let  us  see.  If 
we  take  up  geology,  botany  or  horticulture,  how  are  we  to  go  over  the 
ground  ?  Take  the  flrst  year.  A  man  would  have  two  or  three  lectures 
a  week,  followed  by  the  laboratory  work,  and  then  he  would  have  the 
other  twenty-five  or  thirty  hours  a  week  for  practical  work  in  the  green- 
house and  grounds.  Also  in  regard  to  the  horticultural  school  :  I  did 
not  mean  that  a  man  should  devote  all  the  time  or  half  the  time  to  his 
studies,  but  I  meant  that  he  should  give  to  his  studies  such  time  as  was 
requisite  to  enable  him  to  better  understand  what  is  being  done  in  the 
department.  As  to  making  a  specialty  of  anything,  my  idea  was  to  give 
the  man  as  broad  a  scope  as  possible.  You  find  that  the  average  boy  is 
going  to  take  more  interest  in  his  future  work,  and  is  going  to  do  better 
in  this  world  if  he  has  a  broader  idea  to  commence  with. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  P.  O'Mara,  a  vote  of  thanks  was  tendered  to  Mr. 
Dawson  for  his  very  able  paper. 


52  PROCEEDINGS  OF  ELEVENTH   CONVENTION, 

GENERAL   15USINESS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  E.  A.  Wood,  the  Question  Box  was  laid  over  until 
the  following  day. 

On  motion  of  Messrs.  Allen  and  Michel,  it  was  ordered  that  the 
hour  of  meeting  on  the  following  day  be  fixed  for  9  o'clock,  the  unfin- 
ished business  of  the  present  session  to  be  resumed  at  that  time. 

Mr.  P.  O'Mara  suggested  the  propriety  of  formally  acknowledging 
the  invitation  to  the  Society  from  the  city  of  Denver  to  hold  the  next 
annual  meeting  in  that  city,  which  invitation  has  been  extended  through 
-the  Governor  of  Colorado  and  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  Denver. 
He  thought  that  it  would  be  simply  courteous  for  the  Secretary  of  the 
Society  of  American  Florists  to  communicate  with  the  proper  parties  to 
thank  them  for  their  courtesy,  and  to  inform  them  that  the  Society  had 
been  compelled  to  decline  their  proffered  hospitality  for  the  reason  that 
a  majority  of  the  members  preferred  to  go  to  Cleveland.     He  made  a 


Mr.  E.  G.  Hill  seconded  the   motion  and  it  was  adopted  unani- 
mously. 

Adjourned. 


SECOND  DAY  — EVENING. 

THE    MYSTERIES    OF   THE   FLOWERS. 

In  place  of  the  usual  order,  the  Executive  Committee  had  arranged 
for  a  lecture  on  this  evening,  by  Win.  Hamilton  Gibson,  on  "  The  mys- 
teries of  the  flowers."  The  lecturer's  fame  had  evidently  preceded  him, 
for  the  audience  completely  filled  the  main  floor  of  the  theatre.  For  two 
full  hours  he  held  the  closest  attention  of  this  vast  assembly,  and  his 
remarks  were  frequently  interrupted  by  a  tumult  of  applause.  How 
much  longer  they  would  have  been  willing  to  sit  and  listen  to  him  it 
would  be  hard  to  judge,  for  the  interest  was  intense  up  to  the  last 
moment,  and  after  the  close  many  pressed  forward  for  the  privilege  of 
shaking  the  hand  of  the  man  who  had  told  them  in  such  a  wonderfully 
beautiful  and  simple  manner  so  much  that  was  new  to  them  of  the  floral 
mechanism  and  nature's  marvelous  provisions  for  the  fulfillments  of  her 
plans  in  the  perpetuation  of  her  species  and  the  survival  of  the  fittest  at 
all  hazards.  One  prominent  florist  was  heard  to  remark,  "  I  never  knew 
there  was  so  much  in  flowers,"  and  it  is  safe  to  say  there  were  few,  it"  any, 
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in  that  entire  audience  who  would  not  admit  the  same  fact  after  they  had 
listened  to  Mr.  Gibson.  He  told  of  Darwin's  discoveries,  of  the  processes 
of  evolution,  of  nature's  methods  for  cross-fertilization,  and  compared 
the  result  with  man's  accomplishments  in  the  same  line  ;  of  the  inter- 
communication of  the  flowers  and  the  insects  ;  of  the  devices  by  which 
the  flowers  attracted  the  attention  of  insects  and  insured  cross-fertiliza- 
tion ;  of  the  causes  of  variation  ;  the  reasons  for  color,  fragrance, 
honey  and  structural  peculiarities  of  flowers,  illustrating  each  point  by 
the  use  of  charts  and  ingeniously  constructed  moving  mechanical  models, 
and  all  in  language  beautifully  simple.  That  this  latter  feature  was  appre- 
ciated by  his  audience  was  evinced  hy  the  hearty  and  long-continued 
applause  that  greeted  him  when  he  protested  against  the  cumbersome 
technicalities  of  botanical  literature,  and  promised  that  if  he  should  live 
long  enough  there  would  be  a  botany  for  the  people  in  Anglo-Saxon.  The 
occasion  was  one  which  will  long  be  remembered  by  those  who  were 
present,  as  one  of  the  most  interesting  and  instructive  features  ever 
enjoyed  by  the  Society  of  American  Florists, 


THIRD  DAY.—  MORNING. 

Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  August  22,  1895. 
The  Convention  met  at  9.15  A.  M.,  President  Lonsdale  in  the  Chair. 

AMENDED   REPORTS   OF   COMMITTEES   ON   EXHIBITS. 

Secretary  Stewart  presented  and  read  the  amended  report  of  the 
Committee  on  Boilers,  the  following  clause  having  been  stricken  out: 
"  Your  committee  does  not  consider  cast  iron  a  proper  material  for 
steam  boilers." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jos.  Heacock,  the  report  was  accepted  without 
objection. 

The  amended  portion  of  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Plants,  to 
which  objection  had  been  made,  was  presented  and  read.  (The  amend- 
ment consisted  in  omitting  the  award  of  a  certificate  of  merit  and  making 
the  paragraph  read  as  follows:  "Myers  &  Samtman,  WyndmoorT 
Chestnut  Hill,  Pa.  Highly  commended  for  well  grown  plants  of  carna- 
tions, Delia  Fox  and  Annie  Lonsdale.") 

On  motion  of  Mr.  J.  G.  Esler,  the  report  was  accepted  without 
objection. 
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CLOSER   RELATIONS   WITH   AUXILIARY   SOCIETIES. 

President  Lonsdale  called  for  a  report  from  the  committee  on  this 
subject. 

Mr.  John  G.  Esler,  the  Chairman,  responded  by  reading  the 
following  report  :  — 

To  be  of  value,  your  committee  realizes  that  its  recommendations 
must  meet  with  the  approval  of  both  the  Society  of  American  Florists 
and  its  auxiliaries. 

"We  therefore  divide  the  auxiliaries  into  two  classes  : 

First.  Specials:  —  Under  this  head  are  the  Carnation,  Rose, 
Chrysanthemum  and  Dahlia  Societies. 

We  recommend  that  instead  of  auxiliary  societies,  these  be  known 
as  "  Sections,"  for  instance,  the  Carnation  Section,  Rose  Section,  etc., 
of  the  Society  of  American  Florists.  The  affairs  of  each  section  to  be 
managed  by  a  committee  of  five,  to  be  elected  by  the  members  of  each 
specific  section,  and  their  membership  to  consist  only  of  members  of  tne 
Society  of  American  Florists,  no  additional  charge  being  made  for  mem- 
bership in  the  various  sections. 

We  further  suggest  that  the  chairman  of  the  committee  of  each 
section  shall  be  a  member  of  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Society  of 
American  Florists,  entitled  to  all  the  rights  of  a  regularly  appointed 
executive  committeeman. 

We  also  recommend  that  spring  and  fall  national  flower  shows  be 
held  by  the  Society  of  American  Florists,  the  special  sections  to  have 
charge  of  their  specialties  in  such  shows,  and  their  committees  to  act  in 
conjunction  with  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Society  of  American 
Florists. 

Second.  Beneficial  Auxiliaries:  —  Under  this  head  we  class  the 
Florists'  Hail  Association,  Florists'  Protective  Association  and  Telegraph 
Delivery  Association. 

We  recommend,  first,  that  each  of  these  Associations  hold  their 
annual  elections  at  the  same  time  and  place  as  the  annual  meeting  of  the 
Society  of  American  Florists,  and  that  their  annual  reports  be  published 
in  the  report  of  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Society  of  American  Florists. 

We  recommend  that  the  officers  and  Executive  Committee  of  the 
Society  of  American  Florists  endeavor  to  arrange  with  the  officers  and 
directors  of  the  Florists'  Hail  Association  for  the  payment  of  a  gross 
sum  by  the  Florists'  Hail  Association  to  the  Society  of  American  Florists, 
which  shall  entitle  each  member  of  the  Florists'  Hail  Association  to  one 
membership  in  the  Society  of  American  Florists  for  one  year,  said  sum 
to  be  fixed  upon  annually. 

We  believe  that  the  Protective  Association  would  have  enlarged 
usefulness  by  increased  membership  ;  and  we  therefore  recommend  that 
every  member  of  the  Society  of  American  Florists  be  allowed  to  join  the 
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Protective  Association  by  the  payment  of  a  small  additional  fee  annually 
in  addition  to  their  dues  to  the  Society  of  American  Florists  ;  that 
Society  to  pay  any  deficiency  in  running  the  Association. 

We  believe  that  the  Telegraph  Delivery  Association  would  be  bene- 
fited by  opening  its  doors  to  the  members  of  the  Society  of  American 
Florists  ;  a  small  additional  fee  to  be  paid  by  the  members  of  the  Society 
of  American  Florists  who  desire  to  join. 

We  believe  that  the  admission  of  florists'  clubs  to  membership  in  the 
Society  of  American  Florists,  on  the  same  basis  as  that  recommended 
for  the  Florists'  Hail  Association,  is  worthy  of  the  consideration  of  the 
Society  of  American  Florists  and  its  Executive  Committee. 

We  should  bear  in  mind  that,  "  In  union  there  is  strength,"  and  in 
all  our  efforts  to  benefit  the  trade  we  should  endeavor  to  make  the  Society 
of  American  Florists  a  lever  that  will  exert  a  potent  influence  in  what- 
ever direction  it  is  operated. 

John  G.  Esler. 

E.  G.  Hill. 
H.  B.  Beatty. 

The  President  invited  discussion  of  the  report. 

Mr.  Grove  P.  Rawson,  of  Elmira,  X.  Y.,  responded  in  the 
following  witty  and  interesting  remarks:  Mr.  President,  as  you  know, 
this  is  an  age  of  irreverence.  Anybody  knows  it  and  every  one  admits 
that  irreverence  is  in  the  very  air  we  breathe.  The  parent  feels  it;  and 
the  auxiliaries  are  making  the  parent  Society  feel  it  to  a  marked  degree. 
It  is  my  notion  the  auxiliaries  are  over-stepping  their  privileges;  their 
present  style  is  too  much  a  "go-as-you-please,"  and  "  what-are-you- 
going-to-do-about-it,  aindt  it  ?  "  Like  the  precocious  youngsters  of  the 
day,  who  from  the  time  they  begin  to  toddle  almost  take  the  whip  in 
their  own  hands  and  rule  the  household  from  the  word  "  go  "  "aindt  it  ?  " 
When  it  comes  to  college  life,  the  little  freshman  has  no  respect  left  for 
"Dad,"  knows  too  much  of  sappy  knowledge;  and  the  only  use  "  the  old 
man  "  or  "  Guv'ner  "  serves  at  all  is  to  fork  over  the  cash  for  raising  the 
wind  — "aindt  it?" 

This  same  spirit  of  irreverence  and  want  of  proper  respect  permeates 
every  state  and  condition  of  society  and  foreshadows  a  restiveness  far 
from  being  educational  and  which  is  dangerous  to  any  fundamental 
principle  of  superstructure.  The  auxiliaries  have  no  respect  for  the 
parent  Society  save  as  a  cloak  to  cover  up  their  unparliamentary 
proceedings.  With  our  multitudinous  auxiliaries  the  Society  of 
American  Florists  is  hardly  more  than  a  big  tent  affording  shelter  (mind, 
I  say  it  good  naturedly)  for  a  lot  of  side-shows;  and  in  the  opinion  of  a 
good  many  the  attractions  often  are  superior  to  the  main  entrance. 
When  I  go  to  a  circus  I  prefer  to  pay  one  price  of  admission,  enough 
though  to  warrant  a  good  exhibition  when  I  once  get  inside;  and  I  don't 
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like  to  be  pestered  with  a  lot  of  blatant  vendors  of  pop-corn,  peanuts  and 
weak  lemonade;  nor  do  I  care  to  be  importuned  with  a  din  of  Babel 
sounds:  "Buy  your  tickets  for  the  concert  —  right  this  way  for  living 
curiosities  —  only  a  dime  extra  for  two-headed  calf,  the  Australian 
children  and  the  lively  Hottentots.  All  for  the  small  sum  of  twenty- 
five  cents,  gentlemen,  you  can  talk  to  the  conjuror  of  the  East, 
interview  the  snake  charmer  and  fondle  the  sea  serpent  and  mermaid." 
My  eyes  and  ears  are  so  filled  with  side-shows  that  I  hardly  know  what 
are  the  attractions  of  the  main  ring,  and  I  have  often  forgotten  what  were 
the  inducements  which  roped  me  in.  So  I  say  the  Society  of  American 
Florists  is  a  big  circus  tent  harboring  a  lot  of  side-shows  which  ought  to 
exhibit  under  one  canvas  or  pay  well  for  the  privilege  of  being  so 
"  durned  "  independent  and  ruining  the  main  show.  It  is  said  that 
Barnum  emptied  a  big  tent  into  a  side  show  by  putting  up  a  sign,  in  big 
letters:  "This  way  for  the  egress."  Thinking  this  was  the  main 
attraction  one  started  and  then  another,  like  a  flock  of  sheep,  until  the 
whole  crowd  had  backed  out  of  the  main  show.  I  tell  you,  gentlemen, 
these  independent  side-shows  are  dangerous  to  the  peace  of  mind  of  the 
Society  of  American  Florists. 

The  Society  of  American  Florists  is  the  main  shaft  supplying  the 
motive  power  for  a  lot  of  fly  wheels,  each  one  independent  of  the  other, 
without  a  thought  of  what  makes  them  "git."  "  But,  shentlemens,  it 
takes  live  coals  to  make  dot  steam  —  aindtit?"  With  this  incessant 
friction  the  shaft  will  wear  out  or  else  the  "  biler  will  burst,"  and  then 
where  are  we  ?  The  auxiliaries  along  with  the  Society  of  American 
Florists  will  be  "  knocked  more  high  as  two  kites,  py  shiminies  !  "  A 
fellow  from  the  rural  districts  suddenly  stopped  smoking  after  puffing 
away  for  twenty  years  or  so.  He  dropped  the  ashes  of  his  pipe  in  some 
blasting  powder! 

A  man  driving  a  much  attenuated  horse  drew  up  at  a  wayside  inn, 
and  was  very  careful  to  cover  up  his  poor  nag,  thereby  attracting  the  at- 
tention of  a  bystander.  "  Say,  Mister,  what  you  got  there,  some- 
thing valuable  ?  "  "  Well,  no,  nothing  to  speak  of;  I'm  simply  covering 
up  the  old  horse  to  keep  the  wind  from  blowing  the  hay  out  of  him." 
Really  we  must  protect  the  Society  of  American  Florists  more.  Hay  is  a 
short  crop,  mind  you,  and  expensive.  Better  give  the  old  hoss  more 
oats.  You  are  riding  him  to  death,  ye  auxiliaries.  It  dosen't  do  to  let 
a  good  horse  out  to  every  driver  ;  cranks  are  poor  jockeys.  Give  the 
auxiliaries  free  rein,  and  what  a  race  it  would  be.  Neck  and  neck, 
plenty  of  starters  but  more  tail-enders.  Let's  see.  It  would  be  carnation- 
ists,  rosarians,  chrysanthemists,  sweet  violet  and  pansy  fiends,  daisy 
fiends,  lily  craze,  dahlia  revivalists  ;  closely  followed  by  hail  and  fire 
insurance,  telegraphic  codes  and  mutual  protection  in  a  lot  of  false  starts. 
True,  the  auxiliaries  show  up  in  the  grand  parade  once  a  year  ;  but 
that  is  about  all  the  Society  of  American  Florists  sees  or  hears  of  them, 
so  far  as  the  parent  Society  is  concerned.     "  Vos  is  das  what  goes  ven. 
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de  vagon  goes,  stops  veu  de  vagon  stops,  is  of  no  use  to  de  vagon,  yet 
de  vagon  goes  nicht  rnitout  it  ?     Why,  dot  noise  —  aindt  it  ?  " 

The  Carnation  Society  is  the  biggest  toad  in  the  puddle  and  offers 
the  greatest  inducements  for  the  least  money  —  a  carnation  exhibition 
once  a  year  and  a  banquet  for  all  present.  The  Rose  Society  is  an  ex- 
clusive affair.  You  can  count  the  members  on  your  fingers.  It  costs 
more  than  all  the  others  combined  without  an  adequate  return  for  your 
investment,  except  perhaps  added  assessments.  However,  this  is  an 
old  story  these  dull  times  ;  the  only  way  many  of  our  investments  pan 
out  is  to  put  your  hand  deeper  in  your  pocket  and  discover  there  is 
a  hole  in  the  skimmer  —  "  aindt  it  ?  "  It  is  very  simple  to  join  the  Rose 
Society.  All  you  have  to  do  is  to  deposit  five  dollars  with  the  treasurer 
until  he  makes  further  drafts  upon  your  resources.  It  is  a  secret  society, 
none  of  its  members  know  of  anything  having  been  accomplished. 
What's  in  the  name  of  the  American  Rose  Society?  Anything  else 
would  smell  as  sweet.  At  this  rate  it  will  soon  be  war,  instead  of  love, 
among  the  roses.  The  Chrysanthemum  Society  is  much  more  economical. 
It  does  not  even  pay  its  bills,  yet  at  the  same  time  is  rather  a  live  corpse. 
The  flower  it  represents  is  so  regal  and  absolute  that  the  members  of  the 
society  simply  have  to  get  a  gait  on  themselves  or  off  go  their  heads.  It 
is  not  wise  to  fool  with  so  supreme  a  monarch  as  Old  King  Mum.  The 
Knights  of  the  Round  Table  always  give  ear  when  his  excellency  is  on 
deck.  The  Dahlia  Society  is  but  knocking  —  knocking  at  the  outer  gates. 
Are  you  going  to  let  it  in,  gentlemen  ? 

If  one  only  knew  about  that  hail  business,  just  where  it  was  going 
to  strike  us,  and  particularly  the  size  of  the  geometric  cubes  and  prisms, 
why  we  would  all  be  insured,  yet  there  is  the  dreadful  uncertainty  ;  and 
the  coal  bills  are  not  all  paid  yet,  are  they  ?  And  florists  are  renowned 
for  being  a  leetle  slow  — "  aindt  it?  "  fire  insurance  is  a  hard  nut  to 
crack  and  a  difficult  matter  to  settle  with  any  degree  of  mutual  satisfac- 
tion. It  usually  requires  a  fiery  experience  before  you  can  successfully 
cope  with  an  insurance  company.  Florists  are  not  all  sharpers,  unless  it 
be  the  Greeks  and  fakirs.  Telegraph  delivery,  commercial  reports,  and 
so  on,  are  practically  mere  matters  of  business  —  each  one  to  settle  for 
himself,  according  to  his  own  judgment  and  the  circumstances  involved. 

In  my  opinion  we  have  too  much  organization,  minus  equal  motive 
power.  "We  are  dealing  too  much  in  glittering  generalities.  "We  attempt 
too  much  and  therefore  something  must  be  neglected.  Why  not  work 
more  for  the  benefit  of  the  parent  Society  rather  than  undermine  and 
weaken  its  resources  and  usefulness  through  auxiliary  side-shows  ? 
Why  not  show  up  in  one  tent  as  a  completed  whole,  and  offer  all  the 
attractions  for  one  price  of  admission  ?  Florists  are  not  all  capitalists  by 
a  long  shot,  and  are  not  likely  to  be  with  times  as  they  are,  when  you 
have  almost  to  split  a  hair  to  view  margins.  The  recommendations  of 
the  Committee  on  Closer  Relations  of  the  Auxiliaries  with  the  parent 
Society  are  sufficient  to  represent  the  special  interest  of  each  branch  of 
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our  trade.  In  my  opinion  the  decreasing  membership  of  the  Society  of 
American  Florists,  and  incidental  lack  of  interest,  are  largely  due  to  the 
drafts  made  by  auxiliary  societies  not  only  of  money  but  of  time.  Time 
is  money. 

The  carnation  flower  show  is  all  right,  but  let  it  be  under  the  aus- 
pices of  the  Society  of  American  Florists,  and  for  revenue,  if  possible  — 
the  same  as  to  any  special  display  of  chrysanthemums,  roses  or  what  not. 
The  Society  of  American  Florists  is  in  need  of  a  more  assured  source  of 
income  than  the  fluctuating  uncertainties  of  annual  dues  that  remain  in 
statu  quo  year  by  year.  One  thing  is  certain,  the  auxiliaries  should  not 
accept  members  who  are  not  already  members  of  the  Society  of  Ameri- 
can Florists  in  good  standing.  But  I  repeat  it,  why  not  unite  as  a  lively 
whole  for  a  common  cause,  call  it  a  National  Society  or  whatever  you  will  ? 
Florists  know  what  blight  and  decay  mean  to  vegetation.  Blight,  mil- 
dew and  damping-off  exist  in  various  phases  of  our  Society.  Has  any 
one  a  remedy  to  offer  —  some  patent  cure-all  or  tonic  warranted  to  give 
perennial  harmony,  perpetual  enthusiasm  and  financial  success  ? 

(As  illustrating  his  different  points,  Mr.  Rawson  narrated  the  fol- 
lowing anecdotes) :  — 

An  Englishman  went  to  New  York  and  put  up  a  sign  :  "  Established 
1804,"  and  rather  prided  himself  upon  the  antiquity  of  his  establishment. 
The  next  day  his  Yankee  rival  across  the  way  burlesqued  his  sign  in  this 
way:  "Established  yesterday  —  no  old  goods  on  hand."  The  auxili- 
aries are  but  recently  established  and  already  advertise  the  greatest  at- 
tractions, everything  new  and  fresh,  permanent  quarters  aud  special  rates 
for  the  season. 

A  New  York  lady,  while  visiting  in  the  west,  had  some  experience 
with  a  cyclone.  While  asleep  at  a  friend's  house  it  blew  over  and  the 
lady  was  pinned  to  the  earth  by  a  heavy  rafter.  It  was  supposed  she  was 
crushed  ;  but  when  she  was  dug  out,  she  opened  her  eyes  and  gently 
murmured  —  "  Jane,  I  feel  a  little  uncomfortable  — unloosen  my  corset." 
The  auxiliaries  are  pressing  a  little  too  hard  and  squeezing  the  Society  of 
American  Florists  worse  than  a  tight  corset  grips  a  woman's  waist.  It's 
unhealthy  to  say  the  least. 

There  was  an  American  farmer  who  owned  a  little,  scraggy,  cantan- 
kerous bull,  that  could  not  be  kept  inside  of  any  lot  that  was  ever  fenced 
in  Connecticut.  One  day,  just  after  the  railroad  between  Hartford  and 
Springfield  was  made,  he  broke  out  of  his  pasture  and  made  for  the  rail- 
road. His  owner  saw  the  tip  end  of  his  tail  disappear  over  the  fence, 
and  "  put  "  for  him  the  best  he  could.  Just  as  he  reached  the  railroad, 
along  came  a  train  at  full  speed,  and  there  stood  his  bull  on  the  track, 
with  head  down  and  ready  for  a  fight  with  the  locomotive.  The  old  man 
swung  his  hat,  and  shouted  at  the  top  of  his  voice  :  "  Go  it,  you  little 
cuss,  I  admire  your  pluck,  but  despise  your  judgment."     Really,  I  do  ad- 
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mire  the  pluck  and  independence  of  the  auxiliaries,  at  the  same  time  1 
deprecate  their  short-sighted  judgment. 

•'  Young  man,  we  eat  all  the  rind  here,"  said  a  boarding-house 
keeper  to  a  boarder  who  was  taking  off  the  outer  portion  of  a  piece  of 
cheese.  "All  right,"  replied  the  boarder,  "I  am  cutting  this  off  for 
you."  The  auxiliaries  are  making  the  Society  of  American  Florists  chew 
the  rind. 

A  rather  seedy-looking  customer  came  into  a  restaurant  and  sum- 
moned the  proprietor.  "  "What  do  you  ask  for  a  nicely  cooked  beefsteak, 
well  done,  with  onions?"  "  Twenty-rive  cents."  "  And  the  gravy  ?  " 
"  Oh,  we  don't  charge  anything  for  the  gravy."  "  You  don't.  That's 
liberal.  How  much  do  you  charge  for  the  bread  ?  "  "  We  throw  in  the 
bread."  "  Is  it  good  bread  ?  "  "  It  is."  "  So,  you  throw  in  bread  and 
gravy?  "  "  Certainly."  "  Then  bring  me  some  bread  and  gravy,  I  can 
do  without  the  meat."  If  the  Society  of  American  Florists  do  offer  solid 
food  of  fact  and  fancy,  so  many  seem  to  prefer  just  the  entries  alone  ; 
but  at  this  rate,  the  Society  of  American  Florists  will  soon  have  to  shut 
up  shop. 

"  Efrahem,  come  to  your  mudder,  boy.  Whar  you  bin  ?  "  "  Playin' 
wid  de  white  folk's  chilluu."  "You  is,  eh  !  Seehyar,  chile,  wot  you 
mean  wid  yer  recklessness  an'  carrying  on  widebil  associayshuns.  Habin't 
I  raised  you  up  in  de  way  you  shoudn't  ought  to  go  ?  Habn't  I  bin  kine 
an'  tendir  wid  you,  an'  treated  you  like  my  own  chile  —  which  you  is  ? 
Habn't  I  reezened  wid  you  an'  prayed  for  you.  An'  isn't  1  yer  natural 
detecter  and  garden  fo'-de  law?"  "  Yessum."  "  Well,  den,  do  you 
suppose  I'se  gwine  to  have  your  morals  ruptured  by  de  white  trash  ?  No, 
sah  !  You  git  in  de  house  dis  instep,  an'  if  I  eber  cotch  yer'  municatin' 
wid  ebil  associashuns  any  mo',  nigga,  I'll  break  your  black  head  wid  a 
brick  —  deed  I  will  !  "  Mr.  President,  can't  you  make  these  auxiliarj' 
pickaninnies  mind  ?     'Xuff  said. 

When  the  merriment  which  interspersed  and  followed  the  remarks 
of  Mr.  Rawson  had  ceased,  the  discussion  was  resumed  as  follows  :  — 

Mr.  J.  G.  Esler  :  I  would  say  to  Mr.  Eawson  that  the  object  of 
this  report  of  our  committee,  is  to  bring  the  "shows"  all  under  one 
tent. 

Mr.  P.  O'Mara  inquired  whether  the  committee  had  communicated 
with  the  various  societies  with  a  view  to  carrying  out  the  recommenda- 
tions now  made,  and  what  responses  had  been  received,  if  any  ? 

Mr.  Esler  :  We  tried  to  correspond  with  some  of  the  societies, 
but  they  did  not  correspond  with  us.  As  to  the  Chrysanthemum  Society, 
Mr.  O'Mara  is  pretty  well  informed  of  what  they  have  to  say  about  the 
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matter.  They  were  favorably  disposed.  We  cannot  pretend  to  dictate 
to  the  auxiliaries.  We  can  simply  make  an  effort  to  induce  them  to 
come  in,  but  we  cannot  coerce  them.  Nothing  compulsory  is  contem- 
plated ;  that  which  is  presented  here  is  simply  a  recommendation. 

Mr.  O'Mara  :  I  think  it  will  help  us  a  great  deal  if  officers  of  these 
societies  who  may  be  present,  will  favor  us  with  their  views  on  the  sub- 
ject, and  information  as  to  what  they  are  doing. 

Mr.  E.  A.  Wood  :  The  statement  of  Mr.  Eawson  that  the  Chry- 
santhemum Society  had  been  economical  and  did  not  pay  its  bills,  seems 
to  require  some  explanation  on  behalf  of  that  society.  It  was  organized 
at  the  meeting  in  Buffalo,  and  had  but  a  scanty  living  in  its  earlier  years. 
There  was  but  little  money  in  its  treasury.  Three  or  four  of  its  mem- 
bers, realizing  that  something  must  be  done,  got  together,  and  it  was 
agreed  that  a  report  on  classification  should  be  published.  The  publica- 
tion of  that  report  was  attended  with  a  great  deal  of  hard  work.  It  was 
gotten  out,  not  on  the  lines  of  the  National  Chrysanthemum  Society  of 
England,  but  on  entirely  new  lines.  The  cost  of  it  involved  the  society 
in  debt.  In  discussing  the  subject  with  the  Secretary  of  the  Society  of 
American  Florists  one  day,  I  was  impressed  by  him  with  the  fact  that  it 
might  be  bad  for  any  auxiliary  society  to  publish  a  report  of  its  own 
while  it  continued  to  remain  under  the  wings  of  the  Society  of  American 
Florists,  which  was  really  the  cause  of  its  existence.  Consequently,  from 
that  day  to  this,  every  move  made  by  the  Chrysanthemum  Society  has  been 
published,  not  separately,  but  in  the  proceedings  of  the  Society  of 
American  Florists.  Therefore,  every  bit  of  revenue  which  the  Chry- 
santhemum Society  might  otherwise  have  had  was  lost  to  it,  as  there  was 
no  reason  why  a  member  of  the  Society  of  American  Florists  should  pay 
two  dollars  additional  dues  to  the  Chrysanthemum  Society  when  all  that 
the  latter  did  was  published  in  the  proceedings  of  the  Society  of  Ameri- 
can Florists.  It  has  seemed  to  me,  as  I  know  it  has  to  many  others, 
that  the  Chrysanthemum  Society,  in  the  work  it  has  done  on  registra- 
tion in  clearing  up  a  great  many  matters,  and  the  work  it  did  last  year 
by  committees,  has  more  than  paid  the  Society  of  American  Florists  the 
little  debt  which  it  incurred,  amounting  to  between  fifty  and  sixty  dollars. 
Bui ,  I  do  not  think  that  the  Chrysanthemum  Society  wants  to  escape  the 
payment  of  that  debt  by  getting  under  the  wings  of  the  Society  of 
American  Florists,  for  I  know  there  are  men  in  it  who  will  put  their 
hands  in  their  pockets  tomorrow  and  settle  the  thing  up  ;  but  I  think  I 
voice  the  sentiment  of  the  members  of  the  Chrysanthemum  Society 
when  I  say  that  they  favor  being  more  closely  allied  to  the  parent  Society 
under  the  plan  proposed  ;  that  it  is  all  we  ask,  and  that  it  would  be  the 
best  thing  for  all  of  us.     [Applause.] 

Mr.  ('•.  L.GRANT,  of   Chicago:     I  move,  Mr.   President,  that  the 
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committee  be  continued,  with  instructions  to  communicate  in  some  form 
with  the  representatives  of  the  auxiliary  societies,  and  to  endeavor  to 
bring  about  the  proposed  combination,  reporting  at  the  next  annual 
session  as  to  what  terms  can  be  made.  We  can  then  take  definite 
action.  It  seems  to  me  we  are  now  wasting  our  time  ou  details.  I  think 
that  we  are  all  agreed  that  closer  union  is  necessary,  and  the  question  is 
only  one  of  how  to  bring  it  about.  I  move  that  the  committee  be  em- 
powered to  go  ahead  in  the  matter. 

Mr.  Esler  :  Would  it  not  be  well  to  have  some  expression  of 
opinion  from  those  in  authority  in  the  Society  of  American  Florists  ? 
The  committee  do  not  want  to  do  all  this  work  that  Mr.  Grant  contem- 
plates, and  then  have  the  Society  of  American  Florists  throw  it  all  away. 
A  good  deal  of  work  is  involved  in  what  is  contemplated   by  the  motion. 

Mr.  Grant  :  The  action  taken  on  this  motion  will  determine  as  to 
what  we  want. 

Mr.  Michel  :  I  would  remind  Mr.  Esler  that  it  is  stated  in  Mr. 
Grant's  motion  that  the  committee  should  endeavor  to  bring  about  this 
reconciliation.     I  second  that  motion. 

Mr.  Esler  :  Let  that  be  understood,  that  the  vote  in  favor  of  the 
motion  is  to  be  an  endorsement  of  the  propositions  made  here.  If 
gentlemen  do  not  want  to  endorse  this  they  will  vote  no,  and  if  they  do 
want  to  endorse  it  they  will  vote  yes. 

Mr.  E.  G.  Hill  :  I  think  that  unless  the  committee  is  empowered 
to  act,  any  further  steps  would  not  be  of  special  value.  I  think  it  is  the 
business  of  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Society  of  American  Florists 
to  take  this  matter  in  hand,  and  not  to  delegate  their  work  to  an  outside 
committee.  They  are  in  close  touch  with  the  national  association  and 
its  officers,  and  are  the  ones  to  take  hold  of  it.  I  want  to  express  a  few 
thoughts  that  are  uppermost  in  my  mind.  I  listened  to  the  interesting 
address  of  Mr.  Rawson,  but  it  seemed  to  me  to  be  crowded  brim  full  of 
sophistry,  and,  if  I  was  to  speak  plainly,  I  would  say  it  had  in  it  a  great 
deal  of  nonsense,  with  all  respect  to  Mr.  Rawson.  Now  I  believe  that 
the  thoughtful  men  in  the  Society  of  American  Florists  have  come  to  one 
conclusion,  and  that  is  that  our  National  Society  has  reached  a  crucial 
point  in  its  history.  What  are  the  evidences  of  such  a  statement  ? 
Lessened  interest,  diminished  attendance,  a  manifest  antipathy  on  the 
part  of  a  great  many  of  the  profession  throughout  the  country  to  the 
national  organization.  There  is  no  use  of  concealing  the  fact.  Any 
right  thinking  man  who  regards  the  best  interests  of  the  Society  cannot 
escape  the  conviction  that  such  a  sentiment  does  exist  to  a  very  great 
extent.     When  this  Society  was  organized,  it  was  very  easy  to  gather 
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great  crowds  together  to  listen  to  themes  which  were  of  vital  import  and 
interest  to  us.  But  we  have  our  trade  journals,  The  American  Florist 
and  The  Florists'  Exchange.  What  do  they  do  ?  They  present  perti- 
nent thoughts  and  ideas  to  the  profession,  which  are  discussed  and  boiled 
down  in  their  columns.  They  have  taken  away  a  great  deal  of  that  inter- 
est which  rendered  the  Society  so  useful  and  so  interesting  in  its  earlier 
years. 

Now  it  is  my  honest  conviction  that  unless  the  Society  of  American 
Florists  gets  out  of  its  ruts,  unless  it  gets  in  closer  touch  with  the  florists 
of  the  country,  your  attendance  will  continue  to  lessen  and  you  cannot 
help  it.  I  do  not  believe  we  are  working  exactly  on  the  right  lines  at  the 
present  time.  It  was  all  right  in  the  past,  and  there  is  no  use  getting  up 
here  and  berating  the  auxiliary  societies.  I  will  tell  you  one  thing  —  the 
carnation  men  are  dead  in  earnest,  they  are  at  work,  they  are  going  to 
go  on  ;  and  if  you  want  them  under  your  wing  you  will  have  to  make 
overtures  to  them.  You  will  have  to  do  that  through  your  Executive 
Committee  and  officers.  I  believe  they  are  inclined  to  reason,  and  I  be- 
lieve they  would  accept  an  overture  based  on  the  report  of  the  committee. 
That  is  just  my  judgment. 

Now  another  thing.  I  think  the  Society  of  American  Florists  ought 
to  go  to  work  and  give  one  or  two  national  exhibitions  in  different 
parts  of  the  country,  moving  around  from  city  to  city.  Let  us  show  by 
practical  exemplification  the  work  we  have  been  doing  for  the  past 
eight  or  ten  years.  Let  us  show  the  people  of  the  country  that  we  can 
produce  the  things  we  have  been  talking  about.  Let  us  make  an  exhibi- 
tion and  start  out,  say  by  next  year.  I  think  that  by  such  work  we  will 
build  up  and  strengthen  this  Society  and  gather  the  auxiliary  societies 
under  the  parental  roof.  No  one  desires  it  more  than  myself.  I  think 
we  ought  now  to  endeavor  to  reconcile  all  the  conflicting  interests  and 
see  if  we  cannot  concentrate  the  efforts  which  seem  inclined  to  be  too 
much  diversified  and  scattered  at  the  present  time.  I  think  the  Execu- 
tive Committee  of  this  Society  ought  to  take  the  subject  in  hand.  [Ap- 
plause.] 

Mr.  Grant  :  Mr.  President,  may  I  be  permitted  to  change  my 
motion  so  that  it  shall  be  expressed  as  the  sense  of  this  Convention 
that  steps  be  taken  by  the  Executive  Committee  to  bring  about  closer 
relations  between  the  Society  of  American  Florists  and  the  auxiliary 
societies  ;  that  they  shall  make  such  a  plan  as  seems  best  in  their  judg- 
ment to  bring  it  about  ? 

Mr.  Chas.  H.  Allen,  of  Floral  Park,  N.  Y.  :  I  think  I  voice  the 
sentiment  of  the  Carnation  Society  when  I  say  that  if  the  Society  of 
American  Florists  wants  to  take  that  society  under  its  wing  and  has  any 
definite  propositions  to  make  to  it,  it  shall  make  that  proposition  at  the 
annual  convention,  next  February,  in  New  York. 
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If  the  Carnation  Society  wish  to  come  into  this  Society,  it  must  be 
done  by  a  vote  of  their  body.  If  you  have  any  scheme  to  present  to 
them,  you  may  present  it  at  that  time. 

Mr.  John  Thorpe,  of  Chicago,  (being  called  upon  by  the  Chair), 
said  :  Some  ten  years  ago,  in  Cincinnati,  if  you  remember,  we  were  not 
in  the  position  in  which  we  are  today  ;  the  question  of  Carnation  Society 
or  Chrysanthemum  Society  was  little  dreamt  of.  At  the  same  time  we 
all  had  at  heart  the  welfare  of  the  Society  of  American  Florists  ;  and  I 
think  today,  in  spite  of  some  of  the  misconstructions  that  we  have 
heard,  the  carnation  men  and  the  chrysanthemum  men  still  have  at 
heart  the  mother.  I  do  not  think  it  possible  that  so  much  would  have 
been  accomplished  except  for  the  Chrysanthemum  Society  ;  aud  I  am 
convinced  that  if  a  Carnation  Society  had  not  been  picked  out  piece-meal 
the  mother  would  not  have  appreciated  the  childrens'  work.  It  is  not 
that  there  should  be  any  distinction,  it  is  an  amalgamation  of  our  best 
efforts,  and  everything  should  be  for  the  common  weal.  I  don't  see  why 
the  mother  should  sit  down  and  say  that  these  auxiliary  societies  are  not 
for  her  benefit.  All  countries  have  lived  by  their  colonies,  and  our 
Society  should  live  in  the  same  way  unless  there  is  a  misconstruction  of 
what  is  being  done  now.  I  do  not  see  why  the  Society  of  American 
Florists  should  object  on  any  line  to  an  auxiliary  society  helping  them  to 
do  their  work  ;  I  do  not  think  it  is  right.  But  I  do  not  understand  this 
question  because  I  have  only  just  come  in.  As  I  understand  it,  the 
Society  of  American  Florists  in  its  present  form  objects  to  the  work  that 
the  children  are  doing.  In  other  words,  the  mother  wants  to  live  and  let 
the  children  die.     Is  that  so  or  is  it  not  ? 

(A  voice  :     "  No.") 

What  is  the  opposition  to  the  Chrysanthemum  Society  or  to  the 
Carnation  Society  ?  Will  you  not  admit,  all  of  you,  gentlemen,  that  if  it 
had  not  been  for  the  Carnation  Society  you  never  would  have  had  the 
carnation  we  have  today  ?  How  long  has  it  been  in  existence  ?  It  is  by 
specialists,  by  men  who  are  tied  up  to  a  particular  line,  that  we  bring  out 
and  elaborate  the  work  we  are  doing?  It  is  not  the  men  who  come  to 
the  Convention  and  pay  three  dollars  but  who  do  not  take  any  special 
interest  in  it  —  it  is  the  men  who  bind  themselves  down  to  a  specific 
thing  —  who  accomplish  results. 

Mr.  J.  D.  Carmody  :  I  am  not  as  well  posted  on  this  subject  as  the 
committee,  but  I  can  present  my  view  of  it  in  a  few  words.  Suppose 
that  our  public  schools  should  have  a  building  and  a  class  for  arithmetic, 
another  building  and  another  class  for  geography,  and  so  separate  each 
branch  of  education  into  separate  buildings  and  separate  organizations. 
We  would  think  it  was  very  foolish  indeed.     That  is  just  the  way  I  look 
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on  the  matter  here.  Now,  our  class  in  carnations  goes  off  and  says, 
"  We  are  devoted  to  carnations  alone."  They  neglect  to  aid  and  abet 
the  members  of  the  organization  of  American  florists  but  are  wrapped  up 
in  their  own  individual  selves.  They  forget  there  are  chrysanthemums 
raised.  The  chrysanthemum  man  takes  no  interest  in  the  carnation 
man.  They  all  forget,  in  their  individual  pursuits,  the  general  weal  of 
the  American  florist.  As  I  look  at  it,  all  these  are  but  classes  in  the 
grand  education  of  American  florists  and  florists'  associations.  [Ap- 
plause.] 

Mr.  Thorpe  :  I  am  not  talking  about  arithmetic.  I  am  talking 
about  life.  This  is  a  question  of  life,  not  one  of  dead  figures.  There  is 
no  analogy  between  the  two. 

Mr.  H.  B.  Beatty,  replying  to  Mr.  Carmody's  remark  in  reference 
to  arithmetic  being  taught  in  one  section  of  a  school  and  geography  in 
another,  said  :  "Would  not  the  scholars  be  justified  in  providing  a  room 
outside  for  each  subject  ?  That  is  just  what  the  Society  of  American 
Florists  has  not  been  doing.  If  we  were  to  hold  our  spring  and  fall 
shows  under  the  auspices  of  the  national  society,  you  could  take  in  all 
your  classes,  your  carnationists  in  the  spring  and  your  chrysanthemum 
growers  in  the  fall,  and  therefore  provide  in  your  one  building  or  one 
tent  for  all  your  scholars  and  have  them  right  there. 

Mr.  Car^iody  :     That  is  what  we  are  all  in  favor  of. 

Mr.  Esler  :  That  is  what  the  committee  intended  by  its  report  ;  to 
make  one  grand  organization  under  the  banner  of  the  American  Florists. 
[Applause.] 

Mr.  Hill  :  I  was  so  entertained  by  brother  Rawson's  anecdotes 
that  I  forgot,  when  I  was  on  my  feet,  part  of  my  speech.  If  I  had  fol- 
lowed the  old  clerical  rule,  "firstly,  secondly  and  thirdly,"  I  suppose  I 
would  have  got  through,  but  I  will  not  now  occupy  a  minute. 

In  talking  this  matter  over  with  florists  in  different  sections  of  the 
country,  I  fouud  there  was  a  generally  expressed  wish  that  the  Florists' 
Clubs  of  the  country  might  have  direct  representation  upon  the  Execu- 
tive Committee  of  the  Society  of  American  Florists.  That  is  a  thought 
worthy  of  our  best  judgment.  I  believe  that  that  would  bring  the  parent 
Society  into  communion  and  into  closer  relationship  with  the  florists  of 
the  country  through  their  local  clubs.  It  would  also  destroy  the  idea 
that  is  prevalent  in  certain  quarters,  that  this  Society  is  run  by  a  few  or 
by  a  clique.  Now,  I  believe  if  there  is  anything  that  is  monstrously  un- 
just it  is  an  accusation  of  that  kind.  But  the  fact  is  it  is  believed  in 
many  portions  of  the  country.  If  you  will  allow  the  Florists'  Clubs  of  the 
country  to  be  represented  upon  and  to  elect  representatives  to  the  Execu- 
tive Board  of  this  Society,  I  believe  it  will  be  the  right  step  in  the  right 
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way,  and  one  that  will  solve  the  difficulty  under  which  we  are  at  present 
laboring,  or  will  do  so  in  a  large  measure  at  least.  It  is  an  idea  that  com- 
mends itself  to  my  better  judgment. 

Mr.  MicnEL  :  I  believe  that  Mr.  Grant  intended  by  his  motion, 
that  the  Florists'  Clubs  should  be  communicated  with  in  the  same  way  as 
the  affiliated  societies.  As  to  the  meetings  of  the  auxiliary  societies,  the 
discussion  of  their  reports  and  their  business,  I  do  not  think  that  all 
that  can  be  attended  to  at  meetings  of  the  Society  of  American  Florists. 
Certainly  this  Society  does  not  mean  to  rob  the  others  of  the  privilege  of 
taking  some  independent  action  between  the  times  of  the  meetings  of  the 
Society  of  American  Florists.  The  Carnation  Society  meetings  can  be 
held  at  times  of  the  year  when  the  flowers  are  in  the  best  condition,  and 
at  times  when,  according  to  recent  experience,  the  methods  of  growing 
can  be  best  exemplified.  The  Chrysanthemum  Society  meeting,  if  any 
should  be  held,  could  be  better  held  in  the  fall,  when  recent  experience 
in  chrysanthemum  cultivation  is  fresh  in  the  mind.  The  only  thing  that 
we  wish  for  is  for  the  Society  of  American  Florists  to  try  and  take  in 
the  whole  membership  of  these  societies,  and  not  allow  them  to  drift  en- 
tirely away  from  it.  As  to  the  question  of  revenue  of  these  various 
societies,  I  do  not  think  the  Society  of  American  Florists  ought  to  exact 
too  large  a  remuneration  for  their  kindness  in  receiving  them  ;  but 
things  of  that  kind,  by  the  pending  motion,  are  to  be  left  to  the  Execu- 
tive Committee.  We  certainly  have  full  confidence  in  the  ability  of  that 
committee  to  present  a  feasible  and  practical  method  for  attaining  the 
object  in  view,  and  for  that  reason  I  would  like  to  see  the  motion  carried. 

The  vote  was  here  taken,  when  Mr.  Grant's  motion  was  adopted 
without  objection. 

ELECTION   OF  OFFICERS  FOR  1896. 

The  Society  proceeded  to  the  election  of  officers  for  the  ensuing  year. 
The  tellers  to  collect  and  count  the  ballots  for  President  were  :  J.  F. 
Cowell,  E.  G.  Hill,  G.  P.  Rawson  and  W.  F.  Gude. 

During  the  time  occupied  by  the  balloting  and  the  counting  of  the 
ballots,  the  Convention  proceeded  with  other  business,  as  hereinafter 
stated.    Before  any  ballots  were  cast  the  following  remarks  were  made:  — 

Mr.  Carmody  :  As  I  understand  it,  there  are  two  candidates  for 
A'ice-President. 

Secretary  Stewart  :  The  record  shows  that  Messrs.  Gasser  and 
Graham  were  nominated,  and  that  the  latter  declined. 

Mr.  CAR3IODY  :     The  member  who  nominated  Mr.  Graham  refused 
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to  accept  the  declination.    Mr.  Graham  is  still  a  candidate  and  I  insist  on 
his  being  balloted  for. 

Mr.  A.  Graham  :  I  declined  the  honor  and  I  did  not  withdraw  my 
declination.     It  remains  with  the  Society  not  with  me. 

Mr.  P.  O'Mara  :  I  understand  that  Mr.  Gasser  is  not  in  the  Con- 
vention, and  I  ask  the  gentleman  who  nominated  him  if  he  has  consulted 
Mr.  Gasser,  and  is  certain  that  gentleman  would  accept  the  position  if  it 
was  given  to  him.  We  know  what  it  is  to  elect  a  gentleman  who  it  was 
not  certain  would  accept  the  office. 

Mr.  A.  Graham  :  Mr.  Gasser  is  absent  from  the  country  and  now 
sojourning  in  Europe  ;  consquently,  it  would  be  impossible  for  us  to 
ascertain  positively  whether  or  not  he  would  stand  for  election.  I  be- 
lieve there  is  not  a  doubt  that  Mr.  Gasser  would  accept  the  office  and 
would  regard  it  as  a  great  honor  to  him. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  appointed  as  tellers  to  collect  the 
ballots  for  Vice-President :  Messrs.  J.  C.  Vaughan,  Jos.  Heacock, 
Philip  Gauges  and  D.  B.  Long. 

After  some  time  the  result  of  the  ballot  for  President  was  reported 
by  the  tellers,  as  follows  :  — 

Total  number  of  votes  cast 192 

For  Wm.  Scott 131 

For  John  G.  Esler 01 

Mr.  Esler  immediately  moved  to  make  the  election  of  Mr.  Scott 
unanimous.  He  said  :  Of  course  there  is  no  man  in  this  Convention 
more  heartily  glad  of  the  result  than  I  am,  and  I  will  guarantee  you  that 
Mr.  Scott  will  make  as  good  a  President  as  we  have  ever  had.  That 
is  saying  a  great  deal.  If  there  is  anything  I  can  do  to  help  him  in  the 
work  before  him  I  will  gladly  do  it.     [Applause.] 

Mr.  Esler's  motion  was  adopted  without  objection  and  the  election 
of  Mr.  Scott  was  announced  by  the  Chair  amid  general  enthusiasm. 

President-elect  Scott  then  came  forward  and  said  he  was  profoundly 
grateful  to  all  the  members  for  the  great  honor  bestowed  upon  him  this 
day.  He  assured  the  Society  that  if  he  failed  in  fulfilling  their  expec- 
tations it  would  be  by  the  head  and  not  by  the  heart;  that  he  would  exert 
every  energy,  moral,  physical,  intellectual  and  every  other,  to  uphold  the 
dignity  of  his  great  office.  He  promised  to  be  the  President  of  the  whole 
Society  and  not  of  any  one  section  of  it.  Referring  to  what  had  been 
said  in  the  discussions  about  the  necessity  of  an  upheaval  or  a  revolution 
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for  the  benefit  of  the  organization,  he  remarked  he  was  not  much  of  a 
revolutionist  but  that  if  any  new  idea  for  the  general  welfare  was  offered 
to  him  he  would  not  fail  to  take  hold  of  it  and  make  the  best  possible  use 
of  it.  He  regarded  the  amalgamation  of  the  auxiliary  societies  as  one  of 
the  most  momentous  questions  that  had  been  brought  to  the  attention  of 
florists  for  the  past  five  or  six  years.  He  thought  there  was  only  one  of 
these  that  presented  to  the  mother  society  a  formidable  aspect,  and  that 
was  the  Carnation  Society,  as  to  which  the  assurance  had  been  given  by 
its  treasurer,  Mr.  Allen,  that  if  overtures  were  made  to  it,  the  object  in 
view  would  be  accomplished.  He  hoped,  therefore,  that  when  he  should 
meet  the  Society  next  year  the  auxiliaries  would  all  be  found  under  the 
wing  of  the  Society  of  American  Florists.  He  closed  by  saying  that  the 
present  moment  was  the  proudest  of  his  life  with  one  exception,  and 
that  was  some  twenty-four  years  ago,  when  he  was  put  in  a  room  and  the 
nurse  came  in  and  said,  "  You'll  have  to  hold  it  a  few  moments." 
[Merriment  and  applause.] 

The  result  of  the  election  for  Vice-President,  as  reported  by  the 
tellers,  was  as  follows :  Adam  Graham  received  113  votes  ;  J.  M. 
Gasser  received  34  votes. 

Mr.  Graham  said  that  as  he  had  acted  as  the  sponsor  for  Mr.  Gasser 
(having  nominated  him  and  advocated  his  election)  he  felt  that  it  was 
now  his  duty,  in  accordance  with  custom,  to  move  that  the  election  of 
the  successful  candidate  be  made  unanimous. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Graham  was  agreed  to  amid  general  good 
humor. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Joseph  E.  Bonsall,  of  Salem,  O.,  Secretary 
Stewart  was  instructed  to  cast  a  ballot,  as  the  vote  of  the  Society,  for 
Mr.  H.  B.  Beatty  for  Treasurer. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bonsall,  Treasurer-elect  Beatty  was  instructed 
to  cast  a  ballot,  as  the  vote  of  the  Society,  for  Mr.  Wm,  J.  Stewart  for 
Secretary. 

The  ballots  were  cast  as  ordered  and  the  elections  of  Secretary 
Stewart  and  Treasurer  Beatty  were  announced  by  the  Chair. 

CANNAS. 
The  unfinished  business  was  here  taken  up  ;  the  first  item  being  the 
deferred  report  of  the  Committee  on  Cannas. 

Mr.  Jas.  Dean,  of  Bay  Ridge,  N.  Y.,  responded  :  I  will  state  that 
on  my  own  part,  in  connection  with  the  cannas,  I  have  very  little  to  say. 
I  have  been  very  unfortunate  with  new  cannas,  at  Bay  Ridge,  this  year. 
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We  planted  them  near  to  Third  Avenue  and  close  to  where  two  gas  pipes 
are  laid,  and  we  had  the  bad  luck  to  have  one  of  those  gas  pipes  break 
early  in  the  spring  and  were  unable  to  have  it  repaired  until  about  a 
week  ago,  when  I  resorted  to  legal  proceedings  in  regard  to  it.  I  regret 
very  much  that  the  new  carinas  and  new  seedlings  about  which  I 
expected  to  make  a  report  at  this  meeting  are  in  such  a  condition  that  I 
cannot  report  upon  them  at  this  time. 

I  have  here  a  report  from  Mr.  Temple  and  one  from  Mr.  Zirngiebel, 
the  other  members  of  the  committee,  which  I  will  read.  The  report 
from  Mr.  J.  T.  Temple,  of  Davenport,  Iowa,  is  as  follows  : — 

To  the  President  and  Members  of  the  Society  of  American  Florists, — 
Owing  to  the  prolonged  drought,  your  western  member  of  the  Canna 
Committee,  appointed  at  Atlantic  City,  in  1894,  presents  an  incomplete 
report. 

The  older  varieties,  as  Robusta,  Emile  Le  Clerc,  Premier  et  Nice 
and  others,  with  good  soil  cultivation  and  abundance  of  water,  do  nearly 
as  well  as  in  former  years. 

The  new  varieties  of  Crozy  type,  with  the  same  treatment  as  the 
others  do  not  grow  to  one-half  the  height  that  they  grew  in  1894  ;  for 
instance,  Mine.  Crozy  with  me  last  year  grew  from  rive  to  six  feet  high, 
this  season  they  are  two  to  three  feet  high.  Alphonse  Bouvier,  Florence 
Vaughan  and  others  the  same.  Queen  Charlotte  in  1894  grew  five  feet 
high,  this  season  three  feet.  It  may  be  that  from  incessant  propagation 
of  these  newer  varieties  their  vitality  has  been  weakened.  Started  in 
the  greenhouse,  where  we  could  control  atmospheric  conditions,  they 
grew  rapidly  ;  but  since  planting  out  they  have  hardly  grown  at  all, 
though  they  have  had  plenty  of  water.  During  a  recent  visit  to  the 
Chicago  parks  I  noticed  the  same  in  regard  to  the  cannas  planted  there, 
not  being  as  tall  and  robust  as  in  former  years.  Can  it  be  that  evapora- 
tion from  the  foliage  is  so  rapid  as  to  stop  growth  ?  Or  is  it  owing  to  the 
dry  atmospheric  conditions,  the  lack  of  absorption  of  moisture  by  the 
foliage  preventing  growth  ?  Planted  on  east  slope  they  were  watered  by 
irrigation,  abundance  of  water  running  along  the  row.  Can  one  of  our 
scientific  members  explain  the  cause  ? 

Among  the  new  cannas  that  I  have  tested  this  year,  Chicago,  a 
Crozy  seedling,  so  far  has  been  the  finest  bloomer.  It  is  a  shade  of  ver- 
milion red  with  fine  broad  petals,  early  and  lasting  a  long  time  in  bloom  ; 
four  to  six  blooms  on  a  stalk.  A  good  budder  and  a  gem.  Another 
jewel  in  cannas  is  Columbia,  the  Iowa  seedling,  raised  by  G.  Kramer  & 
Son.  It  is  some  shades  darker  than  Chicago  but  of  vermilion  red  ;  a 
splendid  bedder.  At  Washington  Park,  Chicago,  have  noticed  for  two 
seasons  the  new  seedling  canna  named  South  Park,  color  a  pleasing  shade 
of  crimson.  Among  all  the  fine  varieties  grown  in  Washington  Park 
this  year  this  seems  to  be  the  best.  Midway  is  a  good,  strong-growing 
free-blooming  canna,  red,  shaded  crimson.     Octave  Mirallen   is  also  a 
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promising  red  variety.  Kramer's  seedling  No.  4  (Crimson),  also  prom- 
ises well,  but  will  require  another  season's  test.  Lemoine's  Eldorado  is 
the  best  of  all  the  yellow  varieties  this  year.  A  grand  and  prolific 
bloomer,  light  yellow,  dotted  light  crimson. 

John  Curwen,  Jr.,  of  Villa  Nova,  Pa.,  sends  for  trial  a  yellow  seed- 
ling dotted  crimson,  style  of  Florence  Vaughan,  but  smaller,  that  blooms 
early  and  constantly.  Will  make  a  good  bedder  but  not  equal  in  size  to- 
Eldorado  or  Florence  Vaughan.  Queen  Chai'lotte  has  become  a  stan- 
dard variety,  and  this  season  blooms  earlier  than  in  1894.  Souvenir  d' 
Antoiue  Crozy,  with  same  markings,  but  narrower  than  Queen  Charlotte 
and  darker  broad  petals,  has  done  extra  well  this  season.  This  is  a  mag- 
nificent canna  if  it  always  does  as  good  as  this  season.  Mons.  Nesnier, 
P.  J.  Berckmans,  J.  W.  Elliott  and  Mme.  A.  Bouvier  are  good  acquisi- 
tions in  cannas.  Stella  is  a  AVashington  Park  seedling,  color  of  Francois 
Crozy  ;  seems  to  be  a  good  bedder.  Among  the  bronzed-leaved  cannas, 
with  large  flowers,  J.  C.  Vaughan  is  decidedly  the  best  and  freest 
bloomer,  both  with  me  and  at  Washington  Park,  Chicago.  J.  D.  Cabos, 
Egandale  and  Pres.  Carnot  are  also  fine. 

One  of  the  best  acquisitions  of  the  year,  grown  for  its  beautiful 
foliage  is  Black  Beauty.  The  name  describes  it.  The  flowers  being 
small  should  be  picked  off.  For  landscape  effects  in  parks  and  lawns, 
there  are  few  plants  that  equal  it.  A  small  bed  of  Black  Beauty,  bord- 
ered with  abutillon  Souv.  de  Bonn,  is  the  admiration  of  all.  When 
better  known  it  will  be  extensively  planted.  More  attention  should  be 
paid  to  producing  cannas  for  variegated  and  fine  foliage.  Besides  the 
handsome  dark  leaves,  we  should  have  them  marked  similar  to  Heliconia . 
Aureo-Striata  and  Phrynium  variegata.  There  is  a  great  future  in  store 
for  the  canna,  both  for  improved  styles  and  color  of  fine  flowers  and 
foliage. 

The  best  of  the  older  cannas  this  year,  with  me,  are  in  the  following 
rotation  :  A.  Bouvier,  F.  Vaughan,  P.  Marquand,  M.  Crozy.  Paul 
Sigrist  this  year  is  no  good,  and  numerous  others  have  not  flowered,  or 
only  have  few  blooms.     They  should  be  weeded  from  the  list. 

(Mr.  Dean  here  read  the  report  received  from  Mr.  Zirngiebel  which 
was  as  follows)  :  — 

This  season  has  brought  out  quite  a  variety  of  cannas,  foreign  and 
native,  and  while  we  cannot  yet  class  the  last  with  the  new  varieties  sent 
out  by  Crozy  and  other  French  growers,  still  we  are  pleased  to  notice 
quite  an  interest  in  raising  seedlings,  which,  when  applied  in  crossing 
the  different  varieties  intelligently,  may  in  the  near  future  help  us  to 
produce  varieties  quite  the  equal  of-  these  noted  growers  and  at  the  same 
time,  learn  not  to  launch  indiscriminately  a  lot  of  varieties  similar  in 
character,  form  and  color.  Too  many  varieties  have  been  sent  out  this 
and  past  seasons  that  might  easily  have  been  dispensed  with.     To  avoid 
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disappointment,  none  but  distinct  and  superior  varieties  should  be  sent 
out  or  propagated. 

From  the  new  varieties  that  have  been  introduced  lately  and  have 
come  under  my  observation,  I  can  recommend  the  following  : 

Souvenir  d'Antoine  Crozy,  (Crozy),  a  very  distinct  red,  with  a  large 
border  of  yellow,  well  defined,  and  maintained  through  the  season. 
Without  question  the  best  variety  issued  this  year. 

Rose  Unique,  (Crozy),  the  nearest  approach  to  a  true  pink  color. 

Mons.  Mesnier,  (J.  C.  Vaughan),  pale  red  border  yellow,  similar 
variety  to  James  Farquhar,  (Crozy). 

Mme.  Camille  Dugas,  (Crozy),  a  very  good  yellow. 

John  Laing,  (Crozy),  brick  red,  yellow  border. 

Amiral  Avellan,  (Vilmorin),  rich  apricot  red,  dark  foliage,  an 
improved  Geoffrey  St.  Hillaire,  and  more  dwarf. 

Mme.  Montefiore,  (Crozy),  large  yellow,  bright  and  distinct. 

J.  Wilkinson  Elliott,  (J.  C.  Vaughan),  large  flower,  cherry  red. 

General  Dodds,  (Crozy),  large  flower,  vermilion  red. 

President  Carnot,  (Crozy),  vermilion  red,  splendid  dark  foliage. 

Mrs.  Gane,  (Fewkes),  similar  to  Florence  Vaughan,  but  brighter 
yellow. 

Mme.  Alphonse  Bouvier,  (J.  C.  Vaughan),  capucine  red  and 
yellow,  bright  and  very  effective. 

Chicago,  (J.  C.  Vaughan),  scarlet,  large  flower  and  well  rounded 
petals. 

Mrs.  F.  Rogers,  (Cowles),  a  striking  variety  when  exhibited  last 
season  in  Boston,  and  was  awarded  a  silver  medal,  but  with  us  has  not 
maintained  its  high  grade;  too  similar  to  Mme.  Crozy  now. 

Mrs.  Samuels,  (J.  C.  Vaughan),  apricot  red,  large,  well  formed 
flowers.    So  is  also  Midway,  (J.  C.  Vaughan),  capucine  or  tropeolum  red. 

Mrs.  F.  J.  Ames,  (J.  C.  Vaughan),  very  large  flowers,  brick  red. 

Sunbeam,  (Elizabeth  Nursery  Co.),  very  good  yellow,  lightly  spotted, 
fully  equal  to  Mrs.  Montefiore,  but  rather  thin  spikes  of  flowers. 

Quite  a  number  of  seedlings,  and  some  very  good  ones  too,  were 
received  from  Messrs.  Curwen,  Villa  Nova,  Pa.,  and  J.  C.  Gibson, 
Woodbury,  N.  J.,  but  not  all  have  flowered  yet,  and  would  prefer  another 
season's  trial  before  giving  a  final  verdict.  Pre-eminent  among  the  last 
were  Halcyon  and  Prince  of  Orange.  We  understand  that  our  friend, 
A.  Wintzer,  of  Pennsylvania,  has  a  valuable  seedling.  We  are  also  in- 
formed by  a  eye  witness  and  expert,  Mr.  James  Farquhar,  of  Boston, 
that  Mr.  Crozy  has  marvels  in  cannas  in  reserve  to  be  sent  out  later  on. 

We  are  also  glad  to  state  that  the  public  at  large  show  at  last  an 
-awakening  to  the  merits  of  the  most  valuable  addition  to  our  gardens  for 
the  last  ten  years,  and  that  the  demand  for  cannas  is  increasing.  In  our 
case,  the  supply  for  Boston  was  not  equal  to  the  demand  this  season. 
In  our  collection,  so  far,  we  have  selected,  for  the  present,  such 
varieties  as  Mme.  Crozy,  Alphonse  Bouvier,  Queen  Charlotte,  Mrs.  Gane, 
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Florence  Vaughan,  lime.  Moutefiore,  Souvenir  d'Antoine  Oozy,  Chas. 
Henderson,  Paul  Marquaud,  Mme.  Alphonse  Bouvier  and  President 
Carnot,  until  better  acquainted  with  the  newer  varieties,  as  it  takes  more 
than  one  season  as  we  know  by  experience  to  develop  the  character  of  a 
variety. 

Mr.  Dean  then  said  :  Gentlemen,  while  on  the  subject  of  cannas, 
I  may  say  that  last  spring  I  sowed  from  five  to  ten  pounds  of  Florence 
Vaughan  seed,  the  plants  from  which  I  had  the  good  fortune  to  plant  on 
the  west  side  of  the  greenhouses,  away  from  the  gas,  and  I  have  never 
in  my  life  had  such  a  show  of  seedlings  and  in  such  varieties.  In  going 
through  the  rows  I  do  not  think  you  can  find  any  two  plants  in  succes- 
sion of  the  same  marking.  We  have  the  Florence  Vaughan  ;  we  have 
also  better  than  Florence  Vaughan,  and  we  have  a  clear  yellow,  as  clear 
as  any  yellow  we  have  today.  There  is  not  a  spot  on  it.  The  lower  petal 
is  faintly  shaded  ;  the  petals  are  round  and  full,  and  it  is  the  nearest 
approach  to  yellow  that  I  have  yet  seen.  It  is  brighter  in  color  than  Eldo- 
rado. From  the  same  batch  of  seed  we  have  some  running  back  to  the 
Madame  Crozy.  It  is  unexplainable  ;  I  do  not  know  how  it  comes. 
There  has  been  no  cross  fertilization  by  hand  or  anything  of  that  kind. 
It  is  simply  the  seed  sowed  at  random  ;  but  out  of  that  seed  I  could 
safely  say  that  you  could  get  a  hundred  good  varieties.  It  would  have 
been  considered  marvelous  five  years  ago  that  a  hundred  varieties  could 
have  been  got  from  that  seed.  From  the  seed  sowed  from  Madame 
Crozy  you  can  get  about  all  the  varieties  that  Crozy  has  placed  on  the 
market,  right  through  the  list,  from  Alphonse  Bouvierto  Madame  Crozy 
and  yellow  Florence  Vaughan.  In  my  judgment  most  of  the  seedlings 
that  Crozy  has  sent  us  here  have  simply  been  seedlings  from  Madame 
Crozy.  The  proof  is  with  myself.  I  have  been  told  by  different  mem- 
bers here  that  they  sow  seed  and  they  get  almost  a  reproduction  of  the 
variety  sown  ;  but  that  has  not  been  the  case  with  me.  Whether  it  is 
because  of  the  soil  or  not  I  cannot  say.  I  have  a  light,  sandy  soil  ;  it  is 
pure  sand  with  the  addition  of  manure.  I  should  like  to  hear  this  point 
taken  up  by  some  of  the  other  members  who  have  sowed  a  lot  of  seed, 
that  we  may  learn  what  has  been  the  result  with  them. 

Of  the  older  varieties  I  think  there  is  none  better  today  than  Madame 
Crozy  and  Alphonse  Bouvier.  I  do  not  know  but  that  the  latter,  on  the 
whole,  is  the  best  canna  we  have  got  yet.  We  find  that  J.  D.  Cabos  does 
remarkably  well.  It  holds  the  color  well.  I  have  a  seedling  from  Paul 
Marquant  which  I  consider  an  improvement  upon  it ;  and  it  is  without 
an  exception  the  freest  flowering  canna  that  I  have  in  cultivation.  It  is 
simply  a  mass  of  bloom  from  the  time  of  planting  out.  I  have  also  a 
good  yellow  seedling  without  a  spot,  with  the  dark  foliage  of  J.  D.  Cabos 
and  about  the  same  size  of  flower. 

Mr.  Grove  P.  Rawsox  :     I  want  to  ask  Mr.  Dean  a  question  in  re- 
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gard  to  that  cross  fertilization.  Has  he  not  noticed  humming  birds  in 
his  cannas  ?  They  are  the  most  active  agents  for  cross  fertilization  that 
I  know  of. 

Mr.  Dean  :  I  might  answer  that  question  by  saying  that  I  do  not 
think  that  we  have  had  on  our  place,  in  a  year,  but  two  humming  birds. 
We  may  have  had  them,  but  I  have  not  seen  them.  I  saw  one  or  two  hum- 
ming bird  moths  in  the  evening  flying  around.  But  we  are  pretty  close 
to  the  city  and  are  not  troubled  by  the  humming  birds.  No,  I  do  not 
think  there  is  anything  in  that. 

Mr.  Rawson  :  Then  you  do  not  believe  in  the  theory  of  Wm.  Ham- 
ilton Gibson  ? 

Mr.  Dean  :    O  yes,  I  do. 

Mr.  Rawson  :  We  know  that  a  large  portion  of  the  orchids  and 
some  native  plants  are  fertilized  by  the  humming  birds  ;  and  I  know  as 
a  fact,  from  my  observation,  that  the  cannas  are  cross  fertilized  by  the 
humming  bird. 

Mr.  Dean  :  Do  not  understand  that  I  dispute  that  for  a  moment. 
I  believe  it  is  so,  but  it  seems  to  me  we  have  not  got  the  humming  birds 
there  to  do  the  fertilization.  I  believe  the  humming  birds  are  capable  of 
it  but  we  have  not  got  them. 

Mr.  J.  C.  Vaughan,  of  Chicago  :  I  do  not  think  that  Mr.  Dean 
has  referred  to  the  newer  varieties  of  this  year's  introduction.  I  would 
like  to  inquire  if  he  has  grown  them  this  year.  Quite  a  number  were 
sent  off  for  the  first  time  this  spring,  I  noticed  that  in  the  other  reports, 
or  in  one  of  them,  Mr.  Temple  gave  very  brief  notes  of  those  sorts  ;  and 
Mr.  Dean  not  having  mentioned  them,  it  occurs  to  me  to  inquire  if  he  has 
had  these  new  ones  in  good  growth  for  comparison  side  by  side,  and  if 
they  were  in  good  flower  at  the  time  he  had  them  last,  that  is,  up  to 
date. 

Mr.  Dean  :  I  think  I  explained  that  iu  the  statement  I  made  in  re- 
gard to  the  new  varieties,  that  is,  the  seedlings  that  were  planted  near 
to  Third  Avenue,  and  that  they  were  so  affected  by  the  gas  from  the 
broken  main,  that  the  buds  dropped  before  they  came  in  bloom.  I  can- 
not give  a  just  verdict  on  them.  I  should  also  state  that  I  received  a 
number  of  seedlings  from  Mr.  Vaughan,  and  would  have  been  pleased 
to  pass  upon  them,  but  they  were  in  such  a  condition  that  I  could  not 
from  the  cause  I  have  mentioned.  Now  I  know  that  the  seedlings  that 
Mr.  Vaughan  seat  were  all  right,  because  I  have  seen  them  in  other 
places  ;  but  I  have  been  very  unfortunate  in  ray  fight  with  the  gas  com- 


SOCIETY   OF  AMERICAN   FLORISTS.  73 

pany,  though  I  have  finally  succeeded  ;  and  for  that  reason  I  cannot 
report  any  facts  concerning  the  new  varieties  at  this  time. 

Mr.  Vaughan  :  There  were  a  number  sent  out  to  different  florists, 
and  they  have  reported  upon  them.  I  understand  now  that  Mr.  Dean 
qualifies  his  remarks  by  the  explanation  that  his  observation  and  the 
reference  he  has  made  have  relation  only  to  last  year's  blooming,  and 
that  he  does  not  include  in  his  report  the  flowering  of  the  varieties  of 
this  year  ? 

Mr.  Dean  :    That  is  correct. 

Mr.  P.  O'Mara,  of  Jersey  City,  N.  J.  :  I  move  that  the  report  be 
received  (the  committee  of  course  being  discharged  upon  the  reception 
of  its  report),  and  that  a  new  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  take  up 
the  work  of  the  old  committee. 

Mr.  E.  H.  Michel  seconded  the  motion. 

Mr.  Vaughan  :  I  move  to  amend  by  providing  that  the  committee 
already  in  existence  be  continued.  In  support  of  that  I  would  say,  that 
the  members  of  that  committee  were  selected  from  three  different  sec- 
tions of  the  country,  and  I  think  they  are  able  and  trustworthy  men  and 
may  be  relied  upon  to  go  on  with  that  work.  That  which  they  have  al- 
ready done  will  aid  them  in  going  further. 

Mr.  Michel  explained  that,  in  seconding  the  motion,  he  had  as- 
sumed that  the  three  members  of  the  present  committee  would  be  reap- 
pointed on  the  new  committee,  but  that  an  increase  of  the  membership 
to  five  would  possibly  be  a  means  of  insuring  a  more  thorough  report 
than  would  be  made  by  a  committee  of  three  ;  the  experiments  of  five 
members  naturally  being  of  more  importance  than  those  of  the  smaller 
number.  They  would  be  able  to  test  the  plants  under  different  cir- 
cumstances and  in  different  places.  He  hoped  that  if  the  original 
motion  prevailed  the  three  members  of  last  year  would  be  reappointed. 

Mr.  O'Mara  here  modified  his  motion  so  as  to  read  that  the  report 
be  received  and  that  the  same  committee  be  reappointed  with  an  ad- 
dition of  two  members. 

The  motion  as  modified  was  adopted  without  objection. 

Mr.  Dean  :  While  we  are  on  that  subject  I  would  state  that  Mr. 
Curwen  sent  me  a  canna,  a  yellow  seedling,  and  that  Mr.  Vaughan  sent 
me  a  dozen  varieties.  Those  gentlemen  are  the  only  ones  whom  I  know 
of  who  sent  cannas  to  the  committee  upon  which  to  make  a  report.     I 
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think  it  would  be  well  for  gentlemen  who  have  seedlings  and  who  wish 
the  committee  to  make  a  report  on  them,  to  send  in  their  plants.  I  am 
sure  that  I  will  return  any  plants  they  may  send,  in  the  fall,  when  they 
have  made  their  growth,  if  so  desired.  I  will  return  them  by  express,  if 
the  gentlemen  will  bear  the  expense. 

Mr.  Vaughan  :  It  seems  to  me  that  this  canna  matter,  in  view  of 
the  report  made  by  Mr.  Dean,  is  a  very  important  one.  His  statement 
is  that  nearly  all  the  varieties  that  have  been  introduced  by  Crozy  and 
many  others  can  be  had  from  a  pound  or  a  few  pounds  of  seed.  It  is 
very  important,  if  that  is  true,  that  these  seedlings,  when  they  are  sent 
out,  should  be  carefully  compared  and  not  allowed  to  go  forth  without 
the  endorsement  of  this  committee.  We  can  see  that  there  may  be  mis- 
nomers of  sorts  given  to  the  public  ;  and  extensive  advertising  of  kinds 
that  are  unworthy  has  been  done  already.  Hence  the  importance  of 
seeing  that  those  cannas  that  are  extensively  advertised  and  sent  out 
should  bear  the  endorsement  of  our  committee. 

Mr.  Dean  :  I  should  be  much  pleased  to  have  any  of  the  delegates 
here  visit  Bay  Ridge  and  see  the  collection  of  cannas  there  produced 
from  the  seed  of  Florence  Vaughan.  I  would  be  pleased  for  them  to  see 
for  themselves  the  great  number  of  types  produced  from  that  seed. 

Mr.  Michel  :  The  canna,  Rose  Pink,  has  been  reported  as  being 
the  nearest  approach  to  a  pink  canna,  but  nothing  more  was  said  about 
it.  If  the  committee  had  said  that  it  was  a  small,  insiguiticant  flower, 
really  unworthy  of  cultivation  and  of  no  use  except  for  hybridizing  pur- 
poses in  an  effort  to  get  a  pink  canna,  the  report  would  have  been  of  a 
little  more  value.  If  the  committee  would  enter  into  all  the  details, 
giving  the  bad  points  as  well  as  the  good  points  in  each  instance,  their 
report  would  perhaps  be  better  appreciated. 

Mr.  Dean  :  I  would  state  again  that  I  was  very  unfortunate  with 
the  new  varieties  that  I  planted.  They  were  a  total  loss  as  far  as 
flowering  went.  I  think  that  in  another  month  the  new  varieties  will  be 
in  flower  and  that  we  can  then  arrive  at  some  definite  judgment  with 
regard  to  them. 

(The  Committee  on  Cannas  for  the  ensuing  year,  as  subsequently  ap- 
pointed, was  constituted  as  follows:  Messrs.  James  Dean,  of  Bay  Ridge, 
X.  Y.;  John  T.  Temple,  of  Davenport,  la.;  D.  Zirngiebel,  of  Needham, 
Mass.;  F.  R.  Pierson,  of  Tai-rytown,  N.  Y.,  and  J.  W.  C.  Deake,of  Ash- 
ville,  N.  C.) 

AMENDMENTS   TO   THE   BY-LAWS. 

The  consideration  of  proposed  amendments  to  the  By-Laws,  sub- 
mitted by  Mr.  A.  T.  De  La  Mare,  of  New  York  City,  was  the  next 
business. 
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The  first  amendment  was  read  as  follows  :  — 

Article  III.  of  the  Constitution  of  the  Society  of  American  Florists, 
ninth  to  twelfth  lines,  provide  that  the  "  President,  First  Vice-President, 
Secretary  and  Treasurer  shall  be  elected  by  ballot  during  the  holding  of 
its  annual  meeting,"  and  Section  .">  of  the  By-Laws  states  that  "The 
election  of  officers  shall  take  place  on  the  closing  day  of  the  annual 
meeting,  and  shall  always  be  by  ballot." 

As  an  amendment  to  Section  5  of  the  By-Laws  it  is  proposed  that  the 
nomination  and  election  of  officers  shall  take  place  as  hereinafter  set 
forth  : 

Section  V. 

1.  At  the  stated  time  for  nomination  of  officers,  as  given  in  the 
program  of  the  annual  meeting,  the  President  shall  cause  to  be  dis- 
tributed to  every  member  present,  in  good  standing,  a  ballot  which  shall 
read  as  follows  : 

SOCIETY  OF  AMERICAN  FLORISTS. 

Nomination  of  Officers  for 

For  President 

For  Vice-President 

For  Secretary 

For  Treasurer 

■2.  Members  shall  in  the  blank  spaces  so  provided  insert  the  name 
of  their  candidates  for  the  designated  offices.  These  ballots  shall  then 
be  collected  by  tellers  duly  appointed  by  the  Chair,  the  results  tabulated 
in  the  presence  of  the  members  of  the  Executive  Committee  who  may  be 
present,  and  announced  by  the  Secretary  ;  the  two  nominees  receiving 
the  highest  number  of  votes  for  each  office  being  then  declared  the 
candidates  for  election  for  the  ensuing  year. 

3.  Should  either  of  the  two  nominees  receiving  the  highest  number 
of  votes  decline  to  stand  as  a  candidate,  the  nominee  receiving  the  next 
highest  number  of  votes  shall  be  declared  a  candidate. 

4.  Should  only  one  member  be  nominated  for  any  office  on  the  in- 
formal ballot  he  shall  be  declared  sole  candidate  for  such  office. 

5.  The  Secretary  shall  directly  after  said  announcement,  cause  to 
be  printed  a  regular  ticket  containing  the  names  of  the  candidates  for 
each  office,  and  at  the  time  appointed  for  election,  the  President  shall 
cause  these  ballots  to  be  distributed  to  members  entitled  to  vote,  who 
shall  cross  out  all  the  names  on  the  ticket,  except  those  of  their  choice, 
which  must  be  confined  to  one  name  for  each  office. 

6.  The  ballots  shall  then  be  collected  by  tellers  duly  appointed  by 
the  Chair,  counted  in  the  presence  of  the  members  of  the  Executive 
Committee  who  may  be  present,  and  the  result  announced  by  the 
Secretary. 

7.  A  majority  of  one  vote  over  the  next  highest  candidate  shall  be 
sufficient  to  elect. 

8.  In  case  of  a  tie  in  the  election  of  officers,  the  usual  parliamentary 
proceedings  shall  prevail. 

Mr.  De  La  Mare  moved  the  adoption  of  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Jas.  Dean  said  he  hoped  the  amendment  would  go  through. 
He  believed  it  would  expedite  business. 
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Mr.  H.  B.  Beatty  said,  as  the  custom  was  to  elect  a  Vice-President 
from  the  city  in  which  the  next  annual  meeting  was  to  be  held,  there 
might  be  a  possible  difficulty  in  determining  for  whom  to  vote  for  that 
office. 

Mr.  De  La  Mare  replied  that  the  possible  difficulty  suggested  by 
Mr.  Beatty  was  obviated  by  the  selection  of  the  next  meeting  place  prior 
to  the  election  of  officers. 

Mr.  Wm.  Scott  said  he  thought  the  amendment  an  admirable  one, 
but  that,  in  the  event  of  a  large  number  of  nominations,  the  new  regula- 
tion might  prove  somewhat  intricate. 

Mr.  P.  O'Mara  replied  that  the  two  candidates  receiving  the  highest 
number  of  votes  would  become  competitors  of  each  other,  and  that  if 
either  one  withdrew,  the  other  would  be  chosen.  He  commended  the 
arrangement  as  insuring  the  election  of  candidates  best  fitted  for  the 
offices  and  those  who  had  the  greatest  number  of  friends.  He  particu- 
larly favored  that  feature  of  the  amendment  which  dispensed  with  the 
tiresome  speeches  eulogistic  of  candidates  when  nominated  ;  and  also, 
the  provision  by  which  each  member  would  have  an  opportunity  to 
nominate  whoever  he  pleased. 

Mr.  De  La  Mare's  motion  was  adopted  by  a  unanimous  vote. 

The  following  amendment  to  the  Constitution,  proposed  by  Mr.  H.  B. 
Beatty,  was  next  considered.  To  amend  Article  V.  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, so  that  it  shall  read  as  follows  :  — 

"  This  Society  shall  hold  an  annual  meeting,  commencing  ou  such 
Tuesday  of  August  as  the  Executive  Committee  may  think  best ;  but  it 
must  be  either  the  first,  second  or  third,  continuing  three  days,  etc."    . 

The  amendment  was  adopted  by  a  unanimous  vote. 

IMPROVED   CHRYSANTHEMUMS,    EXTANT   AND   ESSENTIAL. 

President  Lonsdale  announced  as  the  next  business  in  order  a  dis- 
cussion upon  the  subject  above  stated,  under  the  auspices  of  the  Chry- 
santhemum Society  of  America,  to  be  opened  by  Mr.  E.  G.  Hill,  of 
Richmond,  Ind. 

Mr.  E.  G.  Hill  came  forward  and  responded  in  the  following  re- 
marks, which  evoked  general  applause  :  — 

The  evolution  of  the  chrysanthemum  has  been  one  of  the  marvels  of 
the  times,  as  wonderful  in  its  way  as  the  improvements  made  in  the 
domain  of  light,  heat  and  transportation  in  the  past  decade  ;  the  devel- 
opment of  its  size  and  beauty  and  in  its  improved  culture,  have  given 
pleasure  and  delight  to  many  thousands   of  people  on  both  sides  of  the 
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sea,  as  well  as  iu  far  Australia.     la  no  department  of  floriculture  have 
results  been  at  ouce  so  definite  and  so  valuable  and  also  wide-reaching. 

The  subject  assigned  for  discussion  seems  at  first  glance  to  be  of 
very  easy  treatment  ;  but  we  find  that  it  requires  careful  thought,  and  a 
discriminating  use  of  memoranda  painstakingly  compiled  each  season. 
Consistency  is  still  a  jewel,  yet  an  up-to-date  chrysanthemum  grower 
must  be  willing  in  this  autumn  of  1895  to  go  squarely  back  upon  his  utter- 
ances and  opinions  of  1890,  or  even  several  seasons  subsequent,  both  as 
to  culture,  and  also  as  to  what  constitutes  a  valuable  variety  for  any  cer- 
tain line  of  trade;  the  point  of  view  from  which  we  observe  the  chrysan- 
themum will  have  much  to  do  with  overestimate  of  the  worth  of  a 
variety,  and  we  are  under  the  necessity  of  making  a  careful  classification 
of  sorts  pronounced  essential.  Suppose  we  try  a  division  like  the  fol- 
lowing : 

Class  A. — Commercial  cut  flower  varieties. 

Class  B. — Exhibition  flower  varieties. 

Class  C. — Exhibition  pot  plants. 

Class  D. — Exhibition  single-stem  one-flower  pot  plants. 

When  we  consider  the  multitude  of  varieties  at  our  disposal  from 
which  selections  may  be  made  to  fill  the  several  classes,  it  is  not  always 
an  easy  matter  to  make  the  wisest  choice  ;  and  yet  upon  making  the 
wisest  choice  will  depend  success  at  the  exhibition,  satisfactory  cash 
returns  from  the  houses,  or  position  in  the  profession  as  a  grower. 

For  the  commercial  grower,  a  dozen  varieties  possessing  the  essential 
qualifications,  —  namely,  color,  form,  depth,  substance,  stem,  lasting 
qualities,  are  infinitely  better  than  a  hundred  varieties  selected  at  random. 
One  of  the  first  requisites  for  the  commercial  grower  is  the  securing  of  a 
succession  of  bloom,  the  having  of  varieties  that  will  follow  one  another 
thi'ough  the  limited  season  of  bloom  —  happily  this  is  now  possible.  We 
name  Mme.  F.  Bergman n  as  the  first  and  best  early  white  variety.  This 
should  begin  to  bloom  about  the  oth  of  October.  Before  Bergmann  is 
done,  Mrs.  Henry  Robinson  will  begin  to  show  its  magnificent  flowers  ; 
this  variety  possesses  all  the  good  qualities  of  a  perfect  white  chrysan- 
themum, and  will  begin  flowering  about  the  13th  of  October,  and  is  as 
fine  as  any  mid-season  variety. 

I  would  till  the  aforementioned  classes  as  follows  : 

Class  A.  Commercial  Whites.  —  Mme.  Bergmann,  October  5th  ; 
Mrs.  Henry  Robinson,  October  13th  ;  Jessica  and  Ivory,  October  15th  ; 
J.  H.  White,  Queen,  Niveus,  W.  C.  Newitt,  Mrs.  Jerome  Jones,  Eider- 
down, Mrs.  H.  McK.  Twombley. 

Class  A.  Commercial  Pinks.  —  Mrs.  Parker,  Jr.,  Mrs.  E.  G.  Hill 
Lady  Playfair,  M.  Richard  Dean,  V.  Morel,  D.  Toler. 

Class  A.  Commercial  Yellows.  —  Yellow  Queen,  J.  E.  Lager,  Miss 
Johnson,  Radience,  G-eorgienne  Bramhall,  W.  H.  Lincoln,  H.  W.  Rie- 
man,  Mrs  F.  L.  Ames. 
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CLASS  A.  Commercial  Beds.  —  M.  Benj.  Giraud  (very  early), 
Fisher's  Torch,  Geo.  W.  Childs,  Jno.  Shrimpton. 

Class  A.  Commercial  Varieties  ;  colors  not  classed. — Philadelphia, 
Silver  Cloud,  Charlotte,  Inter-Ocean,  Mrs.  Geo.  Magee. 

Class  B.  Exhibition  Cut-Flower  Varieties. — Queen,  Niveus,  Mrs. 
Henry  Robinson,  Mrae.  C.  Molin,  Mrs.  R.  W.  E.  Murray,  J.  Agate,  Mrs. 
J.  Jones,  Mayflower,  Mutual  Friend,  Marie  Louise,  W.  G.  Hewitt,  Dean 
Hole,  Mrs.  Higginbottom,  V.  Morel,  Inter-Ocean,  Ada  Leroy,  Mrs.  E.  O. 
Wolcott,  Mrs.  G.  J.  Beer,  Mrs.  J.  W.  Crouch,  Andes,  Mrs.  Geo.  Magee, 
H.  W.  Riemau,  E.  Dailledouze,  H.  L.  Sunderbruch,  G.  Bramhall,  Golden 
Gate,  Golden  Wedding,  W.  H.  Lincoln,  Col.  W.  B.  Smith,  E.N".  Bigelow, 
R.  Mclnnes,  Black  Beauty,  Geo.  W.  Childs,  Jno.  Shrimpton,  C.  B.  Whit- 
nall,  Mrs.  Geo.  West,  Mrs.  C.  H.  Payne,  Rider  Haggard,  Etoile  de  Lyon, 
Chas.  Davis,  Philadelphia. 

Class  C.  Exhibition  Bush  Plants.  — W.  H.  Lincoln,  Nellie  Elver- 
son,  L.  Canning,  W.  G.  Newitt,  Jos.  H.  White,  Egyptian,  Ermenilda, 
Ivory,  The  Bard,  Geo.  W.  Childs,  L'Enfant,  Ernest  Rieman,  C  Chal- 
fant,  Robt.  Bottomly,  M.  Waunamaker,  Mrs.  Elsie  Darlington. 

Class  D.  Exhibition  Pot  Plants,  single-stem,  one-flower. — Ivory, 
Philadelphia,  H.  W.  Rieman,  Minerva,  Amoor,  Jno.  Shrimpton,  Etoile 
de  Lyon,  Inter-Ocean,  Mutual  Friend,  Eda  Prass,  H.  L.  Sunderbruch, 
V.  Morel,  C.  B.  Whitnall,  R.  Mclnnes,  Chas.  Davis,  Niveus,  W.  H. 
Lincoln. 

If  I  were  limited  absolutely  to  twelve  varieties  of  chrysanthemums, 
they  would  be  the  following,  though  I  should  deeply  regret  many  of  the 
omitted  favorites  : 

V.  Morel,  E.  Dailledouze,  Philadelphia,  Mrs.  H.  Robinson,  M.  Rich- 
ard Dean,  Geo.  W.  Childs,  Ivory,  H.  L.  Sunderbruch,  H.  W.  Rieman, 
Xiveus,  Queen,  R.  Mclnnes. 

The  President  invited  further  discussion. 

Mr.  Grove  P.  Rawson  suggested,  that  possibly  Mr.  Wood,  of  the 
committee  appointed  on  the  subject  of  furnishing  a  basis  for  judgiug  in 
chrysanthemum  exhibitions,  could  give  some  points  from  the  report  of 
that  committee  which  would  be  interesting. 

Mr.  E.  A.  Wood,  of  Denver,  Col.,  replied  that  the  list  given  by  Mr. 
Hill  had  been  presented  to  the  Chrysanthemum  Society.  He  continued  : 
In  speaking  of  the  twelve  varieties  of  chrysanthemums  we  could  not  get 
any  two  experts  in  the  country  to  agree,  and  it  would  be  the  same  if 
there  were  fifty.  Some  people  hold  different  ideas  from  others  on  this 
subject.  But  I  want  to  say  that  I  agree  most  emphatically  with  Mr.  Hill 
on  the  question  on  which  he  started,  viz.,  that  size  seems  to  be  the  prin- 
cipal factor  before  the  judges  of  an  exhibition.  The  day  is  coming  when 
it  will  not  be  so.     Finish  is  going  to  rank  before  size.     But  if  we  keep 
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on  as  we  are  going,  we  shall  soon  have  presented  to  us  the  very  fact  that 
Professor  Gibson  pictured  to  us  last  night,  of  our  exhibitions  being  filled 
with  monstrosities.  It  is  unfortunate,  I  think,  that  we  have  started  off 
that  way.  To  the  real  chrysanthemum  lover,  I  think  a  medium  sized 
flower  with  a  good  finish,  built  as  symmetrically  as  can  be,  spherical  and 
symmetrical,  with  a  slender,  stiff  stem  not  too  long,  covered  with  a  good, 
strong  foliage,  is  the  ideal  flower. 

The  report  about  which  Mr.  Rawson  speaks  is  one  that  is  to  be  read 
this  afternoon  before  the  Chrysanthemum  Society,  from  a  committee  ap- 
pointed last  year  to  make  a  scale  for  judging.  It  will  be  the  wish  of  the 
Chrysanthemum  Society  that  that  scale  should  be  adopted  the  country 
over  by  all  clubs  and  organizations  holding  exhibitions.  The  chairman 
of  that  committee  is  Mr.  A.  H.  Fewkes,  of  Boston,  who  has  been  the 
chairman  of  the  flower  committee  there  for  three  or  four  years,  and 
with  whom  it  has  been  my  pleasure  to  serve  on  various  committees  in 
different  chrysanthemum  shows.  This  scale,  with  the  exception  of  a 
few  changes  which  have  been  made  this  year  (in  fact  all  scales  will  prob- 
ably have  to  be  changed  from  time  to  time),  has  been  in  use  by  him  and 
myself  for  three  or  four  years  ;  and  wherever  we  found  a  very  close  com- 
petition and  sat  down  and  scaled  it,  we  found  that  the  scale  was  far 
ahead  of  our  judgment.  I  am  sorry  that  I  have  not  that  report  here  to 
read  it  ;  but  it  will  be  published  in  the  proceedings  of  the  Society  of 
American  Florists. 

Mr.  J.  M.  Jordan,  of  St.  Louis:  I  would  like  to  inquire  if  the 
Kate  Brown  has  been  shelved.     If  so,  I  would  like  to  know  why. 

Mr.  E.  G.  Hill:  Madam  F.  Bergmann  takes  the  place  of  Kate  Brown 
in  every  particular.  It  is  a  better  grower,  has  a  nicer  stem,  a  stiffer  and 
better  foliage  with  more  flowers,  and  comes  quite  as  early.  On  the 
other  hand,  Kate  Brown  is  only  semi-double  and  inclined  to  be  a  little 
soft.  I  think  very  few  chrysanthemum  growers  are  using  Kate  Brown, 
to  the  extent  that  they  used  it  at  first. 

Mr.  A.  Graham,  of  Cleveland,  O.  :  I  would  like  to  ask  if  it  would 
not  be  advisable  to  list  the  varieties  of  chrysanthemums  according  to 
their  date  of  blooming.  Mr.  Hill  has  placed  Ivory  further  down  the  list 
than  I  should  have  placed  it. 

Mr.  Hill  here  explained  that  the  commercial  cut-flower  varieties 
had  been  put  down  in  his  list  in  the  order  of  their  succession  in  bloom- 
ing.    He  had  selected  the  twelve  best  chrysanthemums. 

A  colloquy  followed,  in  which  Mr.  Hill  corrected  an  apparent  misap- 
prehension by  Mr.  Graham,  the  latter  having  supposed  that  Ivory  had 
been  put  down  as  one  of  the  late  flowering  varieties.  He  said  that  with 
him  it  came  about  the  loth  of  October.  Mr.  Hill  explained  that  this  was 
about  the  date  at  which  he  had  Ivory. 
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Mr.  E.  H.  Michel,  of  St.  Louis,  explained  that  he  thought  the  mis- 
understanding between  the  two  gentlemen  was  due  to  the  fact  that  Mr. 
Hill  was  referring  to  one  list  in  his  essay  and  Mr.  Graham  was  referring 
to  the  other,  that  the  last  list  placed  Ivory  at  the  end,  whereas  in  the 
other  list  the  varieties  appeared  in  their  order  as  to  earliuess. 

Mr.  James  Dean,  of  Bay  Uidge,  N.  Y. :  One  point  that  I  would  like 
to  bring  before  the  meeting  is  this.  Frequently  ladies  come  to  me  and 
complain  bitterly  that  plants  which  they  have  bought  from  florists  die  in 
the  winter;  that  they  cannot  get  the  plants  to  flower  in  the  fall.  They 
say,  "  What  is  the  matter?  I  have  taken  the  best  care  of  them,  I  have 
given  them  the  sunny  side  of  the  yard,  but  I  cannot  succeed  ;  I 
cannot  get  them  to  flower  ;  I  have  had  a  great  big  bud  but  the  frost  has 
killed  it."  Now,  this  was  not  so  formerly.  I  think  it  would  be  well  for 
the  chrysanthemum  growers  to  study  this  point  and  give  it  some 
attention.  They  are  not  doing  right  by  the  public  when  they  sell 
varieties  that  will  not  flower  out-of-doors  and  for  which  they  issue  lists 
and  send  them  out  broadcast.  I  do  not  think  it  is  helpful  to  our  business 
to  act  in  that  way.  Florists  should  grow  certain  varieties  that  they  know 
will  flower  and  are  hardy  in  their  way.  If  they  will  do  that,  they  will 
deal  justly  with  the  public  and  will  benefit  themselves. 

Mr.  Grove  P.  Rawson  :  Will  Mr.  Hill  kindly  answer  the  sugges- 
tion made  by  Mr.  Dean  ? 

Mr.  Hill  :  Well,  I  do  not  think  I  am  the  proper  person  to  answer 
it,  for  the  reason  that  I  do  not  issue  any  catalogue.  1  sell  to  florists  ex- 
clusively. You  gentlemen  who  disseminate  the  plants,  are  the  ones  who 
ought  to  supply  the  information  that  Mr.  Dean  has  asked  for.  [Mer- 
riment.] 

Mr.  Wm.  F.  Gude,  of  Washington,  D.  C,  remarked  that  what  Mr. 
Dean  had  said  had  been  forcibly  demonstrated  in  his  own  experience, 
because  his  end  of  the  business  was  in  the  store  altogether.  He  said  he 
had  frequently  been  confronted  with  the  question,  "  Why  don't  you  grow 
the  hardy  varieties  ?  "  He  really  thought  it  was  wrong  for  any  florist  to 
sell  varieties  which  he  knew  would  not  bloom. 

Mr.  E.  A.  Wood,  of  Denver,  Col.  :  The  question  is  one,  I  think, 
that  everybody  can  answer.  The  cross  fertilization  of  chrysanthemums 
has  made  them  more  tender  ;  and  the  newer  varieties  which  are  being 
pushed  out  continually,  while  perhaps  more  robust  and  of  stronger  growth 
under  glass,  will  not  withstand  out-of-doors  the  hard  knocks  that  the 
older  varieties  withstood.  I  think  I  can  say  that  almost  all  the  newer 
productions  received  their  awards  or  their  medals  and  certificates  from 
the  flowers  grown  upon  the  plants  under  glass.     It  is  not  the  fault  of  the 
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cross-fertilizer  or  the  disseminator  if  after  that  these  are  pushed  on  the 
public  as  hardy  varieties.  A  catalogue  of  Nathan  Smith  &  Son  this 
year  covers  very  carefully  what  varieties  should  be  grown  for  bush 
plants.  Yet  you  will  find  in  almost  all  the  catalogues  new  varieties 
pushed  out  as  if  they  were  good  for  that  purpose,  while  every  chrysan- 
themum grower  knows  they  are  not.  Now  how  is  this  Society  going 
to  strike  at  the  men  who  put  out  the  new  varieties  complained  of  and 
who  are  beyond  our  reach  entirely  ? 

Mr.  Wm.  Scott,  of  Buffalo,  N.  Y. :  I  think  the  suggestion  of  Mr. 
Hill  is  a  valuable  one  ;  but  if  that  information  about  their  flowering  out- 
of-doors  is  disseminated,  it  ought  to  be  accompanied  by  information  as  to 
what  latitude  it  applies  to.  During  a  residence  of  twenty-six  years  in 
western  New  York,  —  in  Buffalo,  to  be  more  definite,  —  I  have  never 
yet  seen  a  healthy  chrysanthemum  out-of-doors  ;  that  is,  one  that 
matured  healthily  or  satisfactorily.  So  that  for  many  years  I  have  ignored 
the  idea  of  selling  them  to  my  customers.  When  amateurs  ask  me, 
"  Why  can't  we  have  some  chrysanthemums?"  I  reply,  "You  can,  I 
will  sell  you  a  small  plant  in  a  six-inch  pot;  plunge  it  out-of-doors  ;  but 
before  frost  take  it  up  and  put  it  inside."  I  know  of  a  number  of  my 
customers  who  in  that  way  are  very  successful  in  cultivating  them. 

When  the  Delaux  seedlings  were  introduced  here  a  few  years  ago,  I 
thought  we  were  going  to  have  a  type  that  would  give  great  satisfaction 
out-of-doors.  I  should  like  to  hear  from  Mr.  Hill  whether  he  believes 
they  are  going  to  give  satisfaction  out-of-doors.  I  tried  some  thirty-six 
new  varieties  which  I  got  from  Kelway,  and  they  were  only  partially 
successful.  About  ten  years  ago,  on  the  26th  day  of  December,  I  was 
walking  through  the  Botanical  Gardens  of  Liverpool,  in  company  with 
a  lady,  and  while  looking  at  and  admiring  flowers  there  a  group  of  chry- 
santhemums attracted  our  attention.  The  flower  was  about  the  size  of 
a  small  Ivory.  It  was  a  beautiful  little  flower.  One  of  the  gardeners 
of  whom  I  inquired  told  me,  I  think,  that  it  was  one  of  the  Delaux  first 
productions.  I  remarked,  "  If  we  could  make  such  a  plant  as  that  grow 
satisfactorily  we  would  sell  thousands  of  them."  I  repeat  that  if  we 
are  going  to  have  a  type  of  hardy  chrysanthemums,  the  latitude  suitable 
for  them  should  be  stated,  for  it  would  be  ridiculous  to  attempt  to  grow 
out  in  western  New  York  what  has  only  been  proved  hardy  on  Long 
Island. 

Mr.  E.  G.  Hill  :  The  newer  varieties  of  recent  years  are  of  the 
Japanese  type.  I  believe  it  is  a  well  known  fact  that  they  are  less  hardy 
than  the  Chinese  varieties.  I  believe  we  are  working  in  the  right  way  in 
regard  to  the  early  varieties.  What  the  people  want  is  something  that 
will  bloom  before  our  severe  frost  comes  to  injure  the  blossoms. 

A  number  of  years  ago  —  thirteen  or  fourteen  —  I  received  from 
France  a  variety  labeled  La  Petite  Aime,  and  I  am  exceedingly  sorry  to 
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say  that  I  lost  it.  It  was  a  beautiful  little  thing,  about  like  the  variety 
irk  the  garden  at  Liverpool,  which  Mr.  Scott  has  described.  It  was 
of  the  type  of  Ivory  or  Madame  Bergmann,  and  it  was  in  full  bloom 
on  the  18th  or  19th  of  September.  No  one  has  regretted  more  than 
myself  the  loss  of  that  variety,  and  I  tried  time  and  again  to  import  it  in 
order  that  we  might  have  something  to  raise  varieties  from,  but  failed 
to  get  it. 

Now  there  is  something  remarkable  about  the  production  of  newer 
varieties  in  our  own  country.  If  you  notice  last  year  among  the  newer 
sorts  there  were  eight  or  ten  that  approximated  along  towards  the  earlier 
part  of  October  in  their  blooming.  I  cannot  account  for  it.  I  know  that  I 
have  four  seedlings  that  are  almost  equal  in  quality  to  the  mid-season 
varieties,  I  think  so,  (you  know  everyone  thinks  his  own  crow  the 
blackest)  ,but  we  have  those  seedliDgs  in  bloom  in  the  early  part  of  October. 
You  have  noted  that  Pitcher  &  Manda  have  introduced  four  varieties 
that  also  bloom  in  the  early  part  of  October.  I  hope  to  get  earlier 
varieties  on  the  lines  we  are  working  upon.  When  we  get  those  earlier 
varieties  the  outside  public  will  be  satisfied,  and  not  until  then  I 
apprehend. 

Mr.  James  Dean  :  The  point  has  not  yet  been  covered  to  my 
satisfaction.  It  is  just  this,  that  the  chrysanthemum  growers,  with  very 
few  exceptions,  send  out  lists  and  plates  in  their  catalogues  showing 
these  magnificent  flowers.  Now  if  they  acted  wisely  and  fairly  they 
would  accompany  these  with  the  statement  that  as  to  the  majority  of 
them  it  would  be  impossible  to  riower  them  ouL  in  the  air  and  that  they 
would  not  stand  the  winter.  That  would  be  doing  right,  and  it  would 
also  be  doing  right  to  publish  chrysanthemums  that  are  hardy  and  which 
our  friends  know  are  hardy.  We  have  lots  of  them.  Why  not  give 
them  to  the  people  ?  Why  charge  them  twenty-five  cents,  fifty  cents  or 
a  dollar  for  a  new  variety  that  will  soon  perish,  and  impose  upon  them  in 
that  way  ?  By  so  doing  the  florist  makes  no  new  friend  but  makes  an 
enemy  every  time  he  does  that.  I  repeat  that  you  have  an  abundance 
of  varieties  and  they  are  all  hardy  enough  ;  and  I  do  not  speak  of  the 
great  exhibition  flowers.  Why  not  sell  to  women  and  children  a  plant 
that  we  know  will  live  and  flower  well  and  not  disappoint  them  after  all 
their  labor  and  toil  ? 

Mr.  C.  Wm.  Turnley,  of  Haddonfield,  N.  J.  :  In  my  opinion, 
brother  Dean's  suggestion  is  a  very  important  one.  I  am  confronted 
from  year  to  year  by  customers  with  the  inquiry,  "  How  shall  we  keep 
these  plants  over  the  winter  ?  "  I  tell  them  to  lift  the- plants  from  the 
ground  before  the  frost  comes,  and  give  them  shelter  for  a  short  time 
prior  to  taking  them  indoors  ;  and  I  suggest  to  them  to  take  the  plants 
into  their  conservatories,  parlors  or  other  places  for  use  in  fall  decora- 
tion.    Then,  after  the  flowers  are  done  blooming,  and  when  they  become 
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unsightly  and  are  nothing  but  a  mass  of  foliage,  I  tell  them  they  are  to 
remove  or  cut  off  the  tops  for  three  or  four  inches  above  the  pot.  That 
induces  the  young  growth  from  the  roots,  the  suckers,  which  can  be 
propagated  at  any  time  during  the  winter.  Then  they  can  be  planted 
out  again  in  the  spring. 

Customers  sometimes  put  their  plants  down  in  a  warm,  dark  cellar, 
near  the  heater,  and  forget  to  water  them  ;  the  result  being  that  the 
plants,  if  not  lost  entirely,  are  so  weakened  that  they  do  not  amount  to 
anything.  My  advice  to  them  is  to  put  the  plants  in  an  upper  room, 
where  there  is  more  light  and  the  temperature  lower,  so  that  the  plants 
will  be  well  wintered  over.  I  think  it  pays  you  to  instruct  your  customers 
as  to  what  varieties  are  tender,  and  other  necessary  details.  It  leads 
them  to  place  confidence  in  you  and  induces  them  to  come  back  and  buy 
from  you  from  year  to  year. 

Mr.  Joseph  E.  Bonsall,  of  Salem,  O.  :  I  believe  that  Mr.  Hill,  in 
the  closing  of  his  remarks  struck  a  keynote  as  to  the  hardiness  of  our 
varieties.  In  my  experience  I  have  never  yet  found  the  Japanese  chrysan-- 
themum  entirely  hardy  in  the  open,  during  thq  winter  without  protection, 
and  I  do  not  believe  that  in  our  northern  latitudes  the  Japanese  varieties 
will  ever  be  satisfactory  in  wintering  over  in  the  open  ground. 

Mr.  Wji.  Scott,  of  Buffalo,  X.  Y.,  said  that  the  question  referred 
to  by  other  speakers,  was  one  that  was  addressed  to  himself  a  thousand 
times  a  year,  and  he  had  been  inclined  to  ask  in  reply,  "  what  do  you  do 
when  you  have  had  a  good  dinner  and  a  bottle  of  champagne  with  it  ?" 
If  anyone  would  come  and  look  at  his  dump-pile  he  would  show  them 
what  he  had  thrown  away-  He  said  he  did  not  advise  customers  to 
put  their  plants  down  cellar  ;  he  thought  it  was  better  for  them  to 
throw  the  plants  away,  for  they  had  surely  got  a  dollar's  worth  out  of 
them  anyhow. 

Mr.  A.  Graham,  of  Cleveland,  O.,  replying  to  Mr.  Turnley,  said  he 
thought  the  better  way  for  customers  to  get  a  good  plant  was  by  buying  a 
new  one.  What  that  gentleman  had  said  reminded  him  of  the  advice  of 
the  physician  to  the  old  lady  who  asked  him  how  she  could  best  prepare 
her  pickles  so  that  they  would  be  wholesome.  The  reply  was  :  "  Gather 
the  pickles  when  they  are  half  grown,  wash  them  and  carefully  dry  them 
with  a  towel,  place  them  in  a  brine  of  salt  for  a  certain  number  of  days 
until  they  are  thoroughly  saturated  with  it  ;  pour  the  brine  off  ;  fill  up 
the  jar  with  vinegar,  then  take  the  '  durned  '  things  and  throw  them  to 
the  hogs."     [Merriment.] 

Mr.  E.  G.  Hill  :  The  catalogues  across  the  water  say  that  varieties 
will  bloom  until  such  and  such  a  date.     There  is  one  fact  to  be  borne  in 
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mind,  that  if  they  bloom  in  England  in  September  or  early  in  October, 
the  probabilities  are  that  they  would  not  bloom  here  before  November. 
When  Mr.  Robert  George  and  I  were  in  Europe  in  the  month  of 
August,  a  few  years  ago,  we  saw  at  Mr.  Thomas  Ware's,  two  varieties 
that  they  claimed  would  bloom  all  summer  long,  and  they  said  those 
were  the  things  we  needed  in  America.  Well,  I  didn't  say  anything  to 
Robert  and  he  didn't  say  anything  to  me,  but  I  think  he  got  a  stock  and 
I  got  a  stock.    [Laughter.] 

LATEST   FACTS  AS  TO   CARNATIONS. 

The  next  item  on  the  program  was  a  discussion,  under  the  auspices 
of  the  American  Carnation  Society,  on  the  subject  :  "  Latest  facts  as  to 
Carnations,"  which  was  opened  by  Mr.  Fred  Dorner,  of  Lafayette,  Ind. 

Mr.  Dorner  read  his  remarks,  which  were  much  applauded.  They 
were  as  follows  :  — 

It  is  rather  a  difficult  and  delicate  theme.  Facts  established  and 
comprehensible  are  an  easy  matter  to  write  about;  not  so  with  something 
new.  The  writer  may  not  be  readily  understood,  for  the  newness  and 
novelty  of  the  fact  may  cause  differences  of  opinion.  A  most  pleasant 
fact,  not  new  any  more,  but  gaining  every  year  in  significance,  is  the 
popularity  of  the  carnation.  Its  beauty  and  noble  qualities,  enhanced  by 
yearly  improvement,  attracts  the  lover  of  flowers,  and  make  it  indispen- 
sable. Grown  with  forbearance  beside  the  queenly  rose,  it  demands  now 
a.  place  beside  her  throne,  and  the  divine  beauty  with  its  usefulness  and 
popularity  may  one  day  find  the  climax  in  becoming  national. 

Of  cultural  improvements  many  could  be  named,  but  I  will  refrain 
from  this,  as  they  find  constant  discussion  in  the  papers.  One  fact  I 
cannot  omit  to  mention.  We  have  followed  the  teachings  of  nature,  but 
have  to  do  so  more  fully.  We  should  never  forget  the  old  fact,  that  the 
laws  of  nature  cannot  be  neglected  or  violated  with  impunity.  In  our 
culture,  and  more  so  in  greenhouse  culture,  we  are  the  masters.  The 
more  thoroughly  we  study  the  wauts  of  our  plants  the  nearer  our  work 
is  in  accord  with  the  natural  laws  of  vegetation,  the  better  the  results  we 
obtain.  These  are  the  fundamental  principles  to  grow  healthy  plants  and 
avoid  disease. 

Another  fact  that  will  in  my  eyes  be  more  fully  verified  in  the  near 
future  is  the  diversity  of  prices  obtained  in  the  market  according  to 
quality.  I  asked  a  rose  grower  if  he  would  grow  American  Beauties  for 
the  same  price  that  he  realized  for  his  Perles.  An  emphatic  "no,"  was 
the  answer.  The  reason  why  he  cannot  do  it  we  all  know.  And  we 
know,  too,  that  when  grown  with  care  one  is  as  good  an  investment  as 
the  other. 

Among  the  many  thousands  of  seedlings  grown  every  year  there 
will  surely  some  make  their  appearance  of  extra  size  and  beauty,  and  if 
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brought  in  the  market  they  will  bring  extra  prices.  I  have  no  doubt 
some  have  been  discarded  already,  being  not  considered  prolific  enough 
for  the  general  market  prices  obtained  at  the  time.  But  we  must  not  be 
unreasonable  and  expect  to  cut  as  many  flowers  from  them  as  from  our 
Scotts  and  Daybreaks.  Naturally  in  flowers  as  in  fruit,  when  size  is  a 
point,  the  quantity  in  number  is  less,  but  seldom  in  bulk.  Such  varieties- 
should  be  pushed  forward.  They  could  not  be  grown  in  large  quantities,, 
not  everywhere,  with  profit,  but  where  the  finer  roses  or  orchids  find  a 
market  an  extra  fine  carnation,  even  not  so  free  blooming,  would  sell  too 
at  paying  prices.  The  best  example  we  have  is  the  chrysanthemum.  At 
the  present  time  quantity  figures  greatly,  and  covers  up  many  defects. 
At  the  exhibitions  quality  prevails,  but  in  the  cultivation  for  market 
quantity  is  an  essential  point.  Such  varieties  as  pointed  out  before  would 
widen  the  sphere  of  the  carnation,  widen  the  market ;  more  diversity 
cannot  fail  to  be  attractive,  and  would  be  in  accordance  with  our  ad- 
vancement and  progress. 

We  have  to  contend  with  many  diseases,  and  much  has  been  said  and 
written  about  them.  The  disease  question  is  agitating  the  minds  of 
most  all  growers,  and  we  find  few  that  are  not  afflicted  with  one  or  the 
other.  It  would  be  amusing  were  it  not  of  so  serious  a  character,  to  ob- 
serve the  misunderstandings  and  opinions  of  the  different  diseases, 
opinions  which  vary  often  as  much  as  the  afflicted  one's  business  is 
affected  by  it.  The  agitation  runs  at  present  so  high  that  the  notoriety 
of  a  new  disease  comes  up  to  the  advent  of  a  new  variety.  The  tinder 
of  the  one  and  the  originator  of  the  other  are  celebrated  alike.  If  only 
the  finder  could  give  a  remedy  to  obliterate  his  find  and  the  originator 
the  assurance  that  his  new  variety  is  disease  proof ,  the  carnation  grow- 
ers would  think  the  millennium  had  come.  But  we  must  trudge  and  toil 
along  on  this  imperfect  earth,  and  use  our  common  sense  and  sharpen 
our  wits  to  find  relief.  Our  learned  men  have  helped  us  a  great  deal  in 
defining  diseases,  and  no  one  is  more  thankful  than  I  for  their  knowledge 
so  freely  given.  They  show  us  the  character  of  the  disease,  how  it 
develops  and  grows,  but  they  as  yet  could  give  us  no  sure  remedy.  They 
tell  us  that  sulphate  of  copper  and  other  chemicals  will  kill  fungus,  just  as 
well  as  a  doctor  of  medicine  will  tell  us  that  quiniue  will  cure  fever.  But 
very  often  in  the  face  of  these  remedies  the  patient  will  die,  and  the  rust 
will  kill  our  plants.  Our  professors  have  not  the  practical  knowledge  of 
the  culture  of  the  carnation  which  is  essential  for  attacking  the  disease 
with  success.  Or  else  they  may  tell  us  where  we  leave  the  door  open  for 
the  disease  to  enter.  Again  I  must  acknowledge  their  achievement  in 
defining  the  diseases  with  profoundest  gratitude,  and  hope  they  will  be 
in  the  future  as  successful  as  they  have  been  in  the  past. 

My  experience  and  observations  in  regard  to  disease  have  convinced 
me  of  some  facts,  which  I  will  relate  here,  knowing  very  well  that  they 
may  not  be  entertained  by  everybody,  but  T  am  ready  to  defend  them 
unless  convinced  otherwise.     And  I  would  like  to  state  here,  and  fully 
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admit,  that  in  the  time  of  our  cultivation  we  may  meet  causes,  circum- 
stances unforseen  and  uncontrollable,  liable  to  bring  on  disease.  But 
you  must  admit  too  that  there  are  causes  which  we  can  control,  conse- 
quences of  insufficient  knowledge,  misunderstandings  and  neglect. 

In  the  haste  and  clamor  for  relief  we  sadly  neglect  to  look  in  our  es- 
tablishments for  what  may  have  been  caused  to  give  the  disease  a  foothold. 
We  excuse  ourselves  with  the  epidemic  nature  of  the  same,  or  when  the 
stock  is  procured  from  some  other  place  locate  the  responsibility  there, 
never  allowing  or  even  thinking  that  we  may  have  given  wrong  treat- 
ment, or  may  be  guilty  of  neglect.  If  a  new  variety  is  attacked  it  is 
simply  thrown  overboard  as  too  weak  to  cope  with  disease  ;  when  stand- 
ard varieties  we  cannot  dispense  with  we  make  a  wry  face  and  say 
nothing.  This  hiding  and  denying  of  infested  stock  has  helped  more 
than  anything  else  to  spread  the  disease,  especially  the  rust.  Of  all  dis- 
eases the  bacteria  and  rust  are  the  two  most  prevalent  and  most  danger- 
ous on  account  of  the  epidemic  nature  of  the  former  and  the  widespread 
dissemination  of  the  latter.  All  the  other  diseases  1  consider  mostly  the 
result  of  neglect  and  wrong  culture,  or  circumstances  which  cannot  be 
foreseen  or  forstalled. 

Bacteria,  those  minute  beings,  invisible  to  our  eyes,  are  floating  in 
the  air,  and  make  their  ravages  in  the  animal  and  vegetable  kingdoms. 
They  exist  in  manifold  forms  and  varieties,  and  one  of  them  finds  the 
carnation  plant  a  congenial  pasture,  entering  the  leaves  through  the 
pores  and  multiplying  with  great  rapidity.  It  is  an  acknowledged  fact 
that  bacteria  are  most  successful  in  their  ravages  on  bodies  impaired  in 
their  health  and  weakened  in  strength  and  resistance.  So  the  same  with 
our  carnations. 

I  have  made  a  study  and  made  experiments  in  regard  to  this,  and 
will  mention  some  facts,  which  must  have  come  to  the  notice  of  everyone 
who  takes  an  interest  in  the  growth  of  his  plants.  Bacteria  are  found 
very  little  in  the  open  field  culture,  but  in  the  confinement  of  the  houses 
they  find  a  more  congenial  field  in  the  more  soft  and  succulent  growth. 
They  enter  only  the  young  leaves  and  mostly  before  being  unfolded. 
They  never  enter  the  full  grown  harder  leaves.  Again  very  often  we 
find  the  young  plants  attacked,  just  being  transplanted  from  the  sand, 
but  as  soon  as  they  gain  strength  the  bacteria  disappears,  or  rather  the 
plant  outgrows  it  in  a  short  time.  The  results  of  my  observations  and 
•experiments  show  that  there  is  danger  of  the  bacteria  when  we  neglect 
our  plants,  when  their  health  is  impaired  by  one  cause  or  another,  when 
we  see  that  soft  growth,  minus  the  vigor  and  elasticity  characteristic  of 
health,  which  only  gives  the  strength  to  resist  the  bacteria.  That  pest 
is  usually  present,  waiting  for  a  chance  to  find  some  lodgment  ;  their 
minuteness  is  our  greatest  danger  and  their  greatest  strength.  We 
mostly  find  some  sporadic  cases  in  every  establishment,  telling  us  of  their 
presence,  and  when  these  warnings  are  neglected  they  may  become  epi- 
demic. 
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It   is  easily   conjectured  what  remedies  will  be  the  most  effectual. 
Here  the  adage,  "  One  ounce  of  prevention  is  worth  more  than  a  pound 
of  cure,"  is  fully  verilied.     If  we  follow  the  laws  of  nature  and  see  to 
the  wants  of  the  plants,  as  suitable  location,  careful  planting,  abundance 
of  fresh  air,  light,  temperature,  moisture,  not  to  forget  nourishment,  suf- 
ficient room  for  the  individual  plant,  proper  support  and  cleanliness,  the 
result  cannot  be  otherwise  than  health.     In  complying  with  all  their 
wants   we  must  not   forget  that  rules   have  exceptions,  the   measures 
adopted  should  be  defined  by  the  circumstances,  or  in  other  words,  we 
must  use  our  common  sense,  have  our  eyes  open,  reason  what  will  be 
best,  and  results  cannot  be  but  favorable,  and  bacteria  not  to  be  feared. 
The  other  disease  mentioned,  the  rust,  I  consider  more  dangerous. 
Rust  is  a  fungus  and  multiplies  by  spores  or  seed,  very  small,  and  in  its 
dust-like  form  is  easily  carried  distances  in  the  air.     Where  it  lodges  and 
finds  a  place  congenial  and  circumstances  favorable  it  will  sprout  and 
grow.     The  growth  is  made  inside  the  leaf  or  stem  under  the  epidermis, 
and  only  breaks  through  the  same  when  the  spores  have  ripened,  to  be 
scattered  to  the  four  winds.     Dr.  Arthur,  of  Purdue  University  and  the 
Indiana  Experimental  Station,  who  was  the  first  to  examine  this  disease, 
tells  us  that  rust  produces  two  kinds  of  spores,  one  kind  that  will  grow 
immediately  after  distribution  and   another  that  will  lie   dormant  for 
months,  providing  for  the  rest  of  all  growth  during  winter.     This  may 
explain  rust  breaking  out  anew,  after  seemingly  being  conquered.     One 
other  feature  is  that  it  thrives  best  on  that  part  of  the  plant  where 
moisture  is  retained  the  longest,  that  is,  on  the  lower  part,  and  will  only 
reach  higher  up  when  no  remedies  are  used,  or  not  sufficiently.     We 
often  see  a  bench  of  strong,  healthy  looking  plants  apparently  free  from 
rust ,  but  on  closer  examination  we  find  on  the  lower  part  the  rust  fully  devel- 
oped, without  giving  much  check  to  them.   From  this  we  must  infer  that 
a  healthy  plant  cannot  resist  the  rust  as  it  can  the  bacteria.     But  it  tells 
us  too  that  when  we  take  proper  measures  to  promote  the  growth  of  the 
plant,  and  the  reverse  for  the  rust  the  same  can  be  held  in  check  very 
closely.     Again  the  rust  only  exists  where  it  has  been  carried  by  the 
wind,  or  purchased  with  infested  plants.     If  carried  once  into  a  locality 
where  many  carnations  are  grown  the  wind  will  do  the  rest.     This  is 
proven  in  establishments  isolated,  where  care  is  taken  in  their  purchases. 
The  most  dangerous  part  is  the  pertinacity  with  which  it  sticks  to  a  place 
when  once  infested.     The  millions  of  spores  scatter  and  mix  with  the 
soil,  the  same  as  the  seeds  of  the  portulacca  ;  every  handful  of  ground 
exposed  to  the  air  may  contain  a  few  seeds  ready  to  take  a  new  start. 

At  any  rate  every  grower  who  is  annoyed  with  this  pest  can  by  care- 
ful cultivation,  careful  selecting  of  stock,  and  careful  applying  of  reme- 
dies, do  much  to  bring  it  down  to  a  minimum.  Eradication  can  only  be 
effected  by  a  concerted  action,  and  much  can  be  done  to  gain  that  end. 
If  one  keeps  his  land  clean  of  weeds  while  his  neighbor  lets  them  grow 
and  seed  the  former  will  diminish  the  evil,  but  cannot  eradicate  it. 
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One  other  question  running  high  in  the  mind  of  the  carnation 
grower,  and  one  that  is  not  clearly  defined  yet,  is  the  introduction  of  new 
varieties  and  the  separation  of  the  chaff  from  the  grain.  The  new  era 
of  the  rose  received  its  impetus  from  the  growers  of  France  and  England 
in  improving  the  then  existing  varieties  by  hybridizing  and  crossing,  pro- 
ducing new  varieties  of  great  merit.  The  enthusiasm  found  a  strong 
echo  in  this  country.  The  new  varieties  were  largely  imported  and  their 
merits  fully  appreciated,  and  up  to  this  time  the  introduction  of  new 
varieties  is  a  strong  factor  in  keeping  up  the  enthusiasm.  The  chrysan- 
themum was  dragged  from  its  insignificance  and  the  modern  varieties  can 
hardly  be  recognized  as  the  decendants  of  those  in  cultivation  twenty 
years  ago.  Our  carnation  follows  in  their  wake,  and  bids  fair  to  exceed 
them  all.  True,  with  the  advent  of  new  varieties  the  cultural  improve- 
ments went  hand  in  hand,  but  the  motive  power  to  keep  this  ball  in 
motion,  is  and  will  be  the  introduction  of  new  varieties.  This  fact  can- 
not be  disputed.  We  would  in  all  probability  grow  just  as  many  Mowers, 
without  any  new  varieties,  but  we  would  grow  them  the  same  as  the 
farmer  does  his  wheat  and  corn.  Our  enthusiasm,  our  ardor,  would  be 
dampened,  progress  delayed,  and  our  calling  largely  dismantled  of  the 
poetry  and  art  which  characterizes  our  work  and  elevates  our  being. 

Now  the  cry  is  raised  that  there  are  too  man}r  new  varieties  sent  out 
every  year,  too  many  that  are  worthless  and  make  an  expense  to  the* 
purchaser,  of  money  and  labor  with  no  return  but  disappointment,  and  I 
am  sorry  to  admit  that  it  is  true  to  a  large  extent.  But  it  is  true  also  that 
our  judgment  is  sometimes  too  rash,  too  conclusive,  and  not  always 
given  with  impartiality.  The  influence  of  locality,  mode  of  culture,  and 
careful  culture  is  of  great  weight  and  deserves  more  consideration. 

What  can  be  done  to  better  carnation  culture  in  the  whole  radius  of 
their  cultivation  ?  As  commerce  is  the  only  available  channel  for  intro- 
duction we  must  treat  this  matter  in  a  straight  business  way  and  look  at 
it  in  that  light.  There  is  no  patent  on  growing  new  varieties,  and  we 
would  feel  sorry  if  there  could  be.  What  proves  profitable  to  one  will 
be  followed  by  many,  and  the  output,  good  and  poor,  is  thrown  on  the 
market.  After  a  lapse  of  time  sufficient  for  a  trial  the  good  will  survive, 
the  poor  will  go  under.     Competition  will  prevail. 

Our  Carnation  Society,  comprising  a  small  number  among  the  car- 
nation growers  of  the  country,  has  done  a  great  deal  for  the  advance- 
ment of  the  divine  flower.  Their  influence  has  been  felt,  and  is  far- 
reaching.  Their  exhibitions  have  been  a  success,  and  are  to  a  large 
extent  the  place  to  separate  the  chaff  from  the  grain.  Their  example 
deserves  imitation.  But  with  all  our  achievements,  the  measures  taken 
in  regard  to  the  introduction  of  new  varieties  are  inadequate,  for  we  can 
only  recommend,  not  enforce;  we  dare  not  censure  our  free  institution  of 
commerce,  and  in  a  trade  carried  ou  over  the  whole  length  and  breadth 
of  the  country  we  must  expect  to  come  in  contact  with  evils  in  human 
nature. 
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Again,  I  do  not  believe  that  there  has  been  one  variety  sent  out  with 
dishonorable  motives.  Every  grower  thinks  of  having  the  best,  many 
times  being  only  too  much  impressed  with  this  idea,  and  will  fall  short  of 
the  advance  standard  of  excellence,  or  produce  a  variety  only  of  value  in 
some  localities.  ~No  originator  of  a  new  variety  can  be  sure  of  success. 
On  the  other  hand,  the  purchaser  knows  that  he  is  buying  a  new  unes- 
tablished  article,  mostly  on  the  strength  of  the  originator's  advertise- 
ments or  published  reports  of  persons  who  have  seen,  or  may  have  given 
it  a  trial,  or  on  the  strength  of  his  personal  examination.  He  has  no 
further  assurance,  his  policy  is  and  should  be  to  try  for  himself.  And 
no  progressive  go-ahead  florist  who  has  his  own  interest  and  the  advance- 
ment of  our  calling  at  heart,  will  begrudge  a  few  dollars  and  some  hours 
of  work,  in  trying  a  limited  number  of  plants  of  new  varieties  as  his  con- 
fidence, enthusiasm  and  pocket-book  will  permit.  The  speculator  being 
aware  of  the  same  facts,  has  in  case  of  failure  only  to  blame  himself.  I 
have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the  true  merits  of  a  variety  can  only  be 
decided  by  a  general  dissemination,  through  the  channels  of  commerce, 
and  cannot  be  effected  in  one  season  ;  it  may  take  two  or  three.  All  pre- 
liminary trials  are  inadequate,  they  will  serve  to  further  the  point  aimed 
for  and  should  be  endorsed,  but  they  can  never  be  decisive.  Let  us  impress 
on  our  mind  the  fact  that  the  introduction  of  new  varieties  is  a  promi- 
nent factor  in  the  advancement  of  the  carnation,  and  should  go  hand  in 
hand  with  the  cultural  improvement. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wm.  Nicholson,  a  vote  of  thanks  was  tendered 
to  Mr.  Dorner,  the  President  of  the  American  Carnation  Society,  for  his 
able  paper  on  carnations. 

LATEST  FACTS  AS  TO   ROSES. 

The  next  item  on  the  program  was  a  discussion,  under  the  auspices 
of  the  American  Rose  Society,  on  the  subject  "Latest  facts  as  to 
roses,"  which  was  opened  by  the  reading  of  a  paper  submitted  by  Mr. 
John  Burton, of  Philadelphia.  In  the  temporary  absence  of  Mr.  Burton, 
the  paper  was  read  by  Mr.  E.  H.  Michel  and  was  greeted  with  hearty 
applause  : — 

The  following  statement  by  Mr.  Burton  was  read  in  advance  : 
"  This  paper  was  written  by  Mr.  Isaac  Kennedy,  of  Philadelphia.  A 
few  weeks  since  I  was  asked  to  prepare  the  paper  on  this  subject  but, 
not  having  time  to  do  so,  Mr.  Kennedy,  at  my  request,  kindly  consented 
to  prepare  it  for  me." 

So  much  has  been  said  at  former  conventions  about  roses  for  winter 
forcing  that  I  thought  best  to  deviate  from  this  much  beaten  path  and 
give  a  review  of  some  of  the  latest,  and  what  I  consider  the  best  roses 
for  outdoor  planting. 
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I  trust  that  what  I  am  about  to  say  will  be  of  interest  to  the  grower, 
who  has  direct  dealings  with  the  amateur,  as  this  paper  may  in  a  measure 
assist  him  in  making  his  selection  from  varieties  lately  introduced,  as 
well  as  from  some  of  the  older  kinds.  In  reviewing  the  new  roses  for 
the  past  year  we  notice,  not  only  the  usual  long  list  of  new  roses  from 
Europe,  but  also  a  few  good  varieties  originating  in  America  and  Ireland. 
I  shall  endeavor  to  describe  a  few  of  the  very  best  of  these  varieties  ; 
kinds  that  I  would  recommend  as  being  worthy  of  a  fair  trial. 

Among  the  hybrid  perpetuals  the  two  best  varieties  of  this  year  are 
Mrs.  J.  Sharman  Crawford  and  Helen  Keller,  raised  and  introduced  by 
Alex.  Dickson  &  Sons,  Belfast,  Ireland.  Both  have  taken  the  highest 
honors  wherever  shown.  In  this  country  they  will  be  a  welcome 
addition,  from  the  fact  that  they  both  flower  as  freely  as  Mrs.  John 
Laing,  both  are  strong  growers  and  quite  hardy  and  should  prove  a 
valuable  addition  to  our  stock  of  roses  for  spring  sales.  Mrs.  J.  Sharman 
Crawford  in  color  is  a  deep  rose  pink,  the  outer  petals  tinted  with  pale 
flesh  in  quite  a  new  and  unique  shade,  distinct  from  all  other  hybrid  per- 
petuals. The  flowers  are  large  and  full.  This  is  unquestionably  a  rose 
of  great  merit. 

Helen  Keller  has  received  nine  first-class  certificates  in  England,  and 
although  it  has  not  been  tested  here  to  any  extent  it  is  well  worth 
watching.  It  is  a  free  bloomer.  Plants  will  bloom  freely  in  summer 
from  cuttings  struck  in  January.  It  is  of  a  very  vigorous  growth, 
flowers  are  large,  full  and  fragrant,  color  rosy  cerise,  resembling 
American  Beauty  somewhat.  I  recommend  these  two  varieties  because 
of  their  hardiness  and  free  flowering  qualities. 

Of  the  continental  varieties  of  ever-blooming  roses  of  last  year  I 
have  selected  the  following  as  being  the  best  adapted  to  outdoor  culture, 
although  I  cannot  vouch  for  their  entire  hardiness  : 

Hippolyte  Barreau. —  A  crimson  rose  of  striking  shape  and  contour, 
very  double  and  perfect  in  form.  The  color  lightens  somewhat  as  the 
rose  opens.  It  shows  up  well  under  artificial  light  and  is  a  very  profuse 
bloomer.     This  is  undoubtedly  one  of  the  best. 

La  Xiege. —  A  new  Bengal  rose.  This  variety  is  so  free  flowering 
that  I  think  it  will  not  only  make  a  good  garden  rose  like  Hermosa  or 
Agrippina,  but  will  be  also  valuable  for  spring  pot  culture.  The  flowers 
are  pure  white,  medium  in  size  and  very  double.  This  ought  to  be  a 
welcome  addition,  as  we  have  only  a  few  roses  of  this  class. 

Albertine  Borguet. —  For  summer  culture  I  think  this  will  be  a  good 
one.  It  is  after  the  order  of  Isabella  Sprunt  but  the  petals  are  larger  and 
of  firmer  texture.  The  color  is  a  canary  yellow  sometimes  shaded  with 
bright  green. 

Madame  Edward  Helfenbein. — What  a  name  to  give  this  lovely 
rose  !  This  is  one  of  the  best  of  the  continental  varieties.  It  is  a  good 
vigorous  grower.  The  color  is  a  chamois,  apricot  yellow,  shaded  with 
carmine  rose. 
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Among  the  polyantha  roses  introduced  last  year  is  an  American 
variety  called  "  Pink  Soupert."  It  is  claimed  to  be  as  hardy  and  as  free 
flowering  as  Clothilde  Soupert.  While  the  flowers  are  not  as  large  as  the 
last  mentioned  variety  the  color  is  distinct  and  is  a  break  in  the  right 
direction,  as  we  cannot  have  too  many  sports  or  seedlings  from  this  grand 
rose. 

In  the  list  of  climbing  roses  I  will  have  to  put  Crimson  Rambler  in 
the  front  rank.  No  climbing  rose  ever  introduced  has  attained  such 
widespread  popularity  in  so  short  a  time.  Although  it  was  introduced 
this  year,  over  100,000  plants  have  already  been  sold.  To  my  mind,  the 
strongest  point  in  its  favor  is  its  hardiness.  A  prominent  rose  grower  in 
Philadelphia,  in  the  spring  of  1894,  set  out  two  strong  plants  in  his  trial 
ground  ;  by  fall  they  had  attained  a  growth  of  six  feet.  They  were  left 
unprotected  during  the  winter  and  in  the  spring  he  pegged  down  one  of 
the  stems  to  the  ground.  It  broke  from  every  eye,  and  in  June  he 
counted  on  that  one  stem  320  buds  and  blossoms.  I  regret  to  say  that  it 
is  not  an  ever-bloomer. 

I  may  also  mention  here  that  there  are  two  climbers  of  American 
origin  to  be  introduced  next  year.  Climbing  Meteor  and  Climbing 
Wootton.  If  they  prove  to  be  hardy  and  of  good  vigorous  growth  and 
free  flowering  qualities  they  will  indeed  be  a  valuable  addition  to  our 
short  list  of  ever-blooming  climbing  roses. 

Before  completing  this  list  I  must  say  a  good  word  for  two  or  three 
of  the  older  varieties  that  are  first-class  either  as  pot  plants  for  spring 
sale  or  plants  for  the  open  ground. 

Maman  Cochet. —  Although  this  rose  was  winter-killed  in  France 
when  first  introduced  I  have  found  within  the  past  year  that  it  is  one  of 
the  hardiest  of  the  teas.  Planted  in  a  bed  with  slight  protection  every 
plant  survived  the  winter.  In  the  field,  protected  only  by  a  furrow  of 
soil  thrown  up  against  the  roots,  seventy-five  per  cent,  survived.  It  will 
be  especially  valuable  to  the  amateur  for  cut-flowers  during  August  and 
September.  The  color  is  a  silvery  rose  pink.  The  open  flower  is  very 
double  and  as  large  as  a  Mermet.  This  I  consider  one  of  the  finest  ever- 
blooming  roses  extant. 

Another  good  one  for  pot  culture  is  Clothilde  Soupert.  Although  this 
is  a  comparatively  old  rose  the  demand  for  it  is  constantly  increasing,  for 
every  amateur  having  a  garden  will  want  it.  It  is  safe  to  say  that  over 
500,000  of  this  rose  are  distributed  annually. 

To  my  mind  the  best  ever-blooming  white  rose  in  cultivation  for  out- 
door planting  is  Kaiserin  Augusta  Victoria;  it  is  unquestionably  a  grand 
rose  for  that  purpose.  Fully  sixty  per  cent,  of  one  year  old  plants  sur- 
vived, unprotected,  the  severe  frosts  of  last  winter,  with  the  thermometer 
five  degrees  below  zero  at  Philadelphia. 

There  is  one  thing  we  want  to  bear  constantly  in  mind,  and  that  is 
the  fact  that  the  amateur  American  rose  loving  public  want  roses  that 
will  produce  good  flowers  all  summer  and  at  the  same  time  stand  our 
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winters  without  protection.  In  hybrid  teas  we  have  found  a  type  of  rose 
that  in  great  measure  meets  with  these  requirements.  The  following  are 
a  few  of  the  best  —  all  splendid  varieties:  Meteor,  La  France,  Mme. 
Caroline  Testout,  Mme.  Sch waller,  Souv.  de  Wootton,  Triumph  de  Pernet 
and  Augustine  Guinnoiseau.  The  above  will  be  found  a  good  list  for 
outdoor  planting. 

We  should  encourage  the  raising  of  ever-blooming  hybrids  and  hardy 
ever-blooming  teas.  And  there  is  no  reason  why  we  cannot  hybridize 
and  raise  this  class  of  roses  in  America  instead  of  depending  upon 
Europe  for  our  supply.  We  stand  upon  an  equal  footing  with  our 
European  brethren,  our  chances  for  the  production  and  introduction  of 
first-class  roses  are  just  as  great  as  theirs,  but  there  is  one  essential 
feature  that  they  possess  aud  we  lack,  that  is  patience.  When  we 
acquire  that  virtue  our  success  is  assured.  A  prominent  rose  grower 
once  remarked  to  me  that  life  was  too  short  to  bother  with  hybridizing. 
Which  remark  makes  the  reason  more  urgent  why  we  should  do  all 
in  our  power  to  advance  this  branch  of  horticulture.  The  saving  clause 
in  American  productions  is  the  fact  that,  as  a  rule,  they  are  first-class 
varieties.  We  wish  we  could  say  the  same  thing  of  France.  Let  us  hope 
that  the  day  is  not  far  distant  when  the  American  rose  growers  will  stand 
head  and  shoulders  above  our  European  brothers  as  producers  of  the 
finest  varieties  of  roses. 

Of  the  American  introductions  this  year  the  most  popular  are  Mrs. 
J.Pierpont  Morgan  and  Belle  Siebrecht.  Mrs.  J.Pierpont  Morgan  is  a  sport 
from  the  well  known  Madame  Cusin.  It  is  a  stronger  grower  and  the 
flowers  are  much  larger  and  darker  in  color.  It  was  disseminated  by 
John  N.  May,  Summit,  New  Jersey.  Belle  Siebrecht  is  a  seedling,  a 
cross  between  La  France  and  Lady  Mary  Fitzwilliam,  raised  by  Alex. 
Dickson  &  Sons,  Belfast,  Ireland,  and  disseminated  by  Siebrecht  & 
Wadley,  New  Rochelle,  N.  Y.  The  flowers  are  of  a  beautiful  shade  of 
pink  and  the  buds  long  and  pointed.  These  roses  are  being  largely  tested 
this  year  for  winter  forcing,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  they  will  stand  the  test. 
Both  are  of  a  splendid  color  and  a  step  in  the  right  direction.  Locality, 
soil  and  treatment  have  so  much  to  do  with  the  success  of  any  new  rose 
that  one  year's  test  is  hardly  sufficient  to  decide  if  it  will  pay  for  general 
forcing.  We  should  not  be  too  hasty  about  rendering  a  verdict,  as  we 
may  fail  with  a  new  variety  the  first  year,  and  be  successful  with  the 
same  variety  the  following  year.  Do  not  pronounce  it  as  being 
"  no  good,"  only  tit  for  the  rubbish  heap,  until  you  have  given  it  a  fair 
and  square  trial,  which  to  my  mind  cannot  be  given  with  any  degree  of 
fairness  the  first  year. 

H-aving  broached  the  subject  of  winter  forcing  roses,  I  will  mention 
an  important  fact  ;  that  is,  the  increasing  demand  for  large  flowers  with 
long  stems,  such  as  the  American  Beauty,  American  Belle,  Madame 
Caroline  Testout,  Bride,  Bridesmaid  and  Meteor.  While  the  latter  is  not 
an    extra  large  flower,  yet  it  is  the  best  red  rose  we  have  for  winter 
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forcing.  On  the  other  hand,  the  demand  for  tlowers  of  the  hybrid  per- 
petual class,  Bruuuer,  Laiug,  Baroness  Rothschild  and  others,  seems  to 
be  on  the  decline.  This  is  especially  noticeable  in  Boston,  New  York  and 
Philadelphia. 

Before  concluding  this  essay  I  would  impress  upon  you  the  fact  that 
most  varieties  of  tea  or  ever-blooming  roses  can  be  grown  more  profit- 
ably indoors  in  summer  than  outdoors.  How  often  do  we  see  the  green- 
houses of  the  market  gardener  empty  in  summer,  when  they  could  be 
used  advantageously  for  the  culture  of  tea  or  hybrid  tea  roses  for  the 
following  spring  sales  !  It  is  not  necessary  to  have  an  ideal  house  for  the 
growing  of  roses  under  glass  in  the  summer.  All  that  is  required  is 
plenty  of  light  and  air  and  fairly  good  treatment  to  produce  fine,  strong 
plants  by  the  first  of  October.  As  a  rule  the  market  gardener  considers 
his  season  for  the  sale  of  pot  plants  over  by  the  last  week  in  May.  The 
result  is  he  invariably  has  a  number  of  his  greenhouses  with  nothing  but 
empty  pots  and  dried  out  coal  ashes  for  the  balance  of  the  summer. 
"Would  it  not  be  a  better  plan  to  scrape  the  ashes  off  those  benches,  give 
them  a  good  coat  of  lime,  put  in  three  or  four  inches  of  soil  and  plant 
with  ever-blooming  roses  ?  Plants  from  two  and  a  half  or  three-inch  pots 
(provided  they  are  healthy)  will  be  large  enough.  They  can  be  set  out 
ten  to  twelve  inches  each  way  according  to  variety.  Keep  them  tied  up 
neatly  to  stakes,  and  it  is  a  good  plan  to  keep  all  the  buds  pinched  off  for 
the  first  six  weeks,  after  which  they  can  be  used  for  summer  cutting. 
By  fall  the  plants  will,  with  proper  care,  be  of  a  suitable  size  for  six  or 
seven-inch  pots.  They  can  then  be  lifted  and  potted  to  make  room  for 
carnations  or  whatever  the  grower  may  desire  to  utilize  the  space  for. 
To  prepare  the  roses  for  potting  you  gradually  ripen  the  wood  before 
lifting.  This  can  be  accomplished  by  withholding  the  water  for  three  or 
four  weeks,  but  care  must  be  taken  to  prevent  the  wood  from  shriveling. 
After  potting  them  give  them  a  good  watering,  keep  them  shaded  for 
three  or  four  days  during  the  hottest  part  of  the  day  until  they  get  estab- 
lished. You  may  then  place  them  in  a  frame  outdoors,  where  with 
slight  protection  they  can  remain  all  winter.  This,  understand,  applies 
only  to  the  hardiest  of  the  ever-blooming  varieties.  Hybrids,  if  so 
desired,  may  be  treated  in  like  manner. 

I  will  give  you  a  list  of  a  few  varieties  that  I  consider  good  for  this 
purpose  :  Countess  Riza  du  Pare,  Coquette  de  Lyon,  Dr.  Reymont, 
Mine.  Sch waller,  Etoile  de  Lyon,  Hermosa,  Meteor,  Mrs.  Degraw,  Marie 
Guillot,  Papa  Gontier,  Souv.  de  Wootton,  Queen's  Scarlet,  Souv.  de 
Mailmaison,  Marie  Van  Houtte,  K.  A.  Victoria  and  Mine.  Caroline 
Testout.  This  list  might  be  considerably  lengthened,  but  the  above 
mentioned  varieties  are  all  good  bloomers,  and  in  most  localities  hardy 
with  slight  protection.  You  can  propagate  in  September  from  the 
strongest  wood  your  supply  for  the  following  year.  The  cuttings  will 
root  readily  indoors  in  a  sand  bed  three  inches  deep,  partially  shaded. 
With  proper  attention  they  will  root  in  three  or  four  weeks.     They  may 
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then  be  potted  into  two  and  a  half  inch  pots  and  kept  in  a  temperature 
not  exceeding  fifty-eight  degrees  at  night  until  the  following  spring, 
when  they  may  be  shifted  into  three-inch  pots  and  kept  in  that  size 
until  planting  time  in  June. 

In  conclusion  I  would  impress  upon  you  the  importance  of  having 
outdoors  an  experimental  or  test  bed.  How  often  do  you  receive  roses 
from  Europe  and  elsewhere  with  a  glowing  description  of  their  good 
merits  ?  You  sell  those  plants  to  your  customers,  and,  alas,  how  often 
are  they  disappointed  ?  By  having  a  test  bed  and  planting  out  one  or 
two  of  each  kind  you  will  avoid  all  that  trouble,  and  prove  to  your  own 
satisfaction  which  variety  is  best  suited  to  your  locality.  And  it  will  also 
enable  your  customers  to  make  a  selection.  It  would  be  well  to  have  two 
such  beds,  planted  with  duplicates  of  the  varieties,  one  to  be  slightly 
protected  during  the  winter  and  the  other  to  be  left  unprotected. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Beatty,  a  vote  of  thanks  was  tendered  to  Mr. 
Kennedy,  and  the  Secretary  was  instructed  to  notify  that  gentleman 
accordingly. 

adjournment. 
The  hour  being  late,  the  Question  Box,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Rawson, 
was  laid  aside  until  8  o'clock  p.  M.,  to  which  time  the   Convention 
adjourned. 


THIRD  DAY— EVENING  SESSION. 

HARDY    FLOWERS   FOR   FLORISTS'    USE. 

At  the  evening  session  the  first  subject  for  consideration  was  a  paper 
on  "  Hardy  flowers  for  florists'  use,"  by  Mr.  J.  Woodward  Manning, 
of  Reading,  Mass. 

Secretary  Stewart,  by  whom  the  paper  was  read,  prefaced  it  with 
the  following  statement :  Mr.  Manning  expressed  to  me  personally  his 
regret  on  account  of  his  inability  to  attend.  He  thought  that  possibly  at 
the  last  minute  he  might  get  started  and  be  here  tonight,  but  he  has  not 
materialized,  and  agreeably  to  his  request  I  will  take  the  liberty  of  read- 
ing the  paper  of  which  he  gave  me  a  copy.  It  is  not  lengthy,  but  is  from 
a  gentleman  thoroughby  qualified  to  talk  on  the  subject. 

The  paper  was  as  follows  :  — 

To  go  deeply  into  this  subject  would  require  a  paper  too  long  for  the 
patience  of  this  audience,  so  I  have  decided  to  give  a  mere  list  of  those 
varieties  that  are  most  promising  for  the  use  of  the  florist,  either  for  cut- 
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flowers  or  for  floral  effect  in  the  garden.  The  fact  of  the  matter  is  that 
this  branch  of  floral  culture  is  altogether  too  much  neglected.  The  pos- 
sibilities in  the  use  of  hardy  flowers  by  the  florist  are  greater  than  gener- 
ally recognized.  When  one  sees  the  enormous  quantity  of  hardy  flowers 
that  are  sold  every  morning  in  Covent  Garden,  London,  at  this  time  of 
the  year,  and  the  alacrity  with  which  they  are  taken  up  by  the  flower 
venders  and  florists  of  that  city,  the  possibilities  of  the  same  branch  in 
this  country  are  at  once  quite  evident.  It  is  very  true  that  the  public  is  not 
as  well  educated  up  to  the  use  of  these  flowers  as  the  English  public 
and  the  French  public  are  at  the  present  time  ;  but  will  it  ever  become 
educated  until  some  definite  effort  is  made  to  bring  them  to  a  proper 
understanding  of  the  matter?  This  must  be  done  by  the  actual  use  of 
the  flowers  by  the  florist ;  once  used  the  people  will  appreciate  them,  a 
demand  will  increase,  and  there  will  be  no  trouble  whatever  in  disposing 
of  first-class  flowers.  The  list  that  I  quote  is  of  such  as  have  from  actual 
experience  proved  of  value  to  the  florist;  many  are  already  being  used  in 
the  country,  or  if  not  used,  are  being  looked  for  by  the  florist,  and  will 
be  used  as  soon  as  they  are  offered  at  reasonable  wholesale  rates.  Others 
that  are  not  so  well  known  in  this  country  I  have  seen  used  with  the 
greatest  success  in  European  flower  markets  ;  and  hence,  I  can  speak 
with  confidence  of  their  merit.  I  would  recommend  the  following  white 
flowers  : 

Achillea  the  Pearl,  Anemone  Japonica  var.  alba,  Anemone  Japo- 
nica  var.  Whirlwind,  Anthericum  liliastrum  var.  major,  Aquilegia  vul- 
garis var.  alba,  Arabis  albida,  Asperula  odorata,  Aster  var.  Lady 
Trevellyn,  Astilbe  Japonica,  Aster  ptarmacoides,  Astilbe  Japonica  var. 
grandiflora,  Campanula  Carpathica  var.  alba,  Campanula  macrantha 
var.  alba  plena,  Campanula  persiceefolia  alba,  Catananche  coerulea  var. 
bicolor,  Centaurea  montana  var.  alba,  Clematis  recta,  Delphinium 
Chinensis  var.  alba,  Dianthus  plumarius  var.  alba,  Eupatorium  ar^era- 
toides,  Funkia  grandiflora,  Euphorbia  corollata,  Gypsophilla  Stevenii, 
Gypsophilla  paniculata,  Gypsophilla  repens,  Iberis  sempervirens,  Iberis 
corrsefolia,  Iris  Florentina,  Lathyrus  latifolius,  Lychnis  vespertina 
var.  fl.  pi.,  Malva  moschata  var.  alba,  Papaver  alpinum  Spiraea  aruncus, 
Spirrea  astilboides,  Spirsea  Ulmaria  var.  fl.  pi.,  Phlox  jSTelsonii,  Phlox  Inde- 
pendence, Platycodon  grandiflora  var.  alba,  Pyrethrum  Mont  Blanc  or 
Snowball  or  Aphrodite,  Pyrethrum  uliginosum,  Veronica  spicata  var. 
alba. 

For  a  special  selection  of  the  best  six,  I  would  recommend  the 
following  : 

Achillea  the  Pearl,  Centaurea  montana  alba,  Euphorbia  corollata, 
Lathyrus  latifolius,  Pyrethrum  uliginosum,  Lychnis  vespertina  fl.  pi. 

Hardy  flowers  are  particularly  rich  in  those  of  yellow  colors,  and  these 
that  are  mentioned  in  many  cases  are  already  well  known  to  the  florists' 
trade  and  need  no  recommendation.  The  others  can  be  equally  as  well 
recommended  and  are  well  worthy  of  extended  use: 
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Achillea  flllipendula,  Alstromeria  aurantiaca,  Alyssum  saxatile, 
Anthemis  tinctoria,  Aquilegia  chrysautha,  Bupthalmium  salicifolium, 
Chrysanthemum  var.  Golden  Fleece,  Coreopsis  grandiflora,  Coreopsis 
lanceolata,  Doronicum  Caucassicum,  Doronicum  Clusi,  Doronicum  plan- 
tagineum  var.  excelsum,  Gaillardias  in  variety,  Helenium  autumnale, 
Helenium  Hoopesii,  Helianthus  lsetiflorus,  Helianthus  decapitalus,  Heli- 
anthus  Maximilliana,  Helianthus  multiflora  var.  fl.  pi.,  Heliopsis  lrevis 
and  variety,  Hemerocallis  flava,  Hemerocallis  minor,  Hemerocallis 
Thunbergii,  Hemorocallis  Demortierii,  (Ethothera  fruticosa  major, 
Potentillas  in  varieties,  Rudbeckia  speciosa,  Rudbeekia  sub-tomentosa, 
Trollins  Europeus. 

Of  these  the  six  that  I  can  recommend  would  be  as  follows  : 

Bupthalmium  salicifolium,  Coreopsis  lanceolata,  Doronicum  plan- 
tagineum  var.  excelsum,  Helenium  Hoopesii,  Heliauthis  muliflorus  fl. 
pi.,  Hemerocallis  Thunbergii. 

It  is  in  the  use  of  blue  flowers,  perhaps,  that  the  florist  can  get  the 
greatest  value  from  hardy  plants.  It  is  well  known  that  it  is  a  hard  color 
to  obtain  during  most  seasons  of  the  year,  and  for  that  reason  it  is  par- 
ticularly valuable  to  have  a  source  from  which  to  draw  through  the  long 
summer  months  when  an  abundance  of  other  colors  can  perhaps  be  more 
easily  obtained.     I  can  recommend  the  following  : 

Aconitum  autumnale,  Ajuga  Genevensis,  Aquilegia  in  variety, 
Aster  grandiflorus,  Aster  Chapmanii,  Aster  longiflora  var.  formosa, 
Campanula  Carpathica,  Campanula  macrantha,  Campanula  Van  Houteii, 
Delphinium  formosum,  Delphinium  Chinensis  in  variety,  Iris  atrovio- 
lacea,  Iris  Edina,  Iris  Imogene  Ware,  Iris  L'Avenir,  Iris  cristata, 
Iris  verna  and  pumilla  and  its  var.,  Linum  perenne,  Myosotis  palus- 
tris  var.  semperflorens,  Platycodon  grandiflora,  Platycodon  Mariesii, 
Plumbago  Larpentae,  Polemonium  Richardsonii,  Polemonium  reptans, 
Scabiosa  Caucasica,  Statice  Gmelini,  Statice  latifolia,  Statice  Besser- 
iana,  Stockesia  cyanea,  Veronica  amethystina,  Veronica  incana,  Ver- 
onica longifolia  var.  subsessilis. 

Of  these  the  best  six  I  would  recommend  as  follows  : 

Campanula  Carpathica,  Delphinium  Chinensis,  Platycodon  grandi- 
flora, Scabiosa  Caucasica,  Veronica  amethystina,  Veronica  longifolia 
subsessilis. 

In  pink,  red  and  scarlet  colors  there  is  also  a  great  variety  of  hardy 
flowers  to  select  from,  and  among  these  there  are  many  that  are  well 
known,  while  some  are  new  and  unique  and  have  a  great  future  at  hand. 
I  would  mention  the  following  general  list : 

Anemone  Japonica,  Armeria  formosa,  Aster  Nova?  Angliaj  var. 
rosea,  Astilbe  Chinensis,  Boltouia  latisquama,  Centaurea  decliuata, 
Coronilla  varia.,  Dianthus  in  variety,  Dicentra  eximia,  Epimedium 
alpinum,  Heuchera  sanguinea,  Lathyrus  latifolius,  Lychnis  chalce- 
donica,  Lychnis  diurna  var.  fl.  pi.,  Lychnis  viscaria  var.  fl.  pi.,  Lychnis 
flos  cuculi  plenissima,  Lychnis  Haageana,  Lythrum  salicaria  var.  super- 
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hum.  Malva  alcea,  Malva  moschata,  Pseonies  iu  variety,  Oriental  pop- 
pies iu  small  flowered  forms,  Phlox  Le  Soleil,  Phlox  coccinea,  Phlox 
Lothair,  Potentilla  hybrida,  Pyre  thrum  hybridum  in  var.,  Sedum  spec- 
tabile,  Silene  Virginica,  Thalictrum  aquilifolium. 

Perhaps  the  following  six  can  be  recommended  as  highly  as  any  of 
the  above  : 

Centaurea  declinata,  Heuchera  sanguinea,  Malva  alcea,  Hybrid 
Pyrethrums,  Lychnis  flos  cuculi  plenissima,  Silene  Virginica. 

The  above  one  hundred  or  more  plauts  are  selected  from  a  list  of 
over  1,300  varieties  of  hardy  herbaceous  perennials  that  I  cultivate  and 
with  which  I  have  an  intimate  knowledge.  Many  others  could  be  recom- 
mended, but  perhaps  none  over  those  already  noted. 

The  President  invited  discussion  of  the  subject  but  no  response 
was  made. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  P.  O'Mara,  the  thanks  of  the  Society  were  voted 
to  Mr.  Manning  for  his  excellent  paper,  and  an  entry  of  the  fact  was 
ordered  to  be  made  on  the  minutes. 

THE  SOCIETY'S  INTEREST  IN  POPULAR  HORTICULTURAL  ADVANCEMENT. 

The  paper  on  this  subject  was  the  last  of  the  series  provided  for  on 
the  program.  It  was  read  by  its  author,  Prof.  J.  F.  Co  well,  of  Buffalo, 
N.  Y.,  who  was  heartily  applauded  when  he  appeared  on  the  platform. 
He  said  :  I  had  supposed  the  discussion  of  Mr.  Manning's  paper  would 
occupy  considerable  time,  and  with  that  expectation  I  made  my  own 
paper  quite  brief. 

The  paper  was  as  follows  : — 

About  a  month  ago  I  spent  a  day  here  in  Pittsburgh  looking  over 
the  park  system.  Through  the  kindness  of  Superintendent  Bennett, 
who  acted  as  my  "  guide,  philosopher  and  friend,"  I  visited  the  public 
parks  and  drove  through  some  of  the  beautiful  residence  streets,  and  saw 
with  what  open-handed  liberality  the  enlightened  public  spirit  of  the 
people  was  providing  for  the  horticultural  embellishment  of  their  city 
and  their  homes.  Not  only  has  the  municipality  been  generous  in  its 
treatment  of  horticultural  interests,  but  individuals  have  come  forward 
with  princely  gifts  or  have  devoted  their  energies  to  the  building  up  of  a 
system  of  beautiful  recreation  grounds  for  the  benefit  of  their  fellow 
citizens.  And  I  pondered  as  to  the  means  employed  to  bring  about  this 
admirable  condition  ;  what  initial  forces  were  employed  to  induce  the 
donors  to  give  and  the  recipients  to  appreciate.  If  I  could  answer  these 
questions  I  think  I  should  be  able  to  say  "  What  action  should  this 
Society  take  to  broaden  the  horticultural  spirit  among  the  people  ?  "  for 
the  people  of  Pittsburgh  are  probably  influenced  by  the  same  reasons  and 
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swayed  by  the  same  motives  as  are  the  citizens  of  other  municipalities. 
Surrounded  as  they  are  by  natural  scenery  in  grandeur  not  surpassed  by 
any  city  on  this  continent,  it  is  indeed  possible  that  their  education  in 
and  appreciation  of  the  beautiful  in  nature  has  been  life-long  and  cumu- 
lative from  generation  to  generation. 

Horticulture  is  an  art  as  old  as  written  history  and  is  always  the 
accompaniment  of  higher  civilization.  It  is  in  a  certain  sense  the 
daughter  of  agriculture,  for  in  the  evolution  of  civilization  and  culture  it 
is  the  utilitarian  that  stands  at  the  base  of  the  structure  ;  in  every  case  it 
is  our  necessities  which  are  first  attended  to.  As  our  grosser  wants  are 
supplied  there  arise  new  necessities  which  must  be  satisfied,  and  the  lux- 
uries of  a  century  ago  are  among  the  necessities  of  today.  There  is  a 
beauty  in  a  field  of  corn,  and  the  farmer  feels  more  than  the  mere  com- 
mercial satisfaction  as  he  contemplates  the  ripening  grain.  But  this 
beauty  is  of  an  archiac  kind  and  belongs  to  primitive  civilization.  It  is 
too  bold  and  at  the  same  time  too  monotonous;  it  lacks  variety  and  relief. 
As  a  race  becomes  educated  and  refined  their  taste  demands  that  the  use- 
ful shall  be  ornamental  as  well.  As  a  mere  shelter  will  no  longer  serve 
in  architecture,  so  the  bare  earth  no  longer  answers  for  surroundings. 
Each  succeeding  generation  surpasses  its  predecessors  in  this  ornamenta- 
tion, and  it  is  probable  that  the  general  love  for  horticulture  was  never 
so  great  as  it  is  today.  Xor  are  these  gardens  that  we  are  making  mere 
playthings.  The  interest  that  far-seeiDg  men  are  taking  in  ornamental 
horticulture  is  based  on  something  more  than  aesthetic  effect.  Com- 
munities and  individuals  are  awakening  to  the  fact  that  there  is  a  decided 
utilitarian  value  in  this  work  that  may,  if  necessary,  be  computed  on  a 
cash  basis.  The  physician  sees  in  this  work  a  panacea  for  the  irritated 
nerves  so  common  in  our  age  of  work  and  worry.  The  social  economist 
understands  and  appreciates  it  as  a  factor  in  raising  the  moral  status  of 
society.  But  I  need  not  dwell  on  these  "  glittering  generalities."  You 
are  all  familiar  with  the  reasoning.  I  merely  mention  them  because  they 
indicate  some  of  the  lines  upon  which  this  Society  can  carry  on  its 
educational  work.  _N"o  intermittent  work  will  answer  our  purpose,  but 
it  must  be  regular  and  insistent.     Precept  and   example   repeated  and 

repeated  again. 

This  Society  has  already  accomplished  much  for  the  advancement  of 
horticulture,  not  only  with  the  trade,  but  with  the  people  also.  The 
announcement  that  this  Society  is  to  meet  in  a  city  for  its  annual  con- 
vention acts  as  a  stimulus  to  horticultural  embellishment,  which  is  seen 
in  both  public  and  private  grounds,  and,  as  a  society  perhaps  one  of  our 
"Teatest  opportunities  for  teaching  occurs  upon  these  occasions,  in  the 
effect  which  we  produce  upon  the  communities,  whose  guests  for  the  time 
being  we  are.  And  it  behooves  us  to  make  these  meetings  memorable 
occasions.  In  order  to  do  this,  we  must  make  our  meetings  both 
attractive  and  instructive  to  laymen.  Not  only  is  this  for  our  own 
advantage,  but  it  is  a  duty  we  owe  to  the  municipalities  who  become  our 
hosts  and  entertainers. 
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We  have  all  noticed  the  interest  which  our  visitors  take  in  our 
exhibitions,  which  are  possibly  the  only  ones  that  this  Society  can  profit- 
ably undertake,  and  1  think  these  exhibitions  should  be  increased  in 
extent  and  every  effort  made  to  raise  the  standard  of  the  exhibits  and 
increase  their  educational  value.  "We  do  not  want  pyrotechnics,  but 
object  lessons,  that  will  be  understood  and  appreciated  by  every  visitor. 
These  exhibitions  should  not  be  merely  for  the  trade.  We  invite  the 
public  to  view  them,  and  we  should  see  to  it  that  sufficient  information  is 
given  to  render  the  lessons  plaiu. 

In  connection  with  this  discussion  of  our  meetings,  and  as  apropos 
to  the  subject  under  consideration,  it  may  be  well  for  us  to  reflect  on  the 
impression  that  our  couduct  as  a  body  and  as  individuals  creates  in  the 
minds  of  the  community  of  which,  for  the  time  being,  we  form  a  part. 
To  some  extent  the  advancement  of  horticulture  is  influenced  by  the 
attitude  and  behavior  of  its  professional  disciples.  Our  conduct  at  our 
meetings  should  impress  the  public  with  the  dignity  and  nobility  of  our 
avocation.  We  should  be  careful  to  so  conduct  ourselves  at  these 
gatherings  that  people  will  realize  the  ordinary  and  usual  modest  and 
earnest  current  of  our  lives,  and  not  be  misled  by  any  boisterous  demon- 
stration in  our  hours  of  extraordinary  relaxation. 

Our  Society  is  of  necessity  too  unwieldy  to  carry  out  much  of  the 
detail  work  in  educating  the  people  at  large,  but  it  must  continue  to 
stand  as  the  great  national  encourager  of  horticultural  pursuits.  It  is  the 
parent  of  the  florists'  clubs,  and  it  can  bring  its  influence  to  bear  through 
them  also.  It  can  strengthen  the  hands  of  the  experiment  stations,  and 
work  in  sympathy  with  them.  It  can  encourage  and  assist  the  park 
makers  in  their  efforts  to  beautify  our  cities  and  villages.  It  can  foster 
in  many  ways  the  institutions  devoted  to  the  dissemination  of  botanical 
knowledge  and  scientific  research.  And  if  it  cannot  found  a  school 
under  its  own  direction,  it  can  at  least  be  a  foster  alma  mater  to  others, 
and  a  veritable  guardian  augel  to  all  earnest  teachers  and  investigators  in 
the  horticultural  world. 

During  the  last  ten  years  I  have  been  brought  in  close  connection 
with  the  public  schools  of  our  country,  and  while  I  have  not  been 
engaged  directly  in  the  teaching  of  science  to  little  children,  yet  I  have 
had  considerable  supervisory  work  over  such  teachers,  and  have  been  in 
a  position  to  watch  from  the  beginning  the  efforts  to  establish  "  nature 
study"  as  a  part  of  our  public  school  curriculum.  This  teaching  which 
was  taken  up  but  a  few  years  ago  in  our  educational  centers  is  spreading 
rapidly,  and  one  can  see  already  some  of  the  results.  Not  only  have  the 
children  a  better  understanding  of  nature  and  her  products,  but  by  the 
methods  employed  in  teaching  they  come  to  love  the  plants  which  they 
care  for  and  to  appreciate  in  some  degree  their  value,  the  laws  which 
govern  their  growth  and  the  loss  entailed  by  their  destruction.  Now  I 
believe  that  when  these  children  come  to  be  men  and  women  we  shall  see 
flower  lovers  more  abundant  and  garden   makers  more   skilful  than  is 
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generally  the  case  now.  How  far  this  Society  can  directly  assist  in  this 
excellent  work  I  do  not  know,  but  I  doubt  not  that  we  can  devise  some 
method  by  which  our  power  can  be  applied  in  this  direction.  But  per- 
haps after  all  this  Society  can  wield  its  greatest  influence  for  the  broad- 
ening of  the  popular  love  for  horticultural  pursuits  through  its  members 
individually.  These  units  of  our  association  are  scattered  abroad  over 
the  land,  and  their  influence  because  they  are  close  to  the  people  and  in 
touch  with  all  the  local  aspirations  and  activities,  may  be  the  principal 
force  to  rely  upon.  They  are,  in  many  instances,  I  am  glad  to  say,  men 
of  substance  and  influence.  They  are,  in  many  cases,  members  of  local 
improvement  societies  or  trustees  of  schools,  and  thus  are  in  position  to 
exert  great  influence  in  fostering  and  increasing  the  knowledge  of  and 
love  for  our  peaceful  pursuits.  And  there  is  not  one  member  of  this 
Society  who  cannot  render  yeoman  service  in  the  cause.  They  can  assist 
if  they  will  in  all  the  directions  that  I  have  indicated,  and  their  united  work 
would  be  irresistible. 

So  long  as  the  Society  maintains  its  present  organization  it  seems  to 
me  that  it  could  accomplish  more  good  in  some  directions  by  breaking 
away  from  some  of  its  present  customs.  I  refer  to  its  system  of  awarding 
its  meeting-place  to  the  highest  bidder.  Would  it  not  be  better  to  call 
our  conventions  at  some  desirable  point,  regardless  of  any  local  assistance. 
I  believe  this  would  tend  to  dignify  the  Society  and  relieve  local  members 
from  a  burden  that  is  getting  to  be  onerous.  At  present,  our  meetings 
are  only  held  in  cities  where  the  number  of  florists  is  large,  and  horticul- 
tural interests  very  active.  The  list  of  such  cities  is  small,  and  in  some 
cases  our  visits  have  already  been  repeated.  There  are  plenty  of  cases 
where  it  might  be  desirable  for  our  Society  to  meet,  where  the  local 
membership  is  too  small  to  furnish  the  elaborate  entertainment  that  we 
are  accustoming  ourselves  to  —  places  where  a  meeting  would  tend  to 
quicken  horticultural  taste  and  practice,  and  increase  the  efficiency  and 
self-respect  of  our  Society.  While  it  is  true  that  the  practice  of  meeting 
at  horticultural  centers  offers  some  advantages  for  the  education  of  our 
members  in  certain  directions,  yet  I  think  it  is  time  that  we  did  a  little 
missionary  work  in  places  where  the  horticultural  spirit  needs  encourage- 
ment. 

The  President  :  The  very  excellent  paper  just  read  by  Professor 
Cowell  is  now  open  for  discussion. 

Mr.  H.  N".  Hoffman,  of  Elmira,  N.  Y.  :  Mr.  President,  you  have 
a  long  list  of  questions  in  the  "  Question  Box,"  which  I  suppose  will 
interest  us  more  than  anything  I  can  say  on  this  subject;  but  my  realiza- 
tion of  the  importance  of  it  impels  me  to  give  expression  to  one  thought. 
I  wish  to  emphasize  particularly  the  point  which  Professor  Cowell  has 
made  in  regard  to  the  best  way  in  which  this  Society  can  increase  the 
interest  in  horticulture  ;  that  is,  by  interesting  its  individual  members. 
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Its  aim  should  be  to  till  them  with  enthusiasm  in  this  work  of  spreading 
horticultural  education,  and  to  send  them  to  their  homes  in  all  parts  of 
the  land  to  do  missionary  work,  imbued  with  the  desire  to  make  others  as 
enthusiastic  as  we  are.  We  should  not  waste  our  time  or  thoughts  in 
jealousies  regarding  the  success  of  our  rivals  in  business,  but  should 
rather  rejoice  in  their  prosperity,  for  I  firmly  believe  that  every  plant  or 
blossom  that  is  sold  or  in  any  way  disseminated  among  the  people  ad- 
vances our  interest,  because  it  begets  in  the  beholders  a  desire  for  more, 
and  strengthens  that  liking  for  flowers  which  exists  in  nearly  every  indi- 
vidual. We  who  are  in  the  trade,  if  we  think  our  brother  florists  are 
getting  business  that  we  should  have,  ought  not  to  cry  down  their  wares, 
but  should  try  to  bring  our  own  up  to  their  standard,  to  produce  flowers 
a  little  better  than  theirs,  or  to  set  them  before  the  public  in  a  little  more 
attractive  manner,  and  endeavor  in  that  way  to  get  our  share  of  the 
business. 

Mr.  E.  G.  Gillett,  of  Cincinnati  :  I  certainly  endorse  what  Pro- 
fessor Cowell  has  said  in  regard  to  the  manner  in  which  our  meeting 
places  are  chosen.  If  the  Society  of  American  Florists  is  going  to  take  in 
the  auxiliary  societies,  if  it  is  going  to  occupy  toward  them  the  attitude 
of  a  grand  lodge,  (and  we  can  now  hardly  have  a  doubt  about  it),  then  I 
would  say  that  this  grand  lodge  should  set  aside  a  certain  sum  of  money 
to  help  in  entertaining  all  who  attend  the  annual  meeting.  There  are 
many  places  throughout  the  United  States  in  which  the  florists  would  like 
very  much  indeed  to  be  honored  with  a  meeting  of  this  Society,  but  those 
places  are  small,  they  have  probably  only  a  few  growers  and  they  shrink 
from  the  idea  of  inviting  the  Society.  This  grand  lodge  would  be  more 
likely  to  go  to  such  places  if  it  could  go  there  with  the  independent  feel- 
ing that  it  was  going  to  pay  for  the  hall  it  occupied.  Then  if  the  resi- 
dent florists  chose  to  give  us  a  little  entertainment,  that  would  be  all 
right.  We  go  next  year  to  Cleveland,  and,  as  I  understand,  they  do  not 
have  an  organized  florists'  society  there;  it  is  going  to  require  a  great 
deal  of  hustling  for  them  to  make  provision  for  us,  though  as  they  are 
hustlers  the  money  needed  will  be  secured  of  course.  If  the  expenses  of 
our  annual  meetings  were  provided  for  by  ourselves,  it  would  help  the 
general  cause  and  would  make  the  grand  lodge  a  little  more  independent. 

Another  point  upon  which  I  want  to  make  an  observation  is  one  which 
was  presented  in  the  President's  address,  in  reference  to  the  propriety  of 
each  florist  wearing  a  button-hole  bouquet.  Here  we  are  assembled  as  a 
convention  of  florists,  and  I  venture  to  say  that  not  more  than  ten  or 
fifteen  of  us  display  any  emblem  of  our  profession.  We  are  growing 
flowers  and  yet  we  are  not  wearing  them.  I  have  heard  it  said  on  the 
street  today  :  "  Here  is  a  lot  of  florists  but  we  do  not  see  any  flowers." 
The  wearing  of  boutonnieres  by  our  members  would  look  pretty;  it  would 
make  business  and  would  do  some  good  to  the  florists'  stores.  I  hope 
that  in  the  future  we  will  pay  more  attention  to  that  little  point  in  the 
address  of  our  President. 
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Mr.  John  Thorpe  :  I  think  we  all  recognize  the  force  of  what  Mr. 
Gillett  has  said  about  our  peregrinations.  If  it  were  possible  I  think  we 
ought  to  extend  our  visits  from  one  end  of  the  year  to  the  other,  so  that 
no  hamlet  would  be  neglected.  Mr.  Gillett  mentions  the  propriety  of 
setting  aside  a  sum  of  money  for  this  purpose.  Unfortunately,  as  I  un- 
derstand from  our  Treasurer,  the  exchequer  today  is  not  very  strong, 
and  the  matter  is  one  of  ways  and  means. 

Mr.  Gillett  :     Let  the  members  pay  a  dollar  apiece. 

Mr.  Thorpe  :  That  would  not  do  it.  We  have  all  realized  the  force 
of  your  suggestion,  Mr.  Gillett,  and  I  am  sure  if  we  had  the  means,  it 
would  be  the  intention  of  us  all  that  floriculture  should  be  so  well  adver- 
tised that  nobody  would  be  neglected.  At  the  same  time  I  think  I  would 
not  like  to  go  so  far  as  to  incur  the  risk  of  inviting  ridicule  of  our  busi- 
ness or  reflections  upon  it  by  what  a  man  wears.  You  would  not  like  to 
see  a  cook  going  around  with  a  tin  pail,  or  a  tailor  wearing  his  shears  to 
advertise  his  business. 

Mr.  J.  M.  Jordan  :  I  have  been  highly  pleased  with  the  essay  and 
I  would  say  that  in  one  particular  it  touched  my  heart  ;  that  is,  in  its 
suggestion  about  having  our  meetings  in  the  rural  section  of  our  country 
instead  of  in  the  large  cities.  About  a  month  and  a  half  ago  I  attended 
a  banquet  given  to  eminent  men  of  Vermont,  which  took  place  on  one 
of  the  little  islands  in  Lake  Champlain,  where,  as  far  as  I  know,  they 
have  not  even  had  a  hot-bed  for  growing  flowers  ;  yet  the  table  at  which 
about  three  hundred  persons  sat  was  beautiful  with  flowers  and  I  do  not 
know  that  I  have  ever  seen  a  table  which  showed  more  taste  in  the 
floral  decorations.  The  designing  and  flxing  up  of  those  things  was  so 
nice  and  pretty  that  I  marveled  much  at  what  I  saw  could  be  done  by 
those  ladies  who  had  no  experience  in  the  art  other  than  around  their 
own  homes,  while  the  florists  have  been  using  their  time  for  years  to 
make  designs  and  to  beautify  tables  and  buildings.  It  does  me  good, 
and  I  think  it  would  do  the  Society  of  American  Florists  good,  to  go  into 
the  rural  parts  of  our  country.  You  will  be  entertained  there  and  be 
taken  care  of  at  very  little  cost.  The  expense  will  not  be  half  of  what  it 
is  to  come  to  our  cities.     I  think  the  effort  to  go  there  is  worth  a  trial. 

The  discussion  here  closed. 

THANKS   ON   BEHALF  OF  THE   LADIES. 

Secretary  Stewart,  in  the  course  of  routine  business  at  this  point, 
said  :  The  visiting  iadies  have  requested  that  this  Society  should  express, 
by  a  vote  of  thanks,  their  appreciation  of  the  kindness  to  them  of  Mrs. 
Williams,  of  Pittsburgh,  since  they  have  been  here.  In  compliance  with 
this  expressed  wish  of  the  ladies,  Mr.  President,  I  make  a  motion  that  a 
vote  of  thanks  to  Mrs.  Williams  be  recorded. 

Mr.  Stewart's  motion  was  adopted  with  applause. 
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THANKS  TO  ESSAYISTS. 

Mr.  Joiin  G.  Esler  moved  that  a  vote  of  thanks  be  tendered  to  the 
gentlemen  who  had  furnished  the  Society  with  essays  at  the  present 
Convention. 

Mr.  A.  Graham  having  seconded  the  motion  it  was  adopted. 

SPECIAL  ANNOUNCEMENTS. 

The  Secretary  announced  the  election  of  sundry  Vice-Presidents  by 
various  State  delegations.     (The  full  list  is  given  elsewhere.) 

President  Lonsdale  announced  that  he  would  appoint  the  Com- 
mittee on  Final  Resolutions,  as  follows  :  Messrs.  H.  B.  Beatty,  E.  A. 
Wood  and  J.  M.  Jordan. 

THE    QUESTION     BOX. 

The  remainder  of  the  evening  session  was  mainly  devoted  to  the 
"  Question  Box  "  and  the  brief  responses  to  queries  therein  contained. 

The  first  question  was,  "Is  it  practicable  for  this  Society  to  hold 
flower  shows  in  some  of  the  larger  cities  in  the  fall  ?  " 

Mr.  John  Thorpe  responded  to  the  question  :  Not  under  present 
conditions,  I  think.  It  would  appear  to  me  that,  in  the  present  state  of 
its  funds,  the  Society  could  not  afford  to  make  the  experiment,  as  some 
members  of  the  Society  of  American  Florists  would  be  at  a  disadvantage. 
If  all  the  members  could  be  benefited  by  an  exhibition  in  a  city  where 
some  funds  could  be  obtained,  it  would  be  different.  We  know,  as  a 
rule,  that  even  with  all  the  efforts  that  have  been  put  forth  by  cities  like 
Philadelphia,  New  York  and  Chicago,  the  exhibitions  have  not  been  a 
very  great  success  financially.  If  the  Society  had  ten  or  twenty 
thousand  dollars  to  expend  in  that  way  as  an  educational  feature,  it 
would  be  all  right,  but  the  Society  has  not  that  amount  of  money  to 
spend,  and  very  few  societies  have.  Consequently  I  think  it  is  im- 
possible at  this  time  to  entertain  a  suggestion  of  that  kind. 

Mr.  P.  O'MARA  :  I  think  that  one  very  serious  objection  to  any 
scheme  for  the  holding  of  an  exhibition,  by  the  Society,  in  the  large 
cities  is  that  the  use  of  the  money  of  the  Society  of  American  Florists  for 
such  a  purpose  would  be  hardly  fair  to  the  members  who  did  not  reside 
in  or  near  to  the  city  in  which  the  exhibition  was  held  and  who  might 
find  it  inconvenient  to  attend.  For  instance,  a  member  from  North 
Carolina,  Iowa  or  Kentucky  or  a  member  from  Denver  might  object 
(and,  I  think,  with  very  good  reason),  to  having  his  three  dollars  per 
annum  used  for  the  holding  of  a  flower  show  in  Philadelphia,  from  which 
he  would  probably  never  derive  any  benefit.  I  think  the  funds  ought 
only  to  be  used  for  the  general  good.  Objection  might  be  made  that 
such  use  was  not  for  the  general  good. 
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The  next  question  was  :  •'  What  is  the  best  means  for  us,  as  a 
Society,  to  adopt  to  prevent  unscrupulous  dealers  from  misrepresenting 
their  goods  or  our  profession  ?  " 

Mr.  A.  Graham  :  To  be  brief,  I  should  say  the' best  reply  would  be 
this  :  never  to  deal  with  such  a  party  the  second  time.     [Applause.] 

Mr.  J.  G.  Esler  :  Become  a  member  of  the  Protective  Association 
and  then  you  will  know  who  he  is. 

The  next  question  was  :  "  Should  the  Society  take  any  action  toward 
organizing  a  mutual  benefit  insurance  within  its  own  membership  ?  " 

A  response  in  writing  by  Mr.  A.  T.  De  La  Mare,  of  New  York  City, 
was  read  by  the  Secretary.     It  was  as  follows  : — 

Insurance — the  provision  made  in  time  of  health  and  earnings  to 
forestall  and  provide  for  sickness,  accident,  disability  or  death  —  is  a 
factor  in  the  welfare  of  the  human  race  the  magnitude  and  importance 
of  which  cannot  be  overestimated  ;  the  more  closely  the  subject  is 
investigated  the  more  deeply  it  impresses  itself. 

I  regret  that  in  the  press  of  business  duties  I  have  not  been  enabled 
to  give  the  question  assigned  me  that  attention  necessary  to  a  full  and 
complete  answer,  but  in  this  connection  it  is  consoling  to  be  informed  by 
experts  that  a  five  years'  study  on  the  subject  of  insurance  would  be 
none  too  much  time  in  which  to  become  master  of  its  labyrinthic  passages. 

It  is  not  quite  clear  from  the  question  whether  life  insurance  was  to 
be  included  as  a  part  of  the  scheme  of  a  benefit  society  in  connection 
with  that  of  sickness,  and  other  phases  of  insurance.  In  order  to  cover 
the  question  thoroughly,  we  will  take  it  for  granted  that  it  was  to  be  so 
considered. 

There  exists  two  recognized  systems  of  life  insurance  which  can 
stand  scrutiny.  The  first,  and  undoubtedly  the  most  conservative  and 
the  safest,  is  that  represented  by  the  so-called  "regular"  or  line 
companies,  such  as  the  Equitable,  the  New  York  Life,  the  John 
Hancock,  etc.,  which  conduct  business  primarily  for  profit  to  their  stock- 
holders, under  state  restrictions  and  safeguards  the  protective  lines  of 
which  are  drawn  closer  from  year  to  year  b}r  special  legislation.  Life 
insurance  in  a  line  company,  taken  in  almost  any  of  the  attractive  shapes 
in  which  it  is  offered,  is  reliably  safe  but  expensive.  Little  or  no 
provision,  however,  is  made  by  them  for  sickness  or  to  secure  payment 
of  policy  should  the  holder  thereof  find  himself  in  default. 

The  second  system  of  life  insurance,  and  probably  that  most  in  favor 
among  the  masses  because  of  its  attractive  surroundings,  is  through  fra- 
ternal associations,  such  as  the  Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen,  the 
Royal  Arcanum,  the  Knights  of  Honor,  etc.     Under  this  system,  and  as 
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these  associations  do  not  carry  a  reserve  fund,  and  are  organized  with 
fraternity  as  the  basic  idea,  they  do  not  suffer  to  any  appreciable  extent 
from  the  state  restrictions  imposed  on  the  line  companies,  and  for  this 
reason  and  because  each  council  or  lodge  is  in  effect  their  representative, 
working  through  common  interest  and  not  for  lucre,  their  running  ex- 
penses are  extremely  light,  and  the  immense  funds  which  pass  through 
their  hands  are  consequently  administered  at  a  wonderfully  low  per  cent. 
Here  life  insurance  is  effected  for  from  $1,000  to  $3,000  at  a  very  moderate 
cost ;  then,  again,  through  membership  in  their  lodges,  social,  protective 
and  commercial  advantages  are  gained  which  are  worth  consideration. 
Fraternity  rules  paramount.  A  worthy  member  falling  sick  is  supported 
for  a  reasonable  length  of  time.  If  unable  to  meet  his  assessments  they 
are  paid  for  him,  and  if  he  in  any  wise  gets  into  trouble,  not  of  his  own 
making,  he  will  be  helped  out  of  it. 

A  third  system  of  life  insurance,  based  on  the  assessment  plan,  and 
run  in  opposition  to  the  regular  companies,  still  primarily  in  the  interests 
of  stockholders,  has  lost  so  much  ground  through  state  legislation  and 
interference,  induced  by  the  opposition  of  the  line  companies,  that 
we  do  not  think  it  advisable  to  lose  time  considering  their  methods. 

The  only  system  of  association  for  life  insurance  purposes  open  to 
members  of  this  Society  is,  therefore,  obviously  the  fraternal,  which,  up 
to  the  present  moment,  remains  unharrassed  to  any  appreciable  extent 
by  state  laws. 

But  here  authorities  in  insurance  matters,  and  men  who  look  with 
favor  upon  this  form  of  insurance,  tell  us  that  such  a  system  cannot  be 
run  successfully  without  a  fair  membership  ;  to  be  considered  reliable 
and  in  a  healthy  condition  it  must  be  carefully  organized,  institute  a 
strict  medical  examination,  have  a  membership  of  twenty-five  thousand, 
and  add  ten  per  cent,  to  that  number  every  year. 

Still  we  find  instances  on  record  of  societies  with  as  low  a  member- 
ship as  one  thousand  two  hundred,  which  are  apparently  successful  ;  but 
the  amount  of  good  they  accomplish  must  necessarily  be  limited. 

We  have  a  report  before  us  for  the  year  ending  December  31,  1894, 
of  sixty -two  fraternal  associations,  thirty  of  which  have  a  membership 
exceeding  ten  thousand,  five  exceeding  one  hundred  thousand,  the 
Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen  heading  the  list  with  a  membership 
of  three  hundred  and  forty-one  thousand  three  hundred  and  seventy-one. 
These  same  sixty-two  societies  had  at  the  close  of  1894,  a  membership  of 
one  million  six  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  and  sixty-five  ;  they  paid  in 
losses  during  that  year  §36,479,579,  and  covered  insurance  to  the  amount 
of  $3,186,466,299. 

A  brief  statement  of  the  volume  of  life  insurance  business  trans- 
acted by  the  three  leading  fraternal  associations  during  the  year  ending 
December  31,  1894,  will  not  be  amiss.     Here  it  is  : 

The  Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen  has  341,371  members,  repre- 
senting insurance  to  the  amount  of  $682,742,000,  and  paid  in  losses, 
$7,116,800. 
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The  Knights  of  Honor  has  119,785  members,  representing  insurance 
to  the  amount  of  $225,422,500,  and  paid  in  losses,  $3,845,117. 

The  Royal  Arcanum  has  159,307  members,  representing  insurance 
to  the  amount  of  $463,063,500,  and  paid  in  losses,  $3,959,600. 

As  illustrating  the  difference  in  the  cost  of  management,  and  in  a 
measure  explaining  why  insurance  in  a  fraternal  association  is  so  much 
lower  than  in  aline  company,  we  find  that  in  1893,  the  Equitable  Life  paid 
death  claims  amounting  to  $8,946,152.72,  at  an  expense  for  management 
of  $8,173,388.76  ;  while  the  Knights  of  Honor  paid  death  claims  amount- 
ing to  $4,207,500,  at  an  expense  for  management  of  about  $420,000  ;  the 
ratio  of  expenses  to  death  claims  paid  being  91.4  per  cent,  for  the  Equit- 
able and  scarcely  ten  per  cent,  for  the  Knights  of  Honor. 

On  the  one  side,  looking  at  the  beneficent  work  conducted  by  the 
Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen,  the  Knights  of  Honor,  the  Royal 
Arcanum  and  other  fraternal  associations,  considering  that  their  lodges 
or  councils  are  to  be  found  everywhere  throughout  the  length  and 
breadth  of  the  land,  that  their  organization  is  so  perfect  that  it  becomes 
difficult  to  suggest  improvements. 

Then,  on  the  other  hand,  considering  the  manner  in  which  our 
members  and  florists  generally  are  scattered  throughout  the  country,  and 
the  difficulties  and  expenses  which  attach  to  the  proper  and  systematic 
conduct  of  an  association  with  life  insurance  as  its  prominent  feature, 
it  would  appear  that  the  members  of  this  Society  interested  in  such  in- 
surance, would  secure  the  greatest  benefits  at  the  lowest  rate  by  taking 
out  insurance  in  the  best  of  the  regular  line  or  fraternal  associations; 
by  so  doing  they  will  be  reasonably  certain  that  their  investment  on  behalf 
of  their  wives  and  children  will  be  secure  and  forthcoming  when  called 
for. 

For  purposes  of  insurance  protection  other  than  life,  the  formation 
of  a  mutual  benefit  association,  under  the  auspices  of  the  Society  of 
American  Florists,  is,  [  believe,  practical  if  projected  on  the  broadest 
lines  ;  to  be  successful  it  must  admit  not  only  those  who  are  members  of 
the  Society  of  American  Florists,  but  under  its  fostering  care  must  swing 
wide  open  its  doors  to  welcome  all  who  cultivate  flowers,  be  they  com- 
mercial men  or  in  private  employ.  In  a  matter  of  so  much  moment,  in- 
volving the  welfare  of  our  brothers  in  toil,  it  would  not  be  proper  to 
draw  hard  and  fast  lines  as  to  who  should  and  who  should  not  be  entitled 
to  become  members. 

Such  an  association  should  limit  its  field  to  the  payment  of  sick 
benefits,  funeral  expenses  and  a  pension  for  total  disability,  (to  be 
continued  to  the  subscriber's  widow),  with  perhaps  a  provision  in  lieu  of 
pension,  to  start  a  member  in  business  should  he  be  incapacitated  from 
performing  a  day's  work,  yet  able  to  look  after  a  stall  or  small  store  trade. 
It  would  be  difficult  at  this  time,  and  until  an  organization  was 
effected,  to  state  with  any  amount  of  reliability  just  what  the  cost  of 
membership  would  be. 
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To  run  the  association  at  a  minimum  of  expense  the  form  of 
organization  adopted  by  the  Knights  of  Honor  could  be  followed.  This 
would  mean  a  central  authority  controlling  the  assessments  for  pensions, 
and  local  or  state  branches  working  under  uniform  government,  con- 
trolling and  being  responsible  for  the  payment  of  its  sick  benefit  and 
funeral  expense  fund. 

The  pension  fund  would  be  raised  by  graduated  assessments, 
according  to  age,  and  could  be  put  in  operation  as  soon  as  one  thousand 
members  were  enrolled  ;  it  should  pay  those  entitled  to  its  benefit  from 
$250  to  $500  a  year. 

The  Florists'  Clubs  could  lend  valuable  assistance  ;  their  rooms 
would  doubtless  be  freely  given  for  meetings,  and  in  many  cases  the 
majority  of  club  members  would  also  become  members  of  the  Mutual 
Benefit  Association.  It  is  quite  possible  that  the  formation  of  a  benefit 
society  would  wonderfully  strengthen  the  clubs,  all  things  which  help  the 
clubs  help  the  Society  of  American  Florists,  and,  if  wisely  directed,  the 
ultimate  results  to  this  latter  body  might,  at  no  late  date,  astound  our 
most  conservative  members. 

A  liberal  forecast  of  the  expense  to  each  individual  member  of  main- 
taining such  a  mutual  benefit  society  as  is  here  outlined,  would 
approximate  fifteen  dollars  to  twenty  dollars  a  year,  divided  up  into 
yearly  dues  of  six  dollars  for  sick  benefit  and  funeral  expenses,  and  nine 
dollars  to  fourteen  dollars  a  year  for  pension  fund,  according  to  age. 

Necessarily  these  suggestions  are  crude  ;  if  the  members  of  the 
Society  of  American  Florists  should  think  well  of  the  establishment  of  a 
mutual  benefit  organization  the  first  step  in  that  direction  would  be 
through  a  committee,  with  power,  who  shall  be  authorized  to  draw  up  a 
form  of  constitution  and  by-laws,  to  submit  same  to  the  members  of  this 
Society  for  approval,  and,  if  the  adhesion  of  sufficient  men  in  the  Society 
of  American  Florists  is  offered,  to  then  launch  the  bark. 

Mr.  William  Scott  :  While  some  association  in  the  line  of  disa- 
bility, such  as  Mr.  De  La  Mare  suggests,  may  be  feasible  and  may 
become  a  reality  in  the  future,  I  should  personally  regret  to  see,  and  hope 
I  never  will  see,  an  attempt  to  connect  life  insurance  with  the  Society  of 
American  Florists.  Mr.  De  La  Mare  has  enumerated  a  few  of  the 
fraternal  associations  that  have  been  successful,  but  for  every  one  that 
still  exists  there  are  forty  that  have  gone  under.  I  was  a  victim  of  one 
in  the  state  of  New  York  that  went  clean  under.  It  has  been  truly  said 
that  to  run  a  fraternal  society,  it  is  essential  in  the  first  place  that  it 
should  be  really  fraternal.  It  should  meet  once  a  week,  while  we  meet 
but  once  a  year.  In  the  next  place,  we  are  altogether  too  small  an 
association  for  any  such  purpose  and  I  am  thoroughly  convinced  that 
the  scheme  would  prove  ridiculous,  and  I  think  the  very  best  answer  to 
the  question  would  have  been  an  emphatic  "  No."     [Applause.] 
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Mr.  E.  A.  Siedewttz,  of  Annapolis,  Md.:  We  in  Baltimore  have  a 
':  Beneficial  "  feature  in  our  club  ;  and  I  am  glad  to  say  that  in  the  nine 
years  of  its  existence  there  have  been  outy  five  deaths.  We  assess  each 
member  one  dollar  upon  the  death  of  a  brother  florist.  Our  present 
membership  is  about  one  hundred  and  fifteen.  The  one  hundred  and 
fifteen  dollars  has  always  come  in  very  acceptably  to  those  who  were 
afflicted,  and  it  does  not  come  hard  upon  any  one  member  to  pay  a  dollar 
at  the  time  of  the  death  of  a  member.  We  know  it  to  be  true  that  many 
gardeners  (not  men  in  busiuess  for  themselves  but  the  employees),  have 
joined  the  club  because  of  this  feature  of  it.  While  I  do  not  believe  it 
would  be  practical  to  have  a  beneficial  association  connected  with  the 
Society  of  American  Florists,  I  do  believe  that  if  the  local  clubs  would 
take  up  this  feature  it  would  do  them  much  good.  They  would  by  doing 
so  create  a  more  fraternal  feeling  among  the  members.     [Applause.] 

Mr.  W.  F.  Gude,  of  Washington,  D.  C:  While  I  endorse  every- 
thing that  our  worthy  brother,  Mr.  Seidewitz,  has  said,  I  heartily  concur 
in  the  view  stated  by  Mr.  Scott.  I  think  there  is  a  vast  difference  be- 
tween the  two  kinds  of  associations,  national  and  local  ;  the  one  extend- 
ing all  over  the  United  States,  and  the  other  being  confined  to  a 
particular  vicinity,  where  the  entire  interest  in  it  is  right  among  friends 
and  neighbors.  Now  there  are  plenty  of  associations,  both  good  and 
bad,  for  florists  to  join,  and  I  fail  to  see  that  a  mutual  benefit  association 
could  be  of  any  earthly  use  to  the  Society  of  American  Florists  other 
than  to  cause  disturbance  and  possibly  to  break  it  up. 

The  next  question  was  :  "  Would  it  benefit  the  Society  to  limit  its 
membership  to  those  actively  engaged  in  commercial  floriculture  and 
allied  trades  ?  " 

Mr.  John  Thorpe:  Mr.  President,  that  question  has  been  answered 
so  many  times  that  it  seems  to  require  no  further  discussion.  What  does 
our  constitution  say  in  regard  to  that  ?  It  says  that  the  membership 
shall  consist  of  those  identified  with  the  trade  in  any  manner,  shape  or 
form,  —  does  it  not  ? 

Mr.  J.  G.  Esler  :  I  think  the  Society  of  American  Florists  ought  to 
be  run  on  broadgauge  principles  —  to  include  everybody  who  loves  a 
flower. 

The  next  question  was  :  "  How  can  the  interests  of  any  special  class 
of  plants  be  best  advanced  ?  " 

A  response  in  writing  by  Mr.  John  G.  Esler  was  read  by  that 
gentleman  and  received  with  applause.     It  was  as  follows  : — 

Experience  is  a  great  teacher  ;  and  it  has  been  written  that  only 
fools  and  madmen  fail  to  comprehend  its  lessons.     What  has  been  done 
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for  the  carnation  and  chrysanthemum  can  be  duplicated  for  the  palm  and 
pansy. 

Give  enthusiastic  men  in  love  with  a  certain  flower  or  plant  an 
organization,  having  in  view  the  definite  purpose  to  disseminate  its 
merits,  and  the  increased  use  of  such  flower  or  plant  will  follow.  The 
individual  may  accomplish  much,  but  an  organization  of  men  with  a 
common  motive  will  accomplish  more. 

The  successful  general  does  not  allow  regiments  to  act  separately,  of 
their  own  volition  ;  the  bishop  does  not  believe  that  itineracy  is  the  best 
method  to  secure  converts,  and  the  men  who  planned  our  great  Republic 
believed  in  unity  of  action. 

In  religion,  in  politics,  in  war,  concentration  means  success,  disinte- 
gration stands  for  failure.  \Ye  cannot  advance  the  interest  of  any  plant 
or  flower  by  dividing  our  energies  and  wasting  our  substance.  Let  us 
organize  under  the  banners  of  the  Society  of  American  Florists  and 
marshal  our  members  into  companies  and  regiments,  each  man  of  whom 
shall  do  duty  in  his  specific  line,  with  concentrated  action  and  concen- 
trated purpose;  in  fact,  become  a  "  boomer"  of  the  particular  product  of 
floriculture  in  which  he  is  interested,  teaching  the  public  how  to  use  it  to 
advantage,  or  how  to  grow  it  successfully.  When  that  day  shall  have 
arrived  the  Society  of  American  Florists  will  have  become  a  power 
in  the  land  for  the  advancement  of  floriculture,  and  the  question  pro- 
pounded will  be  properly  answered. 

The  President  invited  further  discussion. 

Mr.  John  Thorpe  :  The  paper  to  which  we  have  listened  is  all 
good  logic  ;  but  we  cannot  by  act  of  parliament  make  people  grow  any  par- 
ticular kind  of  flower,  I  think.  Neither  Mr.  Esler  nor  anybody  else  can 
compel  men  who  identify  themselves  with  any  specialty  to  give  to  the 
people  at  large  all  the  information  concerning  that  specialty;  and  further, 
the  people  would  not  absorb  it. 

Mr.  E.  A.  Seidewitz  said  he  desired  to  answer  the  question  in  con- 
junction with  a  preceding  question,  as  to  whether  it  would  be  advisable 
for  anyone  outside  the  florist  trade  to  enter  the  Society  of  American 
Florists.  He  continued  :  I  believe  that  any  society  that  fosters  the  cul- 
tivation of  a  particular  plant  is  an  advantage  to  the  whole  fraternity. 
You  will  pardon  me  if  I  refer  to  Baltimore  again,  in  order  to  say  that  we 
have  there  a  little  cactus  society  (I  believe  it  is  the  only  one  in  exist- 
ence except  one  recently  formed  in  St.  Louis) ,  and  the  members  are  very 
enthusiastic  in  regard  to  the  cactus.  I  would  recommend  this  —  keep  the 
chrysanthemum,  the  rose,  the  dahlia  and  the  carnation  societies  separ- 
ate and  distinct  from  the  Society  of  American  Florists.  Let  those  people 
who  love  the  chrysanthemum,  the  rose,  the  dahlia  and  the  carnation 
enter  and  become  members  of  those  societies  ;  I  mean  anybody,  whether 
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he  be  a  shoemaker  or  a  tailor.  Thereby  we  spread  the  love  of  a  particu- 
lar flower.  I  do  not  think  the  Society  of  American  Florists  would  suffer 
in  consequence  ;  and  for  that  reason  I  would  like  to  see  the  carnation 
and  the  other  societies  spread  their  products  before  the  whole  class  of 
flower  lovers,  and  try  to  foster  the  cultivation  and  the  love  of  flowers  by 
their  special  and  specific  methods.  Under  no  conditions  can  we  allow 
persons  other  than  florists  and  those  engaged  in  allied  trades  to  enter  the 
Society  of  American  Florists,  until  we  change  its  name  ;  but  I  say,  let 
these  auxiliary  societies  do  the  work  of  cultivating  the  love  of  a  particu- 
lar plant. 

Mr.  E.  A.  Wood  :  I  was  much  interested  in  Mr.  Esler's  paper,  but 
I  hardly  think  he  went  far  enough.  There  is  no  doubt  whatever  that 
the  Chrysanthemum  Society  and  the  Carnation  Society  have  done  a  great 
deal  toward  advancing  those  flowers  ;  but  before  the  Carnation  Society 
was  formed,  before  the  Chrysanthemum  Society  was  formed,  came  the 
improvement.  It  was  really  the  improvement  in  those  flowers  that 
formed  the  societies  ;  it  was  the  labor  of  the  few  who  took  hold  of  them 
all  along,  and  worked  hard  to  get  out  something  new  that  would  interest 
the  public.  Those  few  new  varieties  did  interest  the  public,  and  from 
that  interest  these  societies  sprang.  It  is  for  you  to  sit  right  down  and 
improve  whatever  plant  you  wish  to  advance  the  interest  in.  You  can 
do  it  all  along,  and  you  will  soon  find  many  others  to  take  hold  and  help 
you.     [Applause.] 

Mr.  Esler  :  The  gentleman  must  not  forget  what  Professor  Gibson 
said  about  "improvement."     [Merriment.] 

Mr.  P.  O'Mara  :  One  thought  suggests  another,  and  if  we  are 
going  back  beyond  what  Mr.  Esler  has  said,  we  may  go  a  little  further 
back.  It  seems  to  me  to  be  a  plain  statement  of  fact,  that  the  develop- 
ment of  the  chrysanthemum  was  not  entirely  due  to  the  efforts  of  our 
friends  in  America.  I  think  we  rather  copied  the  methods  of  our  friends 
across  the  ocean,  and  that  the  chrysanthemum  was  improved  there  and 
shown  before  we  knew  much  about  it.  Mr.  Thorpe  may  know  more  on 
that  point  than  I  do  ;  but  my  general  observation  in  my  few  years  of 
experience  in  floriculture  has  been,  that  we  have  been  rather  taking  ad- 
vantage of  information  acquired  on  the  other  side,  and  have  been  work- 
ing it  up  here  ;  or,  perhaps,  the  fashionable  pilgrims  over  there  pick  up 
an  idea,  bring  it  back  with  them,  and  we  catch  hold  of  it  and  work  it  up. 

Mr.  Thorpe  :  Mr.  President,  I  think  we  are  digressing  and  that 
the  discussion  had  better  be  closed. 

The  next  question  was  :  "  Is  it  advisable  for  greenhouse  proprietors 
to  accept  plants  for  storage,  and  under  what  conditions  ?  " 
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Mr.  W.  F.  Gude  :  From  rrry  personal  experience  in  business  for  the 
last  five  or  six  years  and  prior  to  that,  I  would  answer  most  emphatically, 
"  No,  it  is  not  profitable,  it  is  not  advisable/'  But  the  question  I  would 
like  to  hear  fully  discussed  is,  how  we  are  going  to  get  out  of  it  and  not 
hurt  ourselves.  We  take  plants  because  we  are  compelled  to,  (as  other- 
wise we  would  lose  our  customers) ,  but  not  because  it  is  advisable  to  do  so. 

Mr.  Grove  P.  RAWSON  :  I  wish  the  Society  of  American  Florists 
would  settle  that  question  ao  to  storage. 

Mr.  John  Thorpe  :  That  ought  to  be  readily  settled  by  any  sensible 
man  in  the  business.  A  foot  of  greenhouse  surface  is  worth  to  the  man 
in  business  so  much  per  year.  If  a  plant  occupies  a  space  of  a  square 
foot  every  six  months,  it  ought  to  be  worth  a  dollar.  I  think  it  is  a  fair 
average  tbat  a  greenhouse  ought  to  pay  (all  expenses  included) ,  a  dollar 
per  square  foot.  It  is  a  simple  question  of  arithmetic.  Say  that  Mrs. 
Smith  brings  you  a  palm  with  a  spread  of  three  feet  and  you  keep  it  six 
months  —  you  ought  to  charge  her  three  dollars  for  it. 

Mr.  A.  Graham  :  I  feel,  in  attempting  to  answer  this  question,  (to 
use  a  Scotch  expression),  as  if  I  were  "  between  the  de'il  and  the  deep 
sea."  I  know  that  we  all,  every  one  in  the  business,  can  give  some 
illustrations  that  would  be  very  amusing  in  regard  to  our  experience  in 
this  matter.  Plants  damaged,  played  out  and  in  all  kinds  of  condition 
are  returned  from  the  parties  by  whom  they  were  originally  purchased, 
with  instructions  carefully  noted  to  keep  the  plants  until  they  come  in 
bloom  again.  [Merriment.]  Now  I  have  offended  customers  in  a  few 
instances  where  plants  were  returned  to  me  with  these  instructions,  in 
such  a  hopeless  condition  that  they  were  consigned  to  the  rubbish  heap 
immediately  ;  and  I  offended  them  so  grievously  that  they  have  not  come 
back  to  me.  It  appears  to  me  that  the  best  way  of  handling  the  question 
would  be  for  the  florists  in  every  town  or  city  to  make  a  compact,  one 
with  another,  that  they  will  not  receive  such  plants.  If  you  do  not  take 
them,  Mr.  So-and-So  takes  them,  and  so  you  are  compelled  to  receive 
them  against  your  will.  The  question  is  not  altogether,  as  Mr.  Thorpe 
states,  as  to  the  value  of  the  space  occupied  in  the  greenhouse  but  it  is 
the  disgrace  of  so  occupying  the  space  in  the  greenhouse.  [Mr. 
Graham's  earnestness  created  general  merriment.] 

Mr.  Thorpe  :  That  is  all  right,  Mr.  Graham.  I  look  at  the  utilitarian 
side  of  it  ;  that  nobody  should  object  to  taking  the  plants  of  customers. 
But  still,  if  you  mark  out  a  square  that  occupies  three  feet  and  you  get 
your  rental  for  it,  and  if  Mrs.  Smith  is  willing  to  pay  you  three  dollars 
for  that  three  foot  space  for  half  a  year,  you  should  not  object  to  that. 

Mr.  Graham  :  But  I  do,  Mr.  President,  and  I  always  object ;  and  I 
think  I  will  object  so  emphatically  that  I  will  cease  to  do  it  altogether. 
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Mr.  James  Dean,  of  Bay  Ridge,  N.  Y.:  I  do  not  like  the  idea  of  a 
florist  refusing  to  take  charge  of  a  plant  or  plants  for  his  customer 
during  the  winter  season.  In  our  cities  you  will  often  see  a  specimen 
plant  of  latania,  areca,  or  kentia  on  the  lawn,  in  front  of  the  house, 
worth  from  ten  to  thirty-five  dollars.  Such  plants  should  be  takeu  care 
of  by  the  florists  and  a  fair  charge  made  for  their  keep.  Would  it  be 
right  to  refuse  to  receive  those  plants  from  a  customer  who  had  not  a 
place  in  which  to  store  them  and  who  leaves  his  money  with  you  ?  I 
thiuk  not. 

Another  thing  that  some  florists  are  in  the  habit  of  doing,  and  in 
doing  which  they  do  wrong,  is  to  accept  the  plants  from  their  customers, 
then  put  them  on  the  floor  or  in  the  yard  attached  to  the  store,  with 
hardly  any  light  or  water,  and  finally  return  those  plants  to  their 
customers  in  such  a  condition  that  they  are  a  disgrace.  I  have  been  in 
stores  in  New  York  City  and  have  been  shown  plants  belonging  to 
customers  which  had  remained  all  summer  neglected.  Those  plants,  in 
the  first  instance,  had  been  accepted  by  the  florist,  were  to  be  sent  to  his 
greenhouses  in  the  country  and  were  there  to  be  taken  care  of.  If  the 
plants  were  not  worth  better  care  the  florist  should  have  told  his  customer 
so  when  he  received  them.  He  who  does  not  deal  fairly  with  his 
customer  in  this  matter  is  not  one  who  is  fit  to  belong  to  this  Society  or 
any  other  society.  I  do  hope  that  the  day  will  never  come  when  a  florist 
will  say  "  No,"  to  a  customer  who  asks  him  to  take  care  of  a  plant  which 
is  in  fair  condition,  and  I  do  hope  that  when  the  florist  takes  it  he  will  do 
his  best  to  return  that  plant  to  his  customer  in  good  condition. 
[Applause.] 

Mr.  Graham  :  The  difficulty  is  to  have  it  reach  the  greenhouse  in 
good  condition. 

Mr.  J.  M.  Jordan  :  I  have  had  some  experience  in  the  last  fifteen 
or  twenty  years  in  "  boarding  plants,"  as  they  call  it ;  and  1  had  a  little 
experience  that  was  very  costly  to  me.  Of  course  I  felt  that  I  had  to  take 
some  of  those  fine  palms  that  my  friend  Mr.  Dean  speaks  of,  because  I 
had  sold  them,  they  were  valuable  and  I  did  not  want  to  see  them  go 
down  by  any  neglect.  But  I  had  unfortunate  experience  in  having  a  fire 
come  along,  when  I  lost  a  good  many  hundreds  and  perhaps  thousands 
of  plants,  among  which  were  some  plants  that  I  was  taking  care  of.  I 
not  only  lost  my  money  for  taking  care  of  the  plants  but  I  had  to  replace 
them  without  any  consideration  ;  and  that  sickened  me  of  boarding 
plants.  Since  that  time  I  have  had  to  refuse  them.  When  I  sell  a  plant 
and  they  ask  me,  "  What  will  we  do  with  this  in  the  winter,"  I  say  to 
them,  "Go  around  and  get  some  place  where  you  can  have  it  stored, 
there  are  parties  who  are  doing  business  in  that  line  ;  we  are  not." 
Every  year,  after  we  have  filled  up  the  greenhouse,  we  have  to  throw 
away  a  large  number  of  plants,  and  I  tell  them  that  we  cannot  afford  to 
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store  somebody  else's  plauts  and  throw  away  our  own.  That  is  the  way 
I  get  rid  of  the  trouble  now.  There  ma}-  be  a  business  in  putting  up  green- 
houses for  the  very  purpose  of  taking  care  of  plauts  during  the  Avinter, 
but  it  is  very  doubtful  whether  a  commercial  establishment  can  do  it  and 
do  it  safely  without  mixing.  The  men  are  liable  to  sell  the  plants  that 
are  kept.  On  that  account  a  parly  might  have  to  pay  four  times  the  value 
of  a  plant,  as  the  owner  of  it  may  insist  that  it  would  not  have  been 
parted  with  for  four  times  the  amount  paid  for  it. 

Mr.  Wm.  Scott  :  So  much  has  been  said  on  this  subject,  that  I  feel 
at  liberty  to  say  a  word,  particularly  as  it  is  right  in  my  line  of  business. 
In  the  first  place,  my  business  in  Buffalo  is  entirely  in  the  retail  line,  and 
it  is  almost  impossible  for  us  to  refuse  to  receive  plants.  I  should  lose 
many  good  customers  by  doing  so.  I  have  found  that  my  customers, 
generally  speaking,  are  reasonable.  When  I  first  began  to  take  plauts,  I 
did  it  in  a  slip-shod  sort  of  a  way  and  customers'  plants  were  put  among 
my  own,  but  in  the  last  five  or  six  years  I  have  brought  it  down  to  a 
system.  I  have  a  regular  book  in  which  the  name  of  a  party  is  entered 
as,  we  will  say,  "  No.  19."  He  or  she  may  have  a  Latania  Borbonica  in 
an  eight-inch  pot  and  an  Areca  lutescensin  a  seven-inch  pot.  The  labels 
"  No.  19  "  are  put  in  there  and,  in  addition  to  that,  a  statement  of  the 
condition  in  which  the  plants  are  when  they  arrive.  But  the  secret, 
ladies  and  gentlemen,  is  that  you  must  charge,  that  is  all.  If  you  charge 
only,  as  Mr.  Thorpe  says,  about  fifty  cents  or  a  dollar  per  square  foot  for 
the  winter,  you  are  getting  just  about  what  you  earn  on  it. 

It  is  not  alone  in  the  winter  time  that  people  want  plants  stored.  I 
have  customers  who  frequently  go  to  Europe  or  to  the  seashore  and, 
before  going,  they  say  to  me,  "  E  wish  you  would  send  over  and  get  my 
plants,  they  are  in  good  condition."  Now  I  make  them  pay  me,  and 
what  I  receive  is  just  about  enough  to  meet  the  expense.  On  one 
occasion  I  adopted  the  scheme  of  putting  three  or  four  hydrangeas  in  a 
tub.  I  sold  thirty-six,  and  they  all  came  back  to  me  to  be  stored.  I 
kept  them  and,  when  they  were  given  back  to  the  owners,  I  charged  five 
dollars  apiece  for  the  storage  of  them.  The  next  year  I  did  not  have  one. 
I  suggest  that  in  addition  to  charging  for  superficial  space,  you  should 
add  the  expense  of  cartage  to  and  from  the  house.  Charge  enough  and 
you  will  not  be  bothered.     [Applause.] 

Mr.  Johx  Curwen-,  Jr.  ,  was  understood  to  say  that  it  was  his  custom 
to  explain  to  his  customers  when  a  plant  was  not  worth  keeping,  that 
they  ought  to  throw  it  away  unless  they  have  some  special  object  in 
keeping  it. 

Mr.  Gtjde  said  that  this  question,  he  believed,  was  the  first  that  had 
come  up  in  three  days  sessions,  which  touched  the  store  men  and,  as  a 
store  man,  he  was  much  interested  in  what  had  been  said. 
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that  a  customer  who  wanted  to  have  an  old  plant  come  back  in  good 
shape  should  be  advised  that  it  is  just  as  cheap  to  grow  a  new  one  as  to 
attempt  to  get  the  old  one  in  condition  again.  As  illustrating  the  un- 
reasonableness of  some  people,  he  spoke  of  an  old  lady  who,  notwithstand- 
ing all  protestations,  insisted  upon  a  florist  receiving  and  taking  care  of 
her  plants  and,  subsequently,  after  they  had  frozen  and  died  in  the  cellar 
in  which  they  were  placed,  brought  a  lawsuit  for  one  hundred  dollars 
damages  against  the  florist. 

Mr.  Thorpe  :  The  question  resolves  itself  into  one  of  right  and 
wrong  dealing.  The  boarding  of  plants  is  on  the  same  level  wit  h  the 
boarding  of  a  horse  in  a  stable,  and  should  be  paid  for.  I  do  not  thiuk 
it  is  right  for  a  man  who  boards  a  horse  for  another  to  sell  the  animal  or 
put  another  in  its  place.  A  florist  who  undertakes  to  "board"  a  plant 
ought  not  to  have  that  plant  standing  around  in  the  store  or  doing  duty 
in  the  decorations,  but  should  keep  it  apart  from  his  own  stock.  The 
matter  is  simply  one  of  arrangement  between  the  florist  and  his  cus- 
tomer as  to  the  cost  of  boarding  a  plant  for  so  many  months,  whether 
fifty  dollars  or  fifty  cents  ;  and  there  should  be  no  compulsion  upon  us  to 
accept  plants  on  storage. 

Mr.  P.  O'Mara  :  The  question,  while  of  vital  interest  to  many  of 
us,  is  one  to  which  it  is  difficult  to  apply  general  principles.  Mr.  Gude 
says  that  florists  could  not  refuse  to  take  customers  plants  on  storage 
for  fear  of  losing  their  custom,  although  it  was  not  profitable  to  store  the 
plants.  If  that  custom  is  so  valuable  that  it  would  be  to  the  interest  of 
the  florist  to  retain  it  by  receiving  the  plants  on  storage,  he  will  receive 
them,  if  it  is  not,  he  will  decline  to  store  the  plants.  Every  business 
man  will  of  course  cut  off  from  his  business  that  which  is  unprofitable, 
and  retain  that  which  is  profitable,  and  therein  lies  the  solution  of  the 
whole  question. 

Mr.  David  Charlesworth,  of  Cleveland,  O.  :  The  practice  of 
boarding  plants  is  one  from  which  I  have  suffered  for  twenty  years.  I 
have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  it  is  a  nuisance  that  is  unavoidable  and 
that  each  one  will  have  to  make  the  best  of  it  for  himself.  I  would  rather 
suffer  that  annoyance,  and  in  many  instances  suffer  it  cheerfully,  than  to 
annoy  customers  by  refusing  to  take  their  plants.  I  know  of  one  plant 
that  has  paid  me  pretty  well  for  the  boarding  of  it.  The  parties  who 
bought  it  of  me  have  paid  me  ten  dollars  a  year  for  boarding  it  through 
the  winter,  and  my  rental  charges  on  it  up  to  date  amount  to  one 
hundred  dollars. 

The  next  question  was  :  "  What  is  the  best  method  of  forcing 
hardy  roses  ?  " 

Mr.  P.  O'Maua  :  That  question  has  been  discussed  so  often  and  so 
well  that  I  think  we  can  afford  to  pass  it  by  now  without  debate. 
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The  next  question  was  :  "  What  length  of  greenhouse  would  it  be 
most  desirable  to  ventilate  under  one  section,  provided  the  whole  length 
of  sash  could  be  raised  without  strain  to  the  apparatus  ?  " 

A  response  in  writing  by  Mr.  Paul  M.  Pierson,  of  Scarborough, 
N".  Y.,  was  here  read  by  Mr.  Graham.     The  paper  was  as  follows  :  — 

The  first  answer  that  occurs  to  the  above  question  is,  that  the  greater 
the  length  of  ventilators  that  can  be  raised  at  one  operation  the  better, 
provided  it  can  be  accomplished  by  a  machine  that  will  work  without 
requiring  too  much  power  to  lift,  and  without  so  straining  the  shafting 
gear  or  other  parts  of  the  machine  as  to  cause  it  to  get  out  of  order 
easily. 

This  would  undoubtedly  be  true  if  the  only  question  to  be  considered 
was  how  to  accomplish  the  greatest  amount  of  work  with  the  least 
amount  of  labor.  But  this  is  not  the  only  question  to  be  considered,  nor 
indeed  the  most  important.  A  ventilating  apparatus  is  primarily  a  labor- 
saving  device  ;  but  if  in  attempting  to  save  labor  we  accomplish  inferior 
results  in  ventilation,  then  we  have  gained  nothing,  but  have  rather  lost, 
for  the  object  of  ventilation,  as  I  understand  it,  is  to  supply  fresh  air  to 
the  plants  and  to  maintain  the  desired  temperature  evenly  throughout 
the  house  by  the  introduction  of  cool  air  from  without  and  the  escape  of 
hot  air  from  inside.  To  the  inexperienced  in  practical  work  it  would 
seem  easy  enough  to  accomplish  this.  What  is  simpler  than  to  open 
your  ventilators  evenly  the  whole  length,  and  thereby  maintain  an  even 
temperature  within  the  house.  But  unfortunately  in  practice  this  is  far 
from  the  effect.  I  have  seen  times  when  a  long  house  with  an  even 
amount  of  ventilation  would  show  twenty  degrees  difference  in  temper- 
ature. 

On  our  houses,  which  are  over  three  hundred  feet  in  length,  we  per- 
haps have  a  better  opportunity  to  study  the  cause  of  this  variation  than 
those  having  shorter  houses,  for  the  differences  are  much  more  pro- 
nounced ;  but  when  once  understood,  the  cause  is  plain  enough.  On 
days  when  there  is  no  wind,  we  have  noticed  that  with  an  even  amount 
of  ventilation  the  whole  length  of  the  house  will  maintain  an  even  tem- 
perature within.  But  with  a  wind  blowing  from  the  northwest  or  south- 
east, then  we  require  very  much  more  ventilation  on  the  west  ends  of 
our  house.  With  southwest  and  northeast  winds,  the  conditions  are 
reversed  and  we  require  more  on  the  east  ends.  With  certain  conditions 
I  have  seen  a  foot  of  air  on  one  end,  and  on  each  set  of  ventilators  down 
the  house  a  proportionately  less  amount,  until  at  the  last  set  on  the  other 
end  there  was  but  an  inch  ;  and  yet  the  house  would  be  hotter  at  the  end 
where  the  ventilators  were  raised  twelve  inches  than  at  the  end  where 
they  were  open  but  one  inch.  The  reason  is  this  :  The  wind  causes  an 
unequal  pressure,  the  cold  air  all  pouring  in  at  the  point  of  least  resist- 
ance and  the  hot  air  likewise  pouring  out  at  the  point  of  least  resistance, 
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which  is  at  the  opposite  eud  of  the  house.  Those  of  our  houses  first 
built  have  apparatus  working  seventy-five  feet  of  ventilators  ;  but  notic- 
ing this  tendency  to  unequal  temperature,  we,  in  the  houses  last  built, 
ordered  one  apparatus  to  each  fifty  feet  of  ventilator,  and  find  we  can 
maintain  a  much  evener  temperature. 

From  the  above  observations  I  answer  your  question,  that  in  my 
opinion,  the  best  length  of  greenhouse  to  ventilate  under  one  section 
is  about  fifty  feet.  If  an  attempt  is  made  to  increase  this  to  any  great 
extent,  an  uneven  temperature  will  result  under  certain  conditions,  and 
if  very  much  less  is  allowed  to  one  apparatus  the  expense  of  the  machine 
and  labor  of  operating  it  are  too  high. 

The  next  question  was,  "  What  amount  of  working  capital  would  be 
deemed  sufficient  to  start  with  in  the  florist  business,  in  a  city  of  from 
five  to  ten  thousand  inhabitants  ?  " 

Mr.  P.  O'Mara  :  That  question  was  assigned  to  me  and  I  under- 
took to  answer  it  but  it  has  been  answered  so  well  by  Mr.  Peter  Hender- 
son, in  "  Practical  Horticulture,"  that  I  thought  it  would  be  superfluous 
for  me  to  prepare  an  original  response.  I  have  here  an  extract  from  his 
book,  which  contains  the  information,  and  as  the  hour  is  growing  late  I 
suggest  that  it  be  inserted  in  the  proceedings.  Briefly  stated,  he 
computes  that  from  $1500  to  $2000  would  be  sufficient  for  a  man  of 
energy  and  ability  to  start  with  in  a  town  of  about  ten  thousand 
inhabitants.  He  strongly  recommends  that  such  a  person  set  aside,  in 
addition  to  the  space  for  floriculture,  a  portion  of  his  grounds  for  the 
cultivation  of  small  fruits  and  vegetables,  Mr.  Henderson's  opinion 
having  been  (and  I  think  he  was  right) ,  that  in  a  place  of  that  kind  labor 
could  be  better  utilized  and  that  the  person  would  be  safer  by  this  means 
until  he  found  himself  firmly  established  in  the  floricultural  part  of  his 
business.     It  would  be  better  for  a  man  to  take  both  together. 

The  extract  here  submitted  by  Mr.  O'Mara  was  as  follows  : — 

My  advice  to  all  beginners  is  to  keep  away  from  large  cities  unless 
they  have  a  large  capital  and  a  thoroughly  practical  knowledge  of  the 
business.  The  begiuner  with  limited  means  and  more  limited  knowledge 
of  the  business,  would  be  quite  unable  to  compete  with  those  who  have 
been  long  established,  and  such  are  to  be  found  in  nearly  all  cities  of  one 
hundred  thousand  inhabitants  or  over.  On  the  other  hand,  in  cities  of  five 
thousand,  ten  thousand,  fifteen  thousand  or  twenty  thousand  inhabitants, 
the  business  may  be  begun  and  profitably  carried  on  with  but  little  capi- 
tal and  a  moderate  amount  of  knowledge  at  starting.  How  to  start  is 
the  all  important  question.  Experience  has  led  me  to  believe  that  it 
would  often  be  of  great  advautage  to  the  beginner  in  small  towns  to  un- 
dertake the  cultivation  of  small  fruits,  flowers  and  vegetables  combined. 
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In  a  town  of,  say  five  thousand  inhabitants,  the  profits  from  the  sale  of 
flowers  alone  would  hardly  be  enough  to  warrant  a  beginning,  while  an 
acre  or  two  of  well-grown  fruits  or  vegetables  in  addition  would  make 
quite  a  respectable  business.     We  will  suppose  then,  that  a  frugal  man, 
able  and  willing  to  work  hard,  has  a  capital  of  $1,500  to  $2,000,  let  him 
select  not  more  than  two  acres,  either  on  a  lease  of  say  ten  years  or  by 
purchase,  as  near  to  the  business  part  of  the  town  as  practicable.     The 
soil  should  be  of  a  quality  that  has  borne  good  crops  of  hay,  corn,  pota- 
toes or  other  farm  produce.     Do  not  be  induced  to  go  far  from  the  busi- 
ness centre  of  the  town  because  land  is  cheap  there  ;  it  is  better  to  pay 
one  hundred  dollars   rent  per  acre  for  say  two  acres  a  mile  from  the 
centre  of  the  town,  than  to  buy  land  at  that  price  three  or  four  miles  dis- 
tant for  such  a  purpose.     It  is  a  fact  beyond  all  question,  that  wherever 
fine   specimens   of  fruit,  flowers   or  vegetables   are   offered  for  sale,  a 
demand  is  created  that  did  not  before  exist,  and  would  not  then  have 
existed  unless  these  articles  were  placed  before  the  eyes  of  the  people. 
Presuming  then  that  the  one  or  two  acres  is  secured,  if  a  dwelling  house, 
stable  or  other  buildings  are  to  be  erected,  let  them  be  placed,  if  practi- 
cable on  the  northeast  corner,  so  that  the  part  of  the  land  to  be  cultivated 
or  where  the  greenhouses  are  to  be  erected  be  not  shaded.     If  flowers 
are   to  be   grown,  of  course  a  greenhouse  or  some  place  where  plants 
can  be  protected  is  indispensable,  and  the  proper  construction  of  that  is 
a  matter  of  importance.     Perhaps  the  most  appropriate  size  for  a  begin- 
ner is  one  twenty  feet  wide  by  fifty  feet  in  length,  which  may  be  heated 
either  by  smoke-flues  or  hot  water  circulating  in  iron  pipes.     At  present 
prices  the  house  twenty  feet  wide  would  cost  if  heated  by  flue  about  nine 
dollars  per  running  foot,  if  by  hot  water,  fifteen  dollars  to  twenty  dollars 
per  running  foot.     This  greenhouse,   having  an  area  of   one  thousand 
square  feet,  should  produce  a  crop  of  flowers  and  plants,  when  once  properly 
stocked,  which  should  sell  at  retail  for  at  least  one  thousand  dollars  each 
year.     The  stock  of  plants  to  begin  with,  purchased  from  any  wholesale 
florist,  would  cost  from  one  hundred  dollars  to  two  hundred  dollars,'  ac- 
cording to  kinds.     The  annual  cost  of  fuel,  labor,  etc.,  after  it  is  in  run- 
ning order,  should  not  exceed  three  hundred  dollars  a  year.     It  will  be 
seen  that  the  profit  on  the  investment  is  good,  if  the  work  is  mainly  done 
by  the  owner  ;  but  a  glass  structure  of  this  size  would  not  pay  to  hire  a 
man  to  work  it,  though  it  would  be  large  enough  at  first  for  the  wants  of 
an  ordinary  population  of  five  thousand.     But  such  a  population  will  buy 
far  larger  amounts  in  fruits  and  vegetables,  and  will  probably  buy  three 
times  as  many  and  give  more  for  the  in  if  fresh  and  home  grown,  than 
they  would  for  those  that  are  packed  and  shipped  from  a  distance.     In 
fruits,  strawberries  hold  the  most  prominent   place,  and  a  quarter  of  an 
acre  will  contain,  at  about  two  feet  apart  each  way,  about  two  thousand 
five   hundred  plants.     If  these  are  planted   before  September  1st,  from 
plants  layered  in  pots,  the  ground  having  been  properly  prepared,  at 
least  one  thousand  quarts  can  be  gathered  as  the  first  crop.     This  is  a 
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low  estimate,  the  best  cultivators  claiming  to  gather  one  quart  per  hill  of 
the  large  fruiting  kinds.  Next  in  importance  in  small  fruits  come  rasp- 
berries, blackberries,  grapes  and  currants,  with  which  another  quarter  of 
an  acre  might  be  stocked.  This  would  leave,  if  there  were  two  acres  at 
the  start,  an  acre  and  a  half  to  be  devoted  to  vegetables.  Of  this,  one- 
eighth  of  an  acre  might  be  devoted  to  asparagus  and  the  same  amount  to 
rhubarb,  beets  and  onions,  cabbage,  cauliflower  and  lettuce,  and  to 
celery  ;  cucumbers  and  melons,  tomatoes  and  beans  may  each  have  a 
quarter  of  an  acre,  while  one-eighth  of  an  acre  may  be  devoted  to  other 
things  not  provided  for.  The  cultivation  of  this  quantity  of  land  with 
such  crops,  together  with  the  care  of  greenhouse,  would  require  the  labor  of 
two  active  men  during  the  summer  months,  and  probably  some  part  of  the 
time  three,  but  in  winter  one  man  could  easily  do  it  all.  One  horse 
would  be  sufficient  for  cultivating  and  carting  manure,  etc.,  but  the  first 
plowing  of  the  land  in  spring  should  be  done  by  two  horses,  so  that  the 
work  may  be  done  deep  and  thoroughly.  I  go  into  these  details  merely 
to  show  that  in  small  towns  the  combined  culture  of  fruits,  flowers  and 
vegetables  can  be  more  profitably  carried  on  than  the  culture  of  either  by 
itself.  My  first  attempt  at  commercial  gardening  was  a  combination  of  the 
business  of  market  gardener  and  florist;  and  even  for  the  great  market  of 
New  York,  I  believe  it  was  more  profitably  conducted  than  if  each  had  been 
run  separately,  for  on  wet  or  stormy  days  when  they  could  not  work  in  the 
open  vegetable  grounds,  the  men  were  turned  into  the  greenhouses, 
where  their  labor  was  just  as  profitable  and  valuable  as  in  the  open  field. 
But  while  arguing  for  the  benefits  to  be  derived  from  this  combination 
of  the  several  departments  of  a  kindred  business,  let  it  be  distinctly 
understood  that  it  must  be  done  at  one  place,  so  that  all  can  be  under 
the  eye  of  the  owner. 

The  next  question  was,  "  What  warranty  against  diseased  Harrissii 
bulbs  should  be  required  by  purchasers  ?  " 

A  response  in  writing  by  Mr.  James  Dean,  of  Bay  Kidge,  1ST.  Y. 
was  here  presented  and  read  by  its  author.  It  was  followed  by  applause. 
The  paper  was  as  follows  : — 

The  cause  that  leads  to  the  asking  of  the  question,  "  What  warranty 
against  diseased  Harrissii  bulbs  should  be  required  by  the  purchaser,"  is 
one  that  all  florists  who  grow  Harrissii  lilies  are  interested  in.  The 
steady  increase  in  the  demand  for  the  bulbs,  with  the  limited  space  given 
to  their  cultivation  in  Bermuda  —  where  ninety  per  cent,  of  all  Harrissii 
bulbs  we  force  come  from —  the  planting  of  the  bulbs  on  the  same  ground 
for  several  years  in  succession,  that,  with  the  use  of  chemical  fertilizers, 
I  believe  to  be  largely  the  cause  of  so  weakening  the  bulbs  that  they  can- 
not stand  the  climatic  chauges  of  the  island. 

Many  of  the  growers  of  Bermuda  by  not  selecting  their  best  bulbs 
for  stock,  and  by  cutting  the  plants  down  while  in  bud  for  shipping 
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purposes,  also  by  digging  the  bulbs  often  before  they  are  ripe  to  be  first 
in  the  market,  arc  the  causes  that  have  weakened  the  bulbs  to  such  an 
extent,  that  I.  myself,  last  vear  destroyed  at  least  forty  per  cent,  of  all 
the  bulbs  potted,  including  both  Harrissii  and  Longiflorum  they  being  in 
such  a  condition  with  the  blight  or  disease  that  I  could  not  bring  them 
into  the  greenhouse  because  they  showed  the  disease  as  soon  as  the 
foliage  appeared  ai>ove  the  ground  ;  in  fact,  all  the  bulbs  I  grew  showed 
more  or  less  of  the  disease  on  the  flower  and  foliage. 

Every  dealer  in  the  trade  should  have  the  plants  inspected  by  a 
person  qualified  to  judge  of  the  health  of  the  plants  when  they  are  in 
ilo\w:i\  rejecting  all  stock  from  fields  where  the  grower  had  not  removed 
the  diseased  plants  and  destroyed  the  bulbs,  and  also  from  those  fields 
from  which  the  buds  had  been  cut  for  shipping  purposes.  If  some  such 
a  course  were  pursued  it  would  necessitate  the  growers  to  be  more 
careful  in  their  modes  of  cultivation,  and  would  enable  the  dealers  to 
guarantee  to  their  customers  freedom  to  a  large  extent  from  loss  by 
diseased  bulbs. 

Those  dealers  who  place  bulbs  on  the  market  without  inspection 
should  be  called  upon  to  pay  all  loss  the  florists  incur  from  diseased 
bulbs.  I  should  strongly  advise  all  florists  to  have  a  guarantee  from  the 
dealers  before  purchasing,  that  they  have  had  an  inspection  made  of  the 
lily  plants  while  they  were  in  flower  and  that  they  are  true  to  name  and 
free  from  disease  and  that  the  flower  buds  had  not  been  removed  from 
the  plants  for  commercial  purposes. 

Mr.  Dean  added:  I  would  be  glad,  gentlemen,  if  in  the  near  future 
we  should  cultivate  the  bulbs  in  our  own  land.  The  space  devoted  to 
the  cultivation  of  the  Harrissii  lily  in  Bermuda  is  limited,  and  I  do  not 
believe  you  can  rotate,  on  the  same  ground  without  this  disease.  We 
have  in  North  Carolina,  Virginia,  Georgia  and  in  California  and  several 
other  states,  just  the  climate  and  just  the  soil  that  are  requisite  ;  and  it 
is  singular  to  me  that  some  bright  young  man  has  not  started  in  that 
business  before  toda}r,  for  there  is  big  money  in  it  for  any  one  who  takes 
hold  of  it  and  does  the  right  thing. 

The  next  question  was,  "  Wanted,  a  remedy  for  the  aster  bug  on 
outside  summer  blooming  carnations." 

Mr.  William  Scott,  (responding  to  the  call  of  the  Chair),  expressed 
his  regret  that  he  was  unable  to  give  any  solution  of  the  question,  as  he 
did  not  know  just  to  what  it  alluded.  He  did  not  know  that  he  had  been 
troubled  with  it,  either  outside  or  inside.  He  had  been  troubled,  in  the 
summer  time,  by  a  little  slug  which  creeps  up  the  stem  of  the  carnations. 
This  was  in  the  houses,  not  in  the  fields.  It  makes  a  hole  in  the  calyx 
and  enters  the  bud,  scattering  the  petals. 

Mr.  P.  O'MARA  :  That  aster  bug  is  a  hard  fellow  to  tackle.  In  our 
trial  grounds  it  is  the  one  pest  above  all  that  we  have  feared ;  and  we 
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have  tried  everything,  I  believe,  from  Slug-shot  up  and  down.  About 
the  only  thing  we  have  found  to  have  any  effect  on  it  is  Persian  insect 
powder.  That  finally  succeeded  in  killing  the  bug  and  driving  him  away, 
but  by  that  time  the  plant  was  dead.     [Merriment.] 

The  next  question  was,  ""What  is  the  best  kind  of  microscope  to  buy 
for  florists'  use  ?  " 

President  Lonsdale,  after  an  interval  in  which  no  response  was 
made,  remarked  :  If  the  person  who  propounded  that  question  will 
write  to  Professor  J.  F.  Cowell,  of  Buffalo,  the  desired  information  will 
doubtless  be  furnished. 

The  nest  question  was,  "  Which  is  the  best  way  to  propagate 
Rhyncospermun  jasminoides  ?  " 

Mr.  P.  O'Mara  :  It  is  a  plant  with  which  I  have  been  familiar  all 
my  life.  We  have  always  grown  it  and  treated  it  as  a  greenhouse  plant. 
We  take  the  wood  that  has  ripened  and  cut  it  back  to  get  some  of  the 
ripened  wood  with  the  }roung  growth.  We  generally  strike  the  cuttings 
either  in  the  fall  or  in  the  winter  or  spring.  We  give  it  a  regular  green- 
house temperature  of,  say,  bottom  heat  seventy  or  seventy-five  and  top 
heat  sixty  to  sixty-five. 

The  next  question  was,  "Is  it  advisable  for  the  Society  to  prepare  a 
standard  color  chart  ?  " 

Mr.  P.  O'Mara  :  I  have  my  own  ideas  about  color,  as  every  one 
has,  and  am  always  ready  to  express  them  ;  but  I  hold  that  for  this 
Society  to  arrange  a  chart  of  colors  for  distribution  among  its  members 
is  little  short  of  nonsensical.  I  do  not  believe  that  two  per  cent,  of  the 
members  have  any  use  for  it.  I  do  not  see,  for  the  life  of  me,  where  it 
would  be  of  any  benefit.  It  might  be  of  benefit  to  the  people  who  have 
stores,  particularly  in  the  big  cities  where  they  probably  come  in  touch 
with  persons  who  consider  themselves  experts  in  color  ;  but  that  class  is 
exceedingly  small  in  our  membership.  They  are  either  too  far  above  us 
or  there  is  something  the  matter  with  us,  for  they  do  not  come  near  us. 

Mr.  John  Westcott,  of  Philadelphia,  commended  Blanc's  chart  and 
his  numbering  of  colors  as  embodying  a  first-class  idea.  He  said  that 
that  gentleman,  after  going  to  a  great  deal  of  trouble  aud  expense,  had 
found  another  chart  in  the  field,  which  was  on  the  same  line  as  his  own. 
The  speaker  suggested  that  if  the  one  gotten  up  by  The  American  Florist 
was  to  be  supplied  gratuitously.  Mr.  Blanc  would  be  unable  to  sell  his 
chart,  though  it  was  really  the  more  complete  one.  He  thought  it  would 
be  futile  for  the  Society  of  American  Florists  to  incur  the  expense  of 
getting  up  a  chart  when  anybody  in  want  of  one  could  procure  Blanc's  at 
small  expense. 
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Mr.  P.  O'Mara  :  As  an  illustration  of  how  these  color  charts  are 
regarded  I  will  say  this.  About  a  week  ago  1  had  three  of  them  in  my 
hands,  one  made  of  silk,  another  made  by  the  gentlemen  named  by  Mr. 
Westcott,  and  the  third  from  another  source.  They  were  inspected  by  a 
group  of  five  or  six  gentlemen,  some  of  whom  were  engaged  in  other 
than  the  florists'  trade.  Each  one  of  us  had  his  own  opinion  of  a 
particular  color,  and  we  finally  concluded  that  either  our  eyes  were  wrong 
or  the  charts  were  wrong,  one  or  the  other.  I  think  that  if  the  Society 
of  American  Florists  would  make  another  chart  we  would  only  add  to  the 
confusion. 

Mr.  E.  A.  Wood  :  I  do  not  quite  agree  with  my  friend  Mr.  O'Mara, 
in  his  statement  that  only  the  store  people  are  interested  in  this  matter. 
When  a  carnation  is  advertised  and  sent  out  as  of  a  certain  color,  I  would 
like  to  have  a  chait  by  which  I  can  determine  the  color  authoritatively. 
There  is  not  a  florist  here  who  would  not  call  the  color  of  the  Daybreak 
carnation  a  flesh-pink,  but  when  compared  with  the  American  Florist's 
color  chart,  the  color  of  the  Daybreak  is  no  more  like  flesh-pink  than 
black  is  like  white.  At  the  rate  at  which  new  varieties  are  coming  out  I 
think  an  authority  on  color  is  needed,  so  that,  when  a  carnation  is 
advertised,  a  man  can  put  it  beside  the  color  in  the  chart  and  state 
that  carnation  So-and-so  is,  say,  "No.  29."  I  do  not  care  then  what 
color  it  is  called,  for  I  kuow  what  the  color  is  and  the  florists  of  the 
country  know  what  the  color  is  ;  it  is  "  No.  29." 

Mr.  O'Mara,  replying  to  Mr.  Wood,  said  he  knew  from  that  gentle- 
man's business  experience,  he  would  not  buy  a  carnation  without  having 
seen  it ;  and  the  chart  would  not  help  him  much.  He  then  referred  to 
the  comparatively  little  worth  of  the  chart  on  account  of  the  colors  not 
being  stable  and  being  likely  to  fade. 

Mr.  Chas.  K.  Wilson,  of  Union  City,  Pa.,  remarked  that  he  thought 
a  color  chart  unreliable,  as  it  was  impossible  to  exactly  reproduce  by  the 
use  of  paints,  the  exquisitely  delicate  colors  of  natural  flowers. 

The  next  question  was  :  "  Are  houses  built  with  short  span  to  the 
south  as  serviceable  and  as  satisfactory  for  the  growing  of  cut-flowers  as 
those  built  with  short  span  to  the  north  ?     If  not,  why  not  ?  " 

Mr. William  Scott:  Experience  convinces  me  there  is  not  the  slight- 
est advantage  in  a  house  built  with  the  short  span  to  the  south.  There 
may  be  an  advantage  in  it  in  southern  latitudes,  or  perhaps  in  Philadel- 
phia or  Washington,  but  in  our  climate,  where  we  have  a  great  deal  of 
snow,  it  is  of  no  earthly  advantage.  I  have  had  a  fair  opportunity  to 
demonstrate  that  with  carnations  ;  they  have  been  run  in  the  same  soil, 
the  same  variety,  with  the  same  help  and  the  same  everything,  except 
the  exposure.     The  equal  span  houses  have  been  altogether  the  most 
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satisfactory.  Two  rose  growers  in  the  Dominion  of  Canada,  Mr.  Dunlap, 
of  Toronto,  and  Mr.  Dale,  of  Brampton,  Ontario  (and  no  more  successful 
rose  growers  live  on  this  continent) ,  are  great  advocates  of  the  short  span 
to  the  south.  They  built  last  year  several  such  houses  three  hundred  and 
li  fty  feet  long,  and  they  swear  by  them;  but  they  forget  that  they  have  en- 
tirely new  houses  when  they  are  comparing  them  with  the  old-fashioned 
houses,  that  is,  with  the  long  span  to  the  south.  With  all  the  advantages 
of  the  new  houses  I  did  not  see  that  the  roses  were  a  whit  better.  After 
thinking  over  it  a  great  deal,  it  is  my  humble  opinion  that  the  equal  span 
is  the  house. 

Mr.  W.  F.  Gude  said  that  in  his  experience,  while  he  had  not  com- 
pared it  side  by  side  with  the  other,  as  Mr.  Scott  had  done,  he  had  found 
the  single  span  house,  on  a  level,  the  more  profitable  and  better  house  to 
manage. 

The  next  question  was  :  "  How  can  we  best  promote  the  purposes 
for  which  the  Society  of  American  Florists  was  organized  ?  " 

Mr.  P.  O'Mara  :  Let  every  member  of  the  Society  attend  every 
convention.     [Merriment.] 

The  next  question  was  :  "Is  the  mail  trade  in  plants  on  the  decline, 
and  if  so,  why  ?  " 

Mr.  Grove  P.  Rawson  remarked  that  as  there  were  so  many  new 
florists  in  the  rural  districts,  compared  with  the  trade  formerly,  and  as 
rates  were  cheap,  the  flower  lovers  bought  their  plants  more  at  home. 

Mr.  W.  F.  Gude  said  that  when  in  Philadelphia  on  one  occasion 
about  Easter  time,  he  had  been  informed  by  a  florist  whom  he  met,  that 
the  mail  business  of  the  firm  with  which  that  gentleman  was  connected 
had  grown  wonderfully. 

President  Lonsdale  remarked  that  he  could  corroborate  the  state- 
ment of  Mr.  Gude,  as  to  the  increased  mail  trade  of  the  Philadelphia 
firm  referred  to,  and  that  he  thought  an  explanation  of  it  was  to  be  found 
in  judicious  advertising. 

The  "  Question  Box  "  was  here  found  to  be  empty. 

THE    NATIONAL    CHARTER. 

Mr.  James  Dean  :  I  move  that  the  committee  having  in  charge  the 
securing  of  our  National  Charter  be  continued  in  power. 

Mr.  P.  O'Mara  seconded  the  motion,  and  it  was  adopted  without 
objection. 
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FINAL    RESOLUTIONS. 

Mr.  H.  B.  BEATTYj  for  the  Committee  on  Final  Resolutions,  pre- 
sented and  read  the  report  of  that  committee.    The  report  was  as  follows: — 

The  Committee  on  Final  Resolutions  beg  leave  to  submit  (he  follow- 
ing report : 

Whereas,  The,  florists  and  pitizens  of  the  good  cities  of  Pittsburgh 
and  Allegheny  have  honored  our  Society  by  extending  to  us  the  most 
cordial  hospitality,  and  have  entertained  us  in  a  most  royal  manner  ; 
therefore, 

Besolved,  That  this  Society  takes  pleasure  in  returning  the  heartfelt 
thanks  of  each  member  for  the  enjoyment  received. 

Besolved,  That  we  specially  thank  worthy  Mayor  McKenna,  of  Pitts- 
burgh, for  his  hearty  welcome,  and  for  the  freedom  of  the  city  so  kindly 
proffered. 

Besolved,  That  to  the  Florists'  and  Gardeners'  Club,  of  Pittsburgh 
and  Allegheny,  and  especially  its  honored  president,  Mr.  A.  W.  Bennett, 
and  his  associates  in  office,  we  owe  a  debt  of  gratitude  for  their  assist- 
ance in  the  transaction  of  business  pertaining  to  our  Society,  for  the 
magnificent  decorations  of  our  most  beautiful  meeting  place,  and  for  the 
manifold  labors  which  have  watched  over  our  comfort,  and  have  made 
our  stay  one  round  of  pleasure;  and  on  behalf  of  the  ladies  we  most 
heartily  thank  our  brother  florists  for  their  kind  attention  to  the  comfort 
and  pleasure  of  the  visiting  ladies . 

Besolved,  That  the  press  of  Pittsburgh  is  entitled  to  our  cordial 
thanks  for  its  accurate  reports  of  the  proceedings  of  this  Convention. 

Besolved,  That  our  special  thanks  are  due  to  the  Philadelphia  Ledger 
and  its  capable  representative,  Mrs.  Starr,  for  its  enterprise  and  kindness 
in  reporting  the  proceedings  of  this  Convention. 

Besolved,  That  we,  visiting  florists,  will  take  home  with  us  a  better 
knowledge  and  more  favorable  opinion  of  your  wonderful  cities  ;  that  we 
are  made  better  by  our  association  with  you,  and  as  years  roll  by  there 
will  ever  be  retained  in  our  memories  fond  recollections  of  Pittsburgh 
and  Allegheny,  her  hospitable  florists  and  kind  citizens. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

J.  M.  Jordan. 
H.  B.  Beatty. 
Elijah  A.  Wood. 

The  report  was  adopted  unanimously. 

Adjourned. 


FOURTH  DAY  —  ENTERTAINMENT. 

In  accordance  with  the  program  of  Friday,  the  members  of  the 
Society  of  American  Florists  and  their  ladies  were  guests  of  the  Pitts- 
burgh and  Allegheny  Florists'  and  Gardeners'  Club,  on  a  steamboat 
excursion  up  the  Mouongahela  river  to  the  great  steel  works  at  Home- 
stead and  other  points.  The  capacious  steam  barge  Dacotah,  chartered 
for  the  occasion,  was  handsomely  decorated  with  evergreen  foliage  and 
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the   national   colors.     Music,   dancing   and   refreshments  were  enjoyed 
during  the  trip. 

Upon  arriving  at  Homestead,  the  visitors  inspected  the  different  sec- 
tions of  the  immense  plant  of  the  Carnegie  Steel  Company,  where  three 
thousand  five  hundred  men  are  employed.  Here  they  were  shown  the 
various  processes  of  converting  iron  into  steel.  They  made  a  tour  through 
the  32-inch  slab  mill,  the  119-inch  pla'te  mill,  the  converting  mill  (in 
which  the  Bessemer  process  was  seen), the  blooming  mill  and  the  armor- 
plate  department,  in  which  the  iron  plates  manufactured  for  the  United 
States  government  are  tested.  In  the  specialties  of  bridge  work  and 
armor-plating  for  the  government,  the  Homestead  mills  are  taxed  to  their 
fullest  capacity  with  ordei'S  on  hand. 

A  TESTIMONIAL  TO  PRESIDENT  LONSDALE. 

The  important  event  of  the  day  and  one  of  the  most  memorable  of 
the  many  pleasant  incidents  of  the  eleventh  annual  meeting  occurred  on 
the  return  trip.  This  was  the  presentation  to  President  Lonsdale  of  a 
gold  watch  and  chain,  as  a  testimonial  of  appreciation  of  his  zealous  and 
energetic  labors  for  the  welfare  of  the  organization,  and  his  efficient  ser- 
vices as  its  presiding  officer,  and  of  a  small  silver  pitcher  as  a  memento 
for  Mrs.  Lonsdale.  The  presentation  was  made  in  the  dancing  pavilion, 
where  the  members  of  the  Society,  with  their  older  associates  in  the 
centre,  assembled  in  a  circle  around  Mr.  Lonsdale,  and  surprised  that 
gentleman  with  a  sudden  outburst  of  cheers  in  his  honor. 

Mr.  E.  A.  Wood,  of  Denver,  Col.,  was  the  spokesman  for  the  donors. 
Addressing  Mr.  Lonsdale  he  said  : 

My  Bear  Friend,  — Wheu  the  Society  of  American  Florists  was  first 
formed  }-ou  were  among  its  earliest  members.  Little  do  the  florists  of 
this  country  realize  how  much  they  owe  to  those  early  members  of  the 
Society  of  American  Florists.  We  all  know  what  it  was  to  go  into  a 
greenhouse  fifteen  or  eighteen  years  ago  and  ask  a  florist  to  tell  us  how 
to  ™vow  this  or  how  to  grow  that.  He  simply  winked  his  eye  and  said  : 
"  Oh,  that's  my  secret !  "  But  with  the  formation  of  the  Society  of 
American  Florists  there  came  forth  a  new  class  of  men  in  the  business, 
who  were  willing  to  disseminate  the  knowledge  to  acquire  which  they 
had  worked  for  years. 

You  think  perhaps  that  we  have  honored  you  ;  but  we  recognize 
that  you  have  honorecl  us.  Those  who  have  had  the  pleasure  of  attend- 
ing our  conventions  have  gone  home  filled  with  enthusiasm;  and  I  can 
say  that  no  man  has  done  more  than  you  have  to  inspire  young  men  in 
our  business  with  that  feeling  of  emulation  which  leads  to  excellence. 
When  the}r  have  met  you,  shaken  your  hand  and  asked  how  this  or  that 
was  done,  they  have  received  valuable  information,  cheerfully  given,  and 
they  have  gone  home  to  work  to  see  if  they  could  not  ultimately  become 
as  proficient  as  you  are. 

My  friend,  we  have  watched  your  career,  we  have  watched  it  through 
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this  Convention,  and  we  think  you  need  watching.  The  sessions  of  the 
Convention  were  not  ealled  occasionally  quite  on  time  ;  you  may  have 
had  Philadelphia  time  ;  perhaps  you  did  not  have  any.  President 
Lonsdale,  I  have  been  delegated  to  present  to  you  this  little  token  of  the 
esteem  which  your  many  friends  in  the  Society  of  American  Florists 
entertain  for  you. 

(The  testimonial  was  here  presented  amid  great  cheering,  followed 
by  the  chorus  of  "He  is  a  jolly  good  fellow.") 

President  Loxsdale  replied  in  a  voice  tremulous  with  emotion  : 
My  dear  friends,  I  wish  I  could  find  words  in  which  to  express  my 
feelings  at  this  moment,  but  I  cannot.  Mr.  Wood  had  said  some  very 
kind  words  about  me,  more  than  I  deserve.  I  have  only  done  my  duty, 
and  what  little  I  have  done  has  been  done  cheerfully.  All  that  I  can  say 
now  to  you  is,  God  bless  you  all.  I  thank  you.  [Cheers  and 
congratulations.] 

Mr.  Wood  here  again  gave  expression  to  the  sentiment  of  the  donors 
as  follows  :  Mr.  Lonsdale,  we  acknowledge  that  we  are  robbers  ;  we 
have  robbed  you  of  your  time  continually.  You  have  been  so  accustomed 
to  making  sacrifices  for  our  benefit  that  often  you  have  not  had  time  to 
make  the  little  purchases  that,  from  time  to  time,  you  desired  to  make 
for  the  loved  ones  at  home.  When  you  have  gone  to  get  some  little 
things  for  them,  some  one  of  us  has  taken  you  by  the  collar  and  said, 
"  Ned,  I  want  to  talk  to  you  ;  "  and  the  consequence  was  that  when  you 
reached  the  store  for  which  you  had  started,  you  found  it  closed.  Those 
who  have  been  close  to  you  well  know,  as  I  do,  that,  during  our 
conventions,  your  thoughts  have  reverted  to  those  at  home  and  who  had 
not  been  able  to  accompany  you  ;  and  I  well  remember  that  on  one 
occasion  a  request  which  you  received  by  mail  from  one  of  your  little 
daughters  was  coupled  with  the  condition,  "  If  you  only  have  time."  It 
was  not  that  you  forget  them  at  home,  your  will  was  good  enough,  but 
the  trouble  was  that  we  robbed  }rou  of  the  time  you  would  otherwise  have 
spent  in  procuring  little  mementoes  for  the  gratification  of  Mrs.  Lonsdale 
and  the  children.  Xow  I  want  to  assure  you  that  we  have  not  forgotten 
them.  We  have  had  consideration  not  only  for  you  but  for  the  lady  who 
is  your  partner  through  life's  journey.  We  desire  to  send,  with  you,  to 
your  home  the  little  gift  which  I  now  present  to  you. 

President  Lousdale,  (upon  receiving  the  silver  pitcher),  briefly 
reiterated  his  thanks  and  again  expressed  his  regret  that  he  was  unable 
to  formulate  them  in  eloquent  words. 

"  Uxcle  John-  "  Thorpe,  ex-Chief  of  the  Floricultural  Department 
at  the  World's  Fair,  here  asked  the  privilege  of  saying  a  few  words.  He 
continued  :  Some  twelve  years  ago,  when  the  Society  of  American 
Florists  was  in  embryo,  I  met  our  neighbor,  Mr.  Lonsdale,  at  Rochester; 
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and  iu  the  hotel  there  we  talked  about  the.  possibility  of  a  National  Society. 
It  was  one  of  those  visionary  things  that  did  not  at  that  moment  take  any 
form  as  to  what  we  would  do.  The  time  went  along  for  two  years  and, 
after  a  good  deal  of  consultation  and  consideration,  the  project  took 
shape.  Upon  coming  from  Chicago  to  Philadelphia,  at  that  time,  I 
remember  well  of  meeting  Mr.  Lonsdale.  I  said  to  him,  "  Ned,  I  want 
you  to  give  all  the  support  you  can  to  the  organization  of  the  National 
Society."  He  replied,  "  I  will  do  it  ;  what  is  yours  is  mine,  what  is  mine 
is  yours."  I  remember  that  as  plainly  as  I  remember  anything.  We 
have  seen  the  result.  At  that  time  "Our  Ned"  was  not  as  broad  nor 
quite  as  thick  as  he  is  now  but  he  had  all  the  enthusiasm  and  all  the 
ability  that  have  since  helped  to  make  this  Society  of  ours  a  success. 
We  see  today  the  proof  of  his  quality  in  the  work  he  has  done.  No 
member,  no  individual  anywhere,  I  think,  has  done  as  much  work  for  us 
as  has  our  friend  Lonsdale. 

Here  the  formal  speaking  ceased  and  the  audience  took  a  look  at  the 
beautiful  gifts  in  Mr.  Lonsdale's  possession.  The  inscription  on  the  watch 
is  in  these  words,  "  Presented  to  Edwin  Lonsdale  by  his  friends,  S.  A.  F. 
Pittsburgh,  August  22, 1895.  An  appropriate  inscription  also  appears  on 
the  silver  pitcher. 

The  steamboat  excursion  included  a  visit  to  Davis  Island  Dam  and 
other  points  of  interest. 

AVILLIAM  J.  STEWART, 

Secretary. 
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After  adjournment  on  the  evening  of  the  third  day,  the  following 
telegram  was  received  :  — 

Nashville,  Tenn.,  August  22, 1895. 
Edwin  Lonsdale,  President  Society  of  American  Florists,  Pittsburgh, 
Pa., —  Nashville  Chamber  Commerce,  Centennial  Exposition,  Mayor  and 
City  Council  beg  you  to  hold  your  next  Convention  in  Nashville  during 
our  Centennial  year,  ninetv-six. 

A.  W.  Wills. 

A  reply  was  sent  as  follows  :  — 

Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  August  22, 1S95. 
A.  W.  Wills,  Esq.,  Nashville,  Term.,  —  Society  of  American  Florists 
had  already  chosen  Cleveland  for  1896,  when  your  telegram  came.     Ex- 
press deep  appreciation  of  honor  conferred  by  the  Nashville  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  Centennial  Exposition,  Mayor  and  City  Council. 

Edwin  Lonsdale,  President. 
Wm.  J.  Stewart,  Secretary. 


REPORTS  OF  EXHIBITION  COMMITTEES. 


florists'  supplies. 

A.  Herrmann,  New  York,  certificate  of  merit  for  Metal  Designs. 

H.  Bayersdorfer  &  Co.,  Philadelphia,  certificate  of  merit  for  General 
Florists'  Supplies. 

Daniel  B.  Long,  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  certificate  of  merit  for  Floral  Pho- 
tographs. 

M.  Bice  &  Co.,  Philadelphia,  honorable  mention  for  General  Florists' 
Supplies. 

L.  B.  Brague,  Hinsdale,  Mass.,  honorable  mention  for  exhibit  of 
Ferns,  Mosses  and  Greens.     Useful  to  the  trade. 

Cordley'&  Hayes,  New  York,  honorable  mention  for  Indurated  Fibre 
Vases,  Saucers,  etc.     Useful  to  the  trade. 

Edwards  &  Docker,  Philadelphia,  honorable  mention  for  Waterproof 
Paper  Flower  Boxes. 
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NT.    Slrffens,   New   York,   highly  commended   for   exhibit   of  Wire 
Designs. 

W.  C.  Krick,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  exhibit  of  Immortelle   Letters  and 
Designs. 

Dayton  Paper  Novelty  Company,  exhibit  of  Folding  Paper  Box. 

Thomas  Cartledge. 
Wm.  Scott. 
L.  E.  Baylis. 


PLANTS. 

Your  committee  have  examined  plants  exhibited,  and  beg  to  submit 
the  following  awards  :  — 

H.  A.  Dreer,  Biverton,  N.  J.,   certificate   of  merit  for  well  grown 
Palms  and  Ferns  for  florists'  use. 

Chas.  D.  Ball,  Holmesburg,  Phila.,  certificate  of  merit  for  well  grown 
Palms  and  Dracaenas  for  decorative  purposes. 

Pitcher  &  Manda,  Short  Hills,  N.  J.,  certificate  of  merit  for  exhibit 
of  Orchids,  Araucarias,  Stove-plauts  and  Ferns  for  florists'  use. 

W.  A.  Manda,  South  Orange,  1ST.  J.,  certificate    of   merit  for   new 
Adiantum  capillus-veneris  imbricatum. 

Kobert  Craig,  Philadelphia,  certificate  of  merit  for  exhibit  of  highly 
colored  Crotons  and  other  Decorative  Plants. 

D.  B.  Long,  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  honorable  mention  for  "  Kisley  Flats  " 
Smilax  Plants. 

W.  A.  Manda,  South  Orange,  N.  J.,  highly  commended  for  collec- 
tion of  Palms  for  florists'  use. 

Strauss  &  Co.,  Washington,  D.  C,  highly  commended  for  exhibit  of 
plants  of  New  "California"  Violet. 

Myers  &  Samtmau,  Wyndmoor,  Philadelphia,  highly  commended  for 
well  grown  plants  of  Carnations,  Delia  Fox  and  Annie  Lonsdale. 

Wm.  Nicholson. 
Peter  Macdonald. 
John  Curwen,  Jr. 


bulbs  and  seeds. 
J.  C.  Vaughan,  Chicago  and  New  York,   honorable  mention   for 
display  of  bulbs. 

W.  A.  Manda,  South  Orange,  N.  J.,  honorable  mention  for  display 
of  bulbs. 

E.  G.  Gillett. 
C.  B.  Whitnall. 
Henry  Dailledouze. 


APPENDIX,  in 

I  [JT-FLOWERS. 

We,  the  undersigned  committee  on  cut-iiovvers,  respectfully  submit 
the  following  recommendations  : 

Cushman  Gladiolus  Co.,  Euclid,  Ohio,  certificate  of  merit  for  seed- 
ling Xo.  1 .  Gladiolus. 

Cushman  Gladiolus  Co.,  honorable  mention  for  collection  of  seedling 
Gladioli. 

Ellwanger    &     Barry,    Rochester,   N.   Y.,   honorable    mention    for 
collection  of  Hardy  Phloxes. 

The  seedling  Cannas  sent  by  M.  P.  Dulty,  Zanesville,  O.,  were  too 
much  damaged  to  pass  upon. 

Canna  Mrs.  A.  Herthel,  exhibited  by  Win.  Scbray,  St.  Louis,  Mo., 
not  considered  distinct  enough  to  merit  special  mention. 

David  Rust. 
Henry   C.  Rath. 
Geo.  A.  Sutherland. 


GREENHOUSE   APPLIANCES   AND   FLOWER   POTS. 

Quaker  City  Machine  Works,  Richmond,  Ind.,  certificate  of  merit 
for  "  Challenge  "  Ventilating  Apparatus. 

Pittsburgh  Clay  Mfg.  Co.,  New  Brighton,  Pa.,  certificate  of  merit 
for  Standard  Flower  Pots. 

C.   H.   Joosten,   New  York,  certificate   of  merit  for  Bellows  for 
distributing  insect  powder,  recently  improved. 

Peterson  &  Rambo,  Collingdale,  Del.  Co.,  Pa.,  certificate  of  merit 
lor  Soil  Sifter. 

J.  D.  Carmody,  Evansville,  Ind.,  certificate  of  merit  for  exhibit  of 
different  patterns  of  Malleable  Iron  Sash  Hinges. 

Detroit  Flower  Pot  Manufactory,  Detroit,  Mich.,  honorable  mention 
for  Standard  Flower  Pots. 

A.   Q.    Wolf    &    Bro.,    Dayton,   O.,    honorable    mention    for    the 
"  Champion"  Automatic  Cable  Ventilator. 

J.  J.  Styer. 

J.  W.  C.  Deake. 

Alex.  Montgomery. 


boilers  and  heating  apparatus. 

Herendeen  Mfg.  Co.,  Geneva,  N.  Y.,  Cast  Iron  Boiler  for  steam, 
and  Cast  Iron  Sectional  Boiler,  for  hot  water. 

It  does  not  appear  to  your  committee  that  the  boiler  exhibited  is 
essentially  improved  or  altered  from  their  exhibit  of  the  previous  year, 
which  was  granted  a  certificate  of  merit  at  that  time  by  this  Society. 

J.  M.  Jordan. 
W.  N.  Rudd. 
Jas.  Dean. 
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MISCELLANEOUS   EXHIBITS. 

F.  O.  Pierce  &  Co.,  170  Fulton  St.,  New  York,  certificate  of  merit 
for  "  Mastica"  and  Mastica  Glazing  Machine. 

The  Worcester  Wire  Co.,  Worcester,  Mass.,  certificate  of  merit  for 
"Excelsior"'  Carnation  Support. 

Jos.  A.  Manda,  South  Orange,  N.  J.,  certificate  of  merit  for 
Celluloid  Labels. 

Jos.  A.  Manda,  honorable  mention  for  Orchid  Baskets. 

Deming  &  Co.,  Salem,  O.,  honorable  mention  for  "Galloway" 
Knapsack  Sprayer  with  Weed  Kerosene  attachment,  "  Peerless  "  and 
"Success"  garden  and  spray  Pump,  "Improved  Gem"  with  bucket 
attachment  and  Bordeaux  Spray  Nozzle. 

John  C.  Meyer  &  Co.,  Boston,  Mass.,  honorable  mention  for 
"  Silkaline"  for  stringing  smilax. 

Benj.  Chase,  Derry,  N.  H.,  honorable  mention  for  Wood  Labels. 

C.  H.  Joosten,  New  York,  honorable  mention  for  "  Fostite  "  and 
Magazine  Bellows, 

J.  E.  Blackmore,  Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  highly  commended  for  "Asbestine" 
cold  water  paint. 

T.  H.  Nevin  Co.,  Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  highly  commended  for  Green- 
house Putty. 

Robt.  L.  Merwin  &  Co.,  88  Wall  St.,  New  York,  exhibit  Albert's 
Highly  Concentrated  Manure.  It  is  recommended  that  this  committee  be 
authorized  to  test  this  fertilizer  and  report  results  next  year. 

John  White. 
Theo.  E.  Edwards. 
H.  A.  Hart. 


Report  of  Meeting  of  the  Florists'  Hail  association. 


Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  August  21, 1895. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Association  was  held  in  the  Convention 
Hall,  at  3  o'clock  r.  m.  ;  President  Jordan  in  the  chair  ;  John  G.  Esler, 
Secretary. 

Messrs.  Wm.  Scott  and  John  T.  Temple  were  re-elected  as  members 
of  the  Board  of  Directors  for  three  years,  their  term  of  one  year  having 
expired. 

An  amendment  to  the  By-laws,  recommended  by  the  Board  of  Direc- 
tors was  adopted  after  discussion,  as  follows  : 

Article  XII.,  Section  5  :  "A  printed  copy  of  such  amendments  to 
these  By-laws  as  may  be  suggested  by  the  Board  of  Directors  shall  be 
mailed  to  each  member  of  the  Association,  thirty  days  before  the  annual 
meeting  of  the  Florists'  Hail  Association  ;  and  each  member  may  vote 
by  proxy  at  such  annual  meeting  upon  the  same." 

The  following  reports  of  the  Secretary  and  Treasurer  were  read  and 
adopted  : 

secretary's  report. 

The  membership  of  the  Florists'  Hail  Association,  of  America,  was 
634  in  good  standing  on  August  1st,  1895. 

The  risks  carried  on  that  date  amounted  to  an  equivalent  of  an  in- 
surance upon  7,489,312  square  feet  of  glass,  divided  as  follows  :  On 
2,440,984  square  feet  of  thick  glass  ;  on  3,652,430  square  feet  of  double- 
thick  glass  ;  an  extra  one-half  insurance  upon  77,757  square  feet  of 
single,  and  218,676  square  feet  of  double-thick  glass  ;  an  extra  whole  in- 
surance upon  444,618  square  feet  of  single,  and  upon  803,074  square  feet 
double-thick  glass. 

The  reserve  fund  consists  of  $4,000,  invested  in  bonds,  and  $94.39 
cash  in  hands  of  Treasurer,  uninvested.  The  amount  in  emergency  fund 
was  $2,944.97  cash  in  bank.  No  assessment  has  been  levied  during  the 
past  year.  The  Treasurer  has  collected  $171.25  interest  on  bonds,  which 
now  appears  in  emergency  fund  statement. 

The  expenditures  for  the  year  have  been  $753.23  for  stationery, 
salary  of  officers,  advertising  and  all  other  necessary  expenses.  The  sum 
of  $1,689.96  has  been  paid  to  members  for  losses. 

Twenty-four  thousand  seven  hundred  and  forty-four  square  feet  of 
single-thick,  and  six  thousand  five  hundred  and  fifty-two  square  feet  of 
double-thick  glass  belonging  to  members  have  been  broken  during  the 
year  by  hail.  Of  single-thick,  one  square  foot  out  of  every  98  rWA3  and 
double-thick,  one  square  foot  out  of  every  557  f^  insured  was  broken. 
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Your  Secretary  has  been  able  to  locate  forty-five  hail  storms  in  seven- 
teen different  states  during  the  past  year,  and  the  especial  feature  has 
been  the  series  of  violent  storms  east  of  the  Allegheny  mountains,  from 
which  the  Florists'  Hail  Association  escaped  serious  loss,  because  very 
many  of  those  who  suffered  believed  the  "  hail  belt"  was  located  farther 
west. 

In  conclusion,  it  is  well  to  state  that  notwithstanding  financial  depres- 
sion, the  Florists'  Hail  Association  has  made  its  usual  percentage  of 
increase,  and  your  Secretary  has  knowledge  that  very  many  of  its  mem- 
bers are  actively  engaged  in  urging  their  friends  to  join  the  Association, 
which  fact  will  no  doubt  lead  to  a  largely  increased  membership  during 

the  coming  year. 

John  G.  Esler,  Secretary. 

treasurer's  report. 
During  the  past  year  two  persons  have  officiated  as  treasurer,  as  will 
be  seen  by  the  following  report  : 

Cash  on  hand  reported  by  J.  G.  Esler,  Aug.  1,  1894,  $5,200.15 
Cash  received  by  J.  G.  Esler  to  Oct.  10,  1894,  .        141.31 


s.-,.:U1.46 


DISBURSEMENTS   BY   J.    G.    ESLER 

Expressage  on  bonds  from  Terre  Haute 

Loss  of  B.  Jacobs      .... 

J.  M.  Jordan,  for  extra  services 

American  Florist,  for  advertising 

Loss  of  A.  H.  Bailey 

Re-adjustment  of  loss  of  Arthur  Thornhill 

A.  T.  De  Le  Mare  Printing  and  Publishing  Co.,  1,400 

letter  heads  ..... 
American  Florist,  advertising     . 
Loss  of  A.  S.  McBean 
Loss  of  Mangelsdorf  Bros.  &  Co. 

Loss  of  Hall  Bros 

Loss  of  J.  F.  Marshell 

Loss  of  J.  W.  Margrave  &  Co.  . 

Cash  transferred  by  Treas.  J.    G.  Esler  to  Treas 

A.  M.  Herr 


s±25 
13.25 
25.00 
1.9G 
7.35 
20.55 

10.90 

14.00 

2.96 

9.13 

5.76 

11.25 

13.50 

5,203.60 


$5,341.46 


Treasurer's  statement,  October  20,  1894,  to  August  1,  1895 
Received  from  J.  G.  Esler $5,203.60 


Received  for  re-insurance 

Received  for  new  insurance 

Received  for  additional  insurance       .         .         .         . 
Received  for  interest  on  bonds 

DISBURSEMENTS. 

A.  T.  De    La  Mare  Printing  and   Publishing   Co., 

200  letter  circulars 

Loss  of  W.  L.  Morris 

J.  G.  Esler,  services  as  treasurer        . 

Carried  forward 


22.01 

i;«;7.06 

308.77 
151.25 
$6,352.69 


$6.72 

235.56 

20.00 


$262.28 
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Brought  forward  .... 

H.  B.  Beatty,  membership  in  F.  1'.  A. 

Hackensack  Republican,  envelopes   . 

One  Orville  Twp.    Road  Bond,   Reserve  Fund  in 
vestment       . 

Albert  M.  Herr,  trausfer  of  books  and  sundries 

Lancaster  Trust  Co.,  rent  for  safe  deposit  box  . 

A.  T.  De  La  Mare   Printing  and  Publishing   Co.. 
1000  constitutions  and  600  letter  heads 

Banking  and  Insurance  Dept.,  of  N".  J.,  riling  state- 
ment      

One  Orville  Twp.  Road  Bond,  Reserve  Fund  invest- 
ment      

Geo.  S.  Duryea,  commissioner  of  insurance 

Florists'  Exchange,  advertising 

J.  G.  Esler,  postage  and  sundries 

A.  T.  De  La  Mare  Printing  and   Publishing   Co. 
•j.000  circulars       ...... 

Loss  of  C.  W.  Sherfoy 

A.  T.  De  La  Mare  Printing  and  Publishing  Co.,  300 
applications 

Loss  of  J.  H.  Parker 

Loss  of  John  Ederer  &  Son       .... 

Loss  of  Mrs.  S.  E.  Luther  ..... 

Loss  of  M.  J.  Coventry  &  Son  .... 

Loss  of  X.  S.  Griffiths 

Loss  of  Button  Bros.  ...... 

Loss  of  Charles  Faust 

Loss  of  AVm.  Horlecker      ..... 

A.  T.  De  La  Mare  Printing  and  Publishing  Co.,  dup 
licate  applications 

Loss  of  John  House 

Loss  of  Lake  Geneva  Floral  Co. 

Loss  of  Chapin  Bros.  ..... 

Market  St.  Printing  House,  envelopes 

Loss  of  A.  Donaghue  ..... 

Loss  of  Salter  Bros 

Loss  of  Brown  &  Canfield  .... 

Hackensack  Republican,  envelopes    . 

Loss  of  Mrs.  Mary  E.  Eaton      .... 

J.  M.  Jordan,  postage  and  sundries    . 

J.  G.  Esler,  salary  as  secretaiw  .... 

Loss  of  Southside  Floral  Co.      • 

Albert  M.  Herr,  salary  as  treasurer,  and  postage 

Lose  of  R.  Davis  &  Son 

■T.  M.  Jordan,  salary  as  president 

Loss  of  Schmalz  &  Huber  . 

Florists'  Exchange,  advertising 

J.  G.  Esler,  postage     . 

Loss  of  Geo.  W.  Trowbridge 

Loss  of  Margaret  F.  Hopkins 

Loss  of  Herbert  E.  Forbes 

Loss  of  J.  G.  &  A.  Esler   . 

Loss  of  Lake  Geneva  Floral  Co 

Total  amount  of  re-insurance 

Balance  in  bank  . 


5.00 
5.00 

500.00 
7.95 
5.00 

18.50 

1.00 

508.00 

20.00 

7.00 

17.18 

6.50 
11.40 

3.75 

3.44 

60.61 

28.52 

35.52 

479.55 

8.67 

9.89 

17.65 

2.62 

59.16 

36.71 

50.88 

4.25 

39.09 

61.81 

15.00 

3.50 

5.60 

11.25 

400.00 

14.91 

84.65 

140.05 

50.00 

4.28 

6.50 

12.75 

29.42 

12.79 

45.63 

162.42 

15.64 

22.01 

3,039.36 


S6,352.69 
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The  Reserve  investments  consist  of  : 

One  5  per  cent.  Lake  View  bond  for         .         .         .  $500.00 

One  4  per  cent.  City  of  Chicago  bond  for  .  .  .  500.00 
Two  5  per  cent.  County  of  Du  Page  bonds  for  $500 

each 1,000.00 

One  4  per  cent.  Village  of  Evanston  bond  for  .  .  500.00 
One  8  per  cent.  Mortgage  note  of  Isabel  Pierce  of 

Terre  Haute,  Ind    * 500.00 

Two  5  per  cent.  Orville  Township  bonds  (Road)  of 

$500  each 1,000.00 

$4,000.00 

There  has  been  collected  on  above  bonds  $50  interest  since  date  of 
this  report,  and  which  was  due  August  1.  There  is  also  one  year's  inter- 
est due  on  mortgage  note. 

Albert  M.  Herr,  Treasurer. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Directors  subsequently  held,  the  following  offi- 
cers were  elected  for  the  ensuing  year  :     President,  J.  M.  Jordan,  of  St. 
Louis,  Mo. ;  Vice-President,  Joseph  Heacock,  of  Wyncote,  Pa.;  Secre- 
tary, John  G.  Esler,  of  Saddle  River,  N.  J. ;  Treasurer,  Albert  M.  Herr 
of  Lancaster,  Pa. 

The  Directors  instructed  the  Secretary  to  levy  an  assessment  on  the 
15th  of  April,  1896,  unless  circumstances  required  that  the  same  be 
levied  at  an  earlier  date. 

Adjourned. 


LIST  OF  MEMBERS  FOR  189^-96. 


Armstrong,  Robt.,  Mountain  View, 

Santa  Clara  Co. 
Berger,  Mrs.  H.  H.,  San  Francisco. 
Clack,  Sidney,  Del  Monte  Gardens, 

Monterey. 


CALIFORNIA. 

Sidney  Clack,  Monterey,  Vice-President. 

Edlefsen,    Louis,    Station    A,   East 

Los  Angeles. 
Sievers,   J.    H.,    25   Post    st  ,    San 

Francisco. 


COLORADO. 

Perry  C  Gallup,  Denver,  Vice-President. 


Clarke,  William,  318  E.  Platte  ave., 

Colorado  Springs. 
Gallup,  Perry  C,  Denver. 


Russell,  J.  L.,  Denver. 
Wood,  E.  A., 251  So.  Sherman  ave., 
Denver. 


CONNECTICUT. 

James  Horan,  Bridgeport,  Vire-Presidi  )tt. 


Austin,  Ed.,  Suffield. 

Bindloss,  T.  Palmer,  New  London. 

Champion,  J.  N.,  New  Haven. 

Dallas,  A.,  32  Union  st.,Waterbury. 

English,  E.  S.,  Pomfret. 

Horan,  James,  Bridgeport. 

Ives,  J.  H.,  Danbury. 

Lines,    C.    P.,   23    Beers   St.,   New 

Haven. 
Marchand,  P.,  So.  Manchester. 
O'Hara,  Eugene,  Thompson. 


Reck,  John,  Bridgeport. 

Rowden,  Geo.  H.V  Wallingford. 

Smith,  Jos.  F.,  62  Main  st., Norwich. 

Snow,  W.  J.,  434  Bank  st.,  Water- 
bury. 

Spalding,  John,  New  London. 

Wiard,  F.  S.,  Yalesville. 

Whitehead,  Geo.  B.,  Green's  Farms. 

Whiting,  A.,  Farmington  ave., Hart- 
ford. 


DELAWARE. 


Baylis,  L.  E.,  9th  Ward,  Wilming- 
ton. 


Grant,  Henry,  Penna  ave.,  Wilming- 
ton. 


DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA. 

Philip  Gauges,  Washington,  Vice-President. 


Durfee,  Benj..  Washington. 

Fuller,  Mary,  208  New  Jersey  ave. 
Washington. 

Gauges,  Philip,  Botanic  Garden. 
Washington. 

Gude,  Adolphus,  1224  F  st,,  Wash- 
ington. 

Gude,  Wm.  F.,  1224Fst.,  Washing- 
ton. 

Hitz,  John,  917  R  st.,  N.  W.  Wash- 
ington. j 


Kane,  H.  A.,  care  C.  Strauss  &  Co., 

Washington. 
King,  W.  H.,  Langdon. 
Oliver,    G.    W.,    Botanic    Garden, 

Washington. 
Reynolds,  C.  Leslie,  Botanic  Garden, 

Washington. 
Smith,    W.    R.,    Botanic    Garden, 

Washington. 
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FLORIDA. 


Shepard,  W.  O.  II..  Pensacola. 


Guien,  A..  148;;  Broad  St.,  Augusta 
Oelschig,  A.  C,  Savannah. 


GEORGIA. 

Wachendorf,  Ed..  Atlanta. 


ILLINOIS. 
Alexander  Newett,  Jr.,  Chicago,  Vice-President. 


Anthony,  J.  T.,  Chicago. 

Bassett,  O.  P.,  Hinsdale. 

Buckbee,  H.  W.,  Rockford. 

Buettner,  Emil,  Park  Ridge. 

Chadwick,  W.  H.,  402  Rialto,  Chi- 
cago. 

Franks,  Thomas,  Champaign. 

Geutemann,  C.  F.  W.,  Quincy. 

Grant,  G.  L.,  322  Dearborn  St., 
Chicago. 

Guy,  E.  W.,  Bellville. 

Hay,  Chas.  E..  Springfield. 

Heller,  J.  A.,  1117  North  8th  St., 
Quincy. 

Kanst,  Fred,  South  Park,  Chicago. 

Kennicott,  F.,  34  Randolph  st., 
Chicago. 

King,  F.  J.,  Ottawa. 

Klehm,  Geo.,  Arlington  Heights. 

Murray,  J.  C,  Peoria. 


Newett,  Alex.,  Jr.,  22d  and  Millard 
ave.,  Chicago. 

Phelps,  H.  L.,  Springfield. 

Ringier,  Arnold,  10  No.  Clark  St., 
Chicago. 

Rudd,  W.  N.,  Mt.  Greenwood. 

Rupp,  N.  J.,  297-307  Hawthorne 
ave.,  Chicago. 

Silliman,  Mrs  I.  C,  118  Og  Jen  ave., 
Chicago. 

Smyth,  W.  J.,  270  31st  St.,  Chicago. 

Stromback,  C,  Lincoln  Park,  Chi- 
cago. 

Thorpe,  Johu,  Chicago. 

Vaughau,  J.  C,  S4-86  Randolph  St., 
Chicago. 

Washburn,  Andrew,  Bloomington. 

Weinhoeber,  E.,  417  Elm  st.,  Chi- 
cago. 

Wilson,  Jas.  S.,  care  J.  C.  Vaughan, 
Chicago. 


INDIANA. 
J.  A.  Evans,  Richmond,  Vice-President. 


Baur,  Alfred,  Richmond,  Ind. 
Bertermann,  John.  Indianapolis. 
Bertermann,    William    G.,   Indian- 
apolis. 
Carmody,  J.  D..  Evansville. 
Coles,  W.  W.,  Kokomo. 
Dorner,  Fred.,  Lafayette. 


Dorner,  Fred.,  Jr.,  Lafayette. 
Evans,  J.  A.,  Richmond. 
Heinl,  John  G.,  Terre  Haute. 
Hill,  E.  Gurney,  Richmond. 
Reiman,  Mrs.  W.  A.,  Vincennes. 
Wiegand,  A.,  7th  and  Illinois  sts. 
Indianapolis. 


IOWA. 
Judson  A.  Kramer,  Marion,  Vice-President. 


Barr,  F.  D.,  Davenport. 
Bahr,  F.  G.,  Davenport. 
Bills,  F.  L.,  Davenport. 
Greene,  W.,  Box  58,  Davenport. 
Harkett,  W.  A.,  Dubuque. 
Kemble,  W.  E.,  Oskaloosa. 


Kramer,  Judson  A..  Marion. 
Laisle,  Christ.  Keokuk. 
Rennison,  J.  C.,  Sioux  City. 
Rennison,  W.  S  ,  Sioux  City. 
Temple,  J.  T.,  Davenport. 
Wilcox,  J.  F.,  Council  Bluffs. 


Coventry,  M.  J.,  Fort  Scott. 


KANSAS. 

Whitcomb,  A..  Lawrence. 
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KENTUCKY. 
Jacob  Schultz,  Louisville,  Vice-President. 


Runnier,  Aug.  K..  Louisville. 

Bell.  W.   S. 7  23  East  Short  street, 

Lexington. 
Coeneu,  Jos.,  Louisville. 
Hobbs.  E.  C,  Anchorage. 


Moulder,  Geo.  B.,  Lily  Park,  Smith's 

Grove. 
Power,  E.,  Frankfort. 
Robinson,  Alex.  G.,  Louisville. 
Schultz,   Jacob,   C>06  Fourth    ave., 

Louisville. 


LOUISIANA. 
Uriah  J.  VIRGIN,  New  Orleans. 


Vice-President. 


Eblen,    John,    Hurst    street,    New- 
Orleans. 
Ma  it  re,  B.,  New  Orleans. 


Vignez,  L.,  108  White  street,  New 

Orleans. 
Virgin,  Uriah  J.,  New  Orleans. 


MAINE. 
Albert   Dirwanger,  Portland.  Vice-President. 


Dirwanger,  Albert,  Portland. 
Dirwanger,  Joseph  A.,  Portland. 
Mahoney,  George  L.,  Saco. 


Moses,  F.  H.,  Bucksport. 

Wallace,  Alexander,    136    Vaughan 
St.,  Portland. 


MARYLAND. 
E.  A.  Seidewitz,  Baltimore,  Vice-President. 


Bester,    Henry  A.,  36  E.  Baltimore 

st.,  Hagerstown. 
Bester,  William,  205    So.   Potomac 

St.,  Hagerstown. 
Burger.  Fred.  G.,  1128  Greenmount 

ave.,  Baltimore. 
Cook,  John,  318  North  Charles  st., 

Baltimore. 
Donn,  John,  1st  Toll  Gate,  Harford 

road,  Baltimore. 


Feast,  C.  F..  Baltimore. 
Holzapfel,  Henry,  Jr.,  Hagerstown. 
Millman,  F.  X.,   Green  st.   station, 

Cumberland. 
Rodgers,  Jas.  G.,  Jr.,  Govanstown. 
Seidewitz,  E    A.,  36  W.  Lexington 

St.,  Baltimore. 
Vincent,  K.,  Jr.,  White  Marsh  P.O.. 

Baltimore  Co. 


MASSACHUSETTS. 
John  White,  Pittsfleld,  and  J.  W.  Manning,  Jr.,  Reading,  Vice-Presidents. 

Adams,  C.  Thompson,  West   Med- 

way. 
Aiken,  M.,  Springfield. 
Anderson,     George     M.,    Wayside 

Farm,  Milton. 
Barker,  J.  G.,  Jamaica  Plain. 
Becker,  Frank,  Cambridge. 
Betts,  Chas.  E.,  Worcester. 
Bock,  W.  A.,  North  Cambridge. 
Brague,  L.  B.,  Hinsdale. 
Breed,  E.  W.,  Clinton. 
Cameron,   Robt.,   Botanic   Garden, 

Cambridge. 
Clapp,  E.  B.,  175  Boston  st.,  South 

Boston. 
Comley,  James,  Lexington. 
Cook,  H.  A.,  Shrewsbury. 


Cotter,  Lawrence,  Dorchester. 

Cox,  Thomas  A.,  Olney  st.,  Dor- 
chester. 

Dawson,  Jackson,  Jamaica  Plain. 

Donohue,  J.  E.,  Lenox. 

Doyle,  W.  E.,  43  Tremont  street, 
Boston. 

Edgar,  William  W.,  Waverley. 

Elliott,  W.  H.,  Brighton. 

Ewell,  Warren.  382  Wayland  street, 
Roxbury. 

Fewkes.  A.  H..  Newton  Highlands. 

Finality.  Martin,  Lenox. 

Fisher,  David,  Montvale. 

Fisher,  Sewall,  Framingham. 

Forbes,  A.  B..  Bvfield. 

Fuller,  J.,  Leominster. 
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MASSACHUSETTS  —  Continued. 


Gifford,  Noah.  New  Bedford. 
Goodell,  L.  W.,  Dwight. 
Griffin.  Wm.,  Lenox. 
Gainevan,  D.  H..  Beverly. 
Harris,  F.  L.,  Wellesley. 
Hews.  A.  H..  North  Cambridge. 
Hoss,  J.  F.,  Veutfort  Hall,  Lenox. 
Junkins,  Geo.  S.,  Lawrence. 
Knapp,  W.  H..  Newtonville. 
Lange,  H.  F.  A.,  Worcester. 
Loveless.  Alfred  J.,  Lenox,  Box  45. 
Mann.  Mary  S.,  Florence. 
Manning.  A.  C,  Heading. 
Manning,  J.  W.,  Jr.,  Reading. 
Manning,  W.  H..  Brookline, 
Mathiesou.  Fred  R..  Waltham. 
Maynard,  Prof.  S.  T..  Amherst. 
McCarthy,  N.  F.,  84  Hawley  street, 

Boston. 
McCarthy.  T.  F..  7  Province  court 

Boston. 
McCormack.  J.  J..   203   Adams  st., 

Maiden. 
Messenger.  Geo.,  East  Brookfield. 
Meyer,  J.  C,  13  Otis  St.,  Boston. 
Miller,  James  L.,  832  Western  ave., 

Lvnu. 
Molloy,  William  F.,  Wellesley. 
Montgomery.  Alexander.  Natick. 


Montgomery.    Alexander    W.,    Jr.. 

Natick 
Murdock,  H.  L..  West  Gardiner. 
Newman,  J.  R  ,  Winchester. 
Nicholson,  William,  Framinsham. 
Norton,    M.    H.,    Hotel    Berkeley, 

Boston. 
Oliver,  John,  Lowell. 
Ormsby.  E.  A.,  Melrose. 
Parker,  Geo.  L.,  Dorchester. 
Pa-ell,  F.  H.,  New  Bedford. 
Patten,  Marcellus  A.,  Lowell. 
Pierce,  William,  232  Union  street, 

New  Bedford. 
Robinson.  Wm.,  North  Easton. 
Spooner.  W.  H.,  Jamaica  Plain. 
Stewart,  William  J.,  67  Bromfield 

St.,  Boston. 
Sutherland   Geo.  A.,  67  Bromfield 

st.,  Boston. 
Warburton,    C,     81    New    Boston 

Road,  Fall  River. 
Welch  D.,  2  Beacon  st.,  Boston. 
Welch,  E.  J.,  2  Beacon  St.,  Boston. 
Welch  P.,  2  Beacon  st.,  Boston. 
Wheeler,  W.  L.,  Berlin. 
White,  John,  Pittsfleld. 
Whitnev,  Chas.  A.,  Upton. 
Wood,  E.   M.,  Natick. 
Zirngiebel,  D..  Needham. 


MICHIGAN. 
Elmer  D.  Smith.  Adrian.  Vice-Presidmt. 


Balsley.  Harry.  Detroit. 

Boehme,  A..  45  Fountain  st.,  Battle 
Creek. 

Breitmeyer,  J.,  Detroit. 

Gunson,  Thos.,  Agricultural  Col- 
lege, P.  O.,  Michigan. 

Reshore,  F.  H.,  Donagiac. 


Smith.  Elmer  D.,  Adrian. 

Taplin,    Stephen,   930  Fort  street, 

Detroit. 
Trine,  D.  W.,  Agricultural  College 

P.  O.,  Michigan. 
Van  Bochove.  J.  R..  Kalamazoo. 


MINNESOTA. 

A.  S.  Swansox.  St.  Paul,  Vice-President. 
Busch,  Fred.,  Richfield.  I      Swanson,   A.    S.,    117  Endicott  ar- 


May,  L.  L..  St.,  Paul. 
Nagel,  E.,  188  West  Lake  St.,  Min- 
neapolis. 


cade,  St.  Paul. 
Wunder,  John,  Winona. 


MISSOURI. 
R.  F.  Tesson,  St.  Louis,  Vice-President 
Bruenig,  F.,  1945  Gravois  ave.,  St. 


Louis. 
Brown.  D.  S..  2212  De  Kalb  street, 

St.   Louis. 
Brown,  R.  S.,  Box  99.  Kansas  City. 


Connon.  Charles,  2742  Olive  street, 

St.  Louis. 
Fillmore,  F.  J.,   Nebraska  avenue, 

South  St.  Louis. 
Jordan,  J.    M.,    706  Olive  St.,   St. 

Louis. 


APPENDIX. 


MISSOURI 

Juengel,  Chas  A.,   1841  South  Linn 

St.,  St.  Louis. 
Kellogg,  Geo.  M.,  Pleasant  Hill. 
Koenig,   J.,    6471   Florissant    ave., 

St.  Louis. 
Michel,  E.  H.,  Magnolia  and  Tower 

Grove  ave.,  St.  Louis. 
Mische,  Emil,  Mo.  Botanic  Garden, 

St.  Louis. 
Ostertag,  F.  W.,  St.  Louis. 
Quinn,  Edward,  Springfield. 
Rau.R.  G.,  St.  Joseph. 
Schray,  Emile,  4101  Penna.  avenue, 

St.  Louis. 


Continued. 
Schray,  Win,,  4101  Penna.  avenue. 

St.  Louis. 
Stuppy,  L.  J.,  St.  Joseph. 
Tesson,  R.  F.,   West  Forest  Park, 

St.  Louis. 
Trelease,      Prof.     Win.,     Missouri 

Botanic  Garden,  St.  Louis. 
Waldbart,  Alexander,  3538  Chestnut 

st.,  St.  Louis. 
Weber,  F.    C,  3134  Olive   st.,  St. 

Louis. 
Wors,  C.  W.,  313  No.  Leffiingwell 

ave.,  St.  Louis. 
Young,  Henry,   1406  Olive  st.,  St. 

Louis. 


MONTANA. 
Edmonds,  Frederick,  Great  Falls. 

NEBRASKA. 

Donaghue.  A.,   1514  Dodge  street,  Hesser,  W.  J.,  Plattsmouth. 


Omaha 


NEW   HAMPSHIRE. 
Benj.  Chase,  Jr.,  Derry,  Vice-President. 


Buxton,  Geo.  C,  Nashua. 
Chase,  Benj.,  Jr.,  Derry. 
Hoitt,  C.  W.,  Nashua. 


Paterson,  Robert,  care  Hon.  Frank 

Jones,  Portsmouth. 
Stacy,  A.  H.,  Portsmouth. 


NEW  JERSEY. 


E.  Leuly,  West  Hoboken,  and  Peter  MacDoxald,  Summit,  Vice-Presidents. 


Asmus,  Ernst,  West  Hoboken. 
Asmus,  Ernst  A.,  Short  Hills. 
Asmus,  Rudolph,  New  Durham. 
Atkins,  F.  L.,  Short  Hills. 
Boddington,  A.  T.,  Short  Hills. 
Boehler,  Oscar,  W.  Hoboken. 
Bonn,  F.,  Weehawken. 
Bunyard,  Alfred,  Short  Hills. 
Butterback,  N.,  Oceanic. 
Coddington,  L.  B.,  New  Providence. 
Davis.  J.  A.,  Jersey  City. 
Dressel,  F.,  Weehawken. 
Du  Rie,  W.  B.,  Rahway. 
Edwards,    Devoux    B  ,    170   South 

Carolina  ave.,  Atlantic  City. 
Edwards.  Theo.  E.,  Bridgeton. 
Eisele,  J.  D.,  Riverton. 
Eisele,    W.    G.,    Cedar   ave.,  Long 

Branch. 
Esler,  Andrew,  Saddle  River. 
Esler,  John  G.,  Saddle  River 
Fischer,  Chas.  L.,  Atlantic  City. 
Goble,  F.  C,  Verona. 
Green,   J.   S.,  Morristown,    Morris 

County. 
Hulsebosch,  A.,  Englewood. 
Lager,  John  E.,  Short  Hills. 


Leonard,  J.  H.,  Iona. 

Leuly,  E.,  West  Hoboken. 

MacDonald,  Peter,  Summit. 

Macrorie,  D.,  Short  Hills. 

McMahon,  Frank,  Seabright. 

Manda,  Joseph  A.,  Jr.,  South 
Orange. 

Manda,  W.  A.,  South  Orange. 

May,  J.  N.,  Summit. 

Moore,  Frank  L.,  Chatham. 

Mott,  Walter,  Riverton. 

Nash,  S.  C,  Clifton,  Passaic  Co. 

O'Mara,  P.,  Grand  St.,  Jersey  City. 

Ouwerkerk,  P.,  206  Cambridge  ave., 
Jersey  City. 

Roehrs,  Julius,  Carlton  Hill. 

Saling,  William,  Rahway. 

Steinhoff,  Herman  C,  West  Ho- 
boken* 

Strohlein,  George  A  ,  Riverton. 

Tricker,  William,  Riverton. 

Troy,  J.  H  ,  Short  Hills. 

Turner,  Wm.,  137  Berkeley  ave., 
Orange. 

Turnley,  C.  William,  Haddonfield. 

Wight;  W.  P.,  Madison. 
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NEW  YORK. 
Michael  Barker,  Ithaca,  and  Frkd.  Keller,  Bay  Ridtje,  Vice-Presidents. 


Allen,  C.  H  ,  Floral  Park. 

Allen,  R.  VV.,  Hudson. 

Anderson.     Wm.,     255    Vanderbilt 

ave. ,  Brooklyn. 
Armitage,   Chas.,   233   Mercer    St., 

New  York. 
Asraus,  Geo.,  479  Main  St.,  Buffalo. 
Bailey,  L.  H.,  Cornell  University, 

Ithaca. 
Barker,     M.,     Cornell    University, 

Ithaca. 
Barry,  William  C.,  Rochester. 
Bennett,  George  E.,  Flatbush. 
Bennett, VV.  G.,466  6th  ave.,  Brook- 
lyn. 
Bonfield,  Walter,  Little  Falls. 
Burns,  Alexander  S.,  Woodside. 
Bussard,  Henri,  248  New  Main  St., 

Yonkers. 
Butler,  Chris.,  Bayside. 
Carman,  R.  W.,  Flushing. 
Childs,  J.  Lewis,  Floral  Park. 
Clark,  Jas.,  Oyster  Bay. 
Cooke,  Thos.  N.,  White  Plains. 
Cottam,  George  T.  N.,  44  Pine  St., 

New  York. 
Cowell,  J.  F.,  Botanic  Garden,  Buf- 
falo. 
Dailledouze,  Eugene,  Flatbush. 
Dailledouze,  Henry,  Flatbush. 
Dailledouze,  Paul,  Flatbush. 
Dean,  James,  Bay  Ridge. 
De   La   Mare,   A.    T.,   Rhinelander 

Building,  New  York. 
Devoy,  Peter  T.,  Poughkeepsie 
Dihm,    William,    64    W.    125th   St., 

New  York. 
Dingwall.  John,  Troy  road,  Albany. 
Don,  A.  L.,  114  Chambers  St.,  New 

York. 
Donaldson,  John,  Newtown,  Long 

Island. 
Drawiel,  C.  F.,  433  5th  ave.,  South 

Brooklyn. 
Dudley,  Miss  H.  E.,  Bath. 
Dunbar,  J.,  Rochester. 
Eckard,  Geo.,  321  E.  North  street, 

Buffalo. 
Eger,    William   C,   825  Union  st., 

Schenectady. 
Falconer,  William,  Glen  Cove. 
Florey,  James,  Medina. 
Foley,  J.  J.,  226  Bowery,  New  York. 
Fotherinsham,  John  R.,  Irvington- 

on-Hudson. 
Friday,  Louis.  Schenectady. 
Gibbons,  H.  W.,  233  Mercer  street, 

New  York. 


Gindra,  David,  Poughkeepsie. 
Goldring,  Frederick,   18  No.    Pearl 

St.,  Albany. 
Goldring,  Samuel,  18  No.  Pearl  St., 

Albany. 
Griffin,  Thos.,  Westbury  Sta.,  L.  I. 
Grupe,  J.  W.   H.,   128  Wall  street, 

Schenectady. 
Haines,  E.  C,  Bedford  Station. 
Hammond,  Benjamin,  Fishkill. 
Harmon,  H.  W.,  Darien. 

Henderson,  Alfred,  35-37  Cortlandt 
St.,  New  York. 

Henderson,     Charles,    35-37    Cort- 
landt st..  New  York. 

Hendrick,  James,  Albany. 

Henshaw,  Samuel,  W.  New  Brigh- 
ton, S.  Island. 

Herendeen,  F.  A.,  Geneva. 

Hewson,  C.  J.,  1673  Abbott  road, 
Buffalo. 

Herrmann,  A.,  404-412  E.  34th  St., 
New  York. 

Hillman,  G.  W..  Jr.,  Flushing. 

Hodum,  John, 29  Olive  St., Brooklyn. 

Hoffman,  E.  M.,  Elmira. 

Holley,  E.,  Hudson. 

Horan,  E.  C,  34  West  29th  street, 
New  York. 

Ingram,  David,   96   Spring  St.,  As- 
toria. 

Jansen,  Ed.,  124  West  19th  St.,  New 
York. 

Johnson,  Mrs.  Fred.  H.,  45  Whitney 
ave.,  Olean. 

Joosten,    C.   H.,   36   Dey   st.,  New 
York. 

Kastin?,  W.  F.,  495  Washington  st., 
Buffalo. 

Katoll,    Fred,    121    Linwood    ave., 
Buffalo. 

Keller,  Fred,  Bav  Ridge. 

Keller,  J.  M.,  Bay  Ridge. 

Keppler,  M.,E.  Williamsburgh,  L.I. 

Koffman,  E.,  Walden,  Orange  Co. 

Krick,     W.     C,     1287     Broadway, 
Brooklyn. 

Kromback,  Charles,  181  25th  street, 
Brooklyn. 

Kromlick,    S.   J.,  479  Main   street, 
Buffalo. 

Langjahr,    A.    H.,    19    Boerum   pi., 
Brooklyn. 

Loeben,  Richard,  Hollis,  L.  I. 

Lone:,  D.  B.,  495  Washington  st., 
Buffalo. 

Luther,  John  F..  Winchester. 

Lynch,  M.  J.,  Poughkeepsie. 
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NEW  YORK  —  Continued. 


Mackay,  Andrew,  .Monroe. 
Mansfield,  Thos.,  Lockport. 
Marc,  C.  J.,  Woodside. 
Mathews,  Win..  Utica. 
McMillan,  William,  Buffalo. 
Meissner,  P.  Bruno,  Flatbush. 
Mellls,  D.  V..  Flatbush. 
Mepstead,  K..  Buffalo. 
Merwin,  K.    L.,   88  Wall   st..   New 

York. 
Millang,   Frank,    ins    East  34th  St., 

New  York. 
Milliot,  F.  Mrs..  Yonkers. 
Miller,  Andrew,  Brooklyn. 
Miller,  A.  L.,  Sta.  E.,  Brooklyn. 
Milley,  W.  B..   Buffalo. 
Newbrand,  E.  W..  Tarrytown. 
Newbrand,  H.  ('..  Tarrytown. 
Nilsson,  William.    Woodlawn,  New 

York. 
Palmer,  W.  J.,  30G  Main  St.,  Buffalo 
Palmer,  W.  J.,  Jr.,  306   Main  St., 

Buffalo. 
Penman,   J.  Arnot,    7   Warren   st  , 

New  York. 
Pierson,  F.  R.,  Tarrytown. 
Pierson,  Paul  M.,  Scarborough. 
Plumb,  Wm.,  Oyster  Bay. 
Powell,  I.  L.,  Millbrook. 
Quinlan,  P.  R.,  Syracuse. 
Rath,  H.  C,  Flushing. 
Rawsou,  G.  P.,  Elmira. 
Roberts,  D.  H..  418-420  W.  Broad- 
way, New  York 
Roehrs,  Theo.,  Ill  W.  30th  street, 

New  York. 
Rolker,  Auj£.,    106   Liberty   street, 

New  York. 
Rolker,  Jos.  E.,  136-138  W.  24th  St., 

New  York. 
Rolker,  Winfried,   136-138  W.  24th 

St..  New  York. 
Rose,  Adolph,  Niagara  Falls. 
Schaefer,  Louis  H.,  404  E.  34th  St., 

New  York. 
Schmutz,  L.,  Flatbush. 
Schwake,  Chas.,  404  E.  34th  street, 

New  York. 
Schweinfurth,  F.,  Bronxyille. 
Scott,  Phillip.  479  Main  St.,  Buffalo. 
Scott,  William,  479  Main  St.,  Buf- 
falo. 


Scott,  W.  B.,  Buffalo. 

Sexton,  S.  B  .  Hyde  Park. 
Shanley,   James,   216  25th    street, 

Brooklyn. 
Shaw,  J.  Austin.  926  Fulton  street, 

Brooklyn. 
Sheridan,  W.  F.,  32  W.  30th  street, 

New  York. 
Shuphelt,  R.  E.,  Chatham. 
Siebrecht,  H.  A.,  New  Rochelle. 
Siebrecht,  W.  H..  Astoria. 
Sill,  B.  F.,  116  Main  St.,  Astoria. 
Small,  Archie,  1153  Broadway,  New 

York. 
Smith,  John,  Bay  side. 
Steffens.  N.,  335  East  21st  st.,  New 

York. 
Stiles.    W.    A..    Tribune    Building, 

New  York. 
Storm,  F.  A.,  Bayside. 
Swan,  W.  L  ,  Oyster  Bay. 
Sykes,  G.,  New  York  Ci'ty. 
Taylor,  J.  H.,  Bayside. 
Thorne,  Samuel,  71  Wall  st. ,  New 

York. 
Thrall,  A.  L.,  Jamestown. 
Wadley.  A.,  409  5ta  ave.,  New  York. 
Wallace,  Alex.,  Rhinelander  Build- 
ing, New  York. 
Ward,  C.  W.,  Queens. 
Weathered,   C.  B.,   143  Centre  st., 

New  York. 
Weeber,  C.  G.,   114   Chambers   st., 

New  York. 
Weimar,  E.  W..  Mt.  Vernon. 
Weir,  Fred.,  Bay  Ridge,  L.  I. 
Weir,  John  R.,  324  Fulton   street, 

Brooklyn. 
Wincott,    Wm..    Efliugham    Park, 

Babylon. 
Withers,  J.  W.,  Rhinelander  Build- 
ing, New  York. 
Wollmers,  A.,  215  and  217  25th  st., 

Brooklyn. 
Wood,  Joseph,  Spring  Valley. 
Wood,  L.  E.,  FishkilL 
Young,  Thomas,  Jr.,  43  West  28th 

st  ,  New  York. 
Zeller,  Alfred,  Flatbush,  L.  I. 
Zeller,  Charles,  Flatbush. 
Zeller,  Emil,  Flatbush. 


NORTH  CAROLINA. 

J.  W.  C.  Deacke,  Asheville,  Vice-President. 


Bush,  Ernest  J.,  Morgan  ton. 
Deacke,  Mrs.  J.   B.,   324   Charlotte 
St.,  Asheyille. 


Deacke,  J.  W.  C,  Asheville. 
Rehder,  Wm.,  Wilmington. 


AITENDIX. 


OHIO. 

Charles  Erhardt,  Cleveland,  and  E.  G.  Gili.ett,  Cincinnati,  Vice- 
Presidents. 


Altick,  H.   M..    1 128  No.    Main  St., 

Dayton. 
Baldwin,  A.  J.,  Newark. 
Bartels.  F.  C.  care  J.  M.    Gasser, 

Cleveland. 
Bayer.  Geo.,  Toledo. 
Beck,     Chas.,     National     Military 
Home,  Montgomery  Co.,  box  221. 
Bissed,  Edw.  C..  Dayton. 
Bolanz,  E.  Julius.  206  Wooster  ave., 

Akron. 
Bolanz,  Fred,  Akron. 
Bonsai,  J.  E.,  Salem. 
Brown,  Chas.,  Canton. 
Bunyard,  H.  A.,  Cleveland. 
Carr,    L.    H.,    Lake  wood    Hamlet, 

Cleveland. 
Charlesworth,   D.,   774   Doane    St., 

Cleveland. 
Cushman,  E.  H.,  Euclid. 
Erhardt,  Charles,  358  Erie  avenue, 

Cleveland. 
Fassett,  J.  A..  Ashtabula. 
Gaskill,    G.    \Y.,    212    No.    Toledo 

ave.,  Warren 
Gasser,  J.   M..    101   Euclid   avenue, 

Cleveland. 
George,  Robert,  Painesville. 
Giesy,  E.  H.,  Locklaud. 
Gillett.  E.  G..  Cincinnati. 
Graham,    Adam,    East   End    P.  0., 

Cleveland. 
Hagenburger,  C,  Mentor. 
Hart,  H.  A.,   1262-1272  Detroit  St., 

Cleveland. 
Heinl,  George   A.,  337  Summit  St., 

Toledo. 
Heiss,  J.  B..  Dayton. 
Hippard,  E..  Youngstown. 


Huntsman.  Frank.  Race  and  6th 
sts.,  Cincinnati. 

Imlay.  John  D.,  Zanesville 

Joseph,  Miss  Rosa,  Pataskala. 

Knopf,  Albert,  Columbus. 

Kramer,  L.  R..  "Wooster. 

Lamborn,  Lerov  L  .  Alliance. 

McCullogh,  J.  Chas..  2d  and  Walnut 
sts  ,  Cincinnati. 

Mull,  John,  Dayton. 

Murphy.  R.  J.,  Box  361,  Station  F. 
Price  Hill,  Cincinnati 

Murphy,  Wm.,  Station  F..  Cincin- 
nati. 

Pentecost,  S.  N.,  707  Republic  St., 
Cleveland. 

Ritter,  F.  W.,  Sr.,  435  W.  North 
ave..  Dayton. 

Ritter,  Herman  H.,  435  W.  North 
ave.,  Davton. 

Rock,  W.  L..'l01  Euclid  ave.,  Cleve- 
land. 

Schmitt,  A.,  Gleuville. 

Suder,  Mrs.  E.,  304  Summit  street, 
Toledo. 

Sunderbruch,  H.  L.,  200-i  4th  St., 
Cincinnati. 

Urig.  Jos.  A.,  Alliance. 

Wagoner,  A.  J.,  Van  Wert. 

Warder,  R.  H..  Supt.  of  Parks. 
Cincinnati 

Wilson,  Mrs.  Ella  Giant,  606  Jen- 
nings ave.,  Cleveland. 

Wilson,  J.  W.,  Cleveland. 

Witterstaetter,  Richard,  Sedams- 
ville. 

Witthuhn,  Fred,  cor.  Pearl  st.,  and 
Dover  ave.,  Cleveland. 


PENNSYLVANIA. 
Fred.  Burki,  Bellevue,  and  Jos.  Seacock,  Wyucote.  Vice-Presidents. 


Albrecht.  John,  West  Laurel  Hill, 
Pencoyd  P.  0. 

Anderson,  George,  5230  Woodland 
ave  ,  Philadelphia. 

Bader,  John,  Allegheny. 

Baker.  Phebe,  A.,  Media. 

Baker,  W.  J.,  1430  So.  Penn.  sq., 
Philadelphia. 

Ball,  Charles  D.,  Holmesburg. 

Ball,  Lemuel,  Wissinoming,  Phila- 
delphia. 

Barclay,  John,  Care  John  Gardiner 
£  Co.,  Philadelphia. 

Barr.  B.  F.,  Lancaster. 


Battles,  H.  H.,  108  So.  12th  street, 

Philadelphia. 
Bayersdorfer.  Harry,  56  North  4th 

st.,  Philadelphia. 
Beam,    David,    Bala    P.    (>.,    near 

Philadelphia. 
Beatty,  H.  B.,  Oil  City. 
Becker,  H.  H.,  Oak  Lane,  Station 

A.  Philadelphia. 
Becker,  Jacob,  52d  and  Market  sts., 

Philadelphia. 
Beckert,  Theodore  F.,  Glenfleld. 
Bennett,    A.   W..    Supt.    of    Parks, 

Pittsburgh. 
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Berkowitz,  Paul,  56  North  4th  St., 

Philadelphia. 
Berry,  Robt.  E.,  Edgely,  Bucks  Co. 
Bieler,  C.  W.,  Allegheny. 
Blanc,  A.,  314  North  11th  St.,  Phil- 
adelphia. 
Bonnafon,  A.  L.,  1405  Filbert  St., 

Philadelphia. 
Bryfogle.  W.  C,  Bloomsburg. 
Burke,   Geo.   W.,  Dept.   of   Parks, 

Pittsburgh. 
Burki,  Fred.,  Bellevue  Post  Office, 

Allegheny  County. 
Burpee,  W.  Atlee,  5th  and  Willow 

sts.,  Philadelphia. 
Burton,  John,  Chestnut  Hill,  Phila- 
delphia. 
Butz,  Geo.  C,  State  College,  Centre 

Co. 
Butz,  William  T.,  New  Castle. 
Campbell,  Edw  ,  Ardmore. 
Candy,  Tnos.  D.,  Langhorn. 
Carr,  Geo.  W.,  Kingston. 
Cartledge,  Thomas,  1514  Chestnut 

St.,  Philadelphia. 
Clark,  G.  R  ,  14(5  Washington  ave., 

Scrauton. 
Clifl'e,    Walter     R.,     Germantown, 

Philadelphia. 
Conuell,  Benj.,  West  Grove. 
Conneily,  J.  J..  Bryn  Maur. 
Connor,  D.  T.,  Lansdowne. 
Cox,  C.  W.,  Glenside. 
Craig,  Geo.,  211  South  11th  street, 

Philadelphia. 
Craig,  Robert,  49th  and  Market  sts., 

Philadelphia. 
Craig,  W.  P.,  49th  and  Market  sts., 

Philadelphia. 
Crall,  Chas.  S.,  Monongahela. 
Curwen,    John,    Jr.,    Villa    Nova, 

Philadelphia. 
Deyoe,  W.  M.,  Oil  City. 
Dillon,  J.  L.,  Bloomsburg. 
Dorrance,  B.  F.,  Dorranceton. 
Downs,  Alex.,Wissahickon  Heights, 

Chestnut  Hill,  Philadelphia. 
Dreer,  William  F.,  714  Chestnut  St., 

Philadelphia. 
Ebner,  Frank,  Pittsburgh. 
Ehret,  Fred.,  1403  Fairmount  ave., 

Philadelphia. 
Eicholz,  Henry,  Waynesboro. 
Eisele,  C.,  11th  and  Jefferson  sts., 

Philadelphia. 
Eisele,  John  G.,  20th  and   Ontario 

sts.,  Philadelphia. 
Elverson,  W.  H.,  New  Brighton. 
Ely,  Z.  DeForest,  1024  Market  St., 

Philadelphia. 


Evendeu,  Geo.  \\\,  408  East  3d  St., 

Williamsport. 
Fahrenwald,    Adolph,  Wyncote    P. 

O  ,  Mont.  Co. 
Fancourt,  George  E.,  W'ilki'sbarre. 
Farson,  D.  D.  L.,  1414  South  Penn. 

sq.,  Philadelphia. 
Foulds,  Thos.,  Hoyt. 
Fox,  Chas.,  Broad  and  Thompson 

sts.,  Philadelphia. 
Fries,  J.  A.,  Bethlehem. 
Gardner,  J.  G.,  WestConshohocken. 
Gass,    Harry     C,     McClure     ave., 

Allegheny. 
Gass,  S.,  Allegheny. 
Giles,  John  H.,  37  North  10th  St., 

Reading. 
Gunning,  Win.  A..  West  Grove. 
Hageman,    Wm.,  Arch   and   Water 

sts.,  Philadelphia. 
Hahman,     F.,    Harrowgate    Lane, 

Frankford,  Philadelphia. 
Harper,    Wm.    Warner,     Chestnut 

Hill,  Philadelphia. 
Harris,   W.   K.,  Jr.,    55th   st.,   and 

Springfield  ave.,  Philadelphia. 
Harris,    W.  K.,  Sr.,   55th  st.,    and 

Springfield  ave.,  Philadelphia. 
Harry,  Winfield  S.,  Conshohocken. 
Heacock,  Joseph,  Wyncote. 
Herr,   Albert  M.,  P.   O.   Box  338, 

Lancaster. 
Hess.  Chas.  C,  Philipsburg,  Centre 

Co. 
Hoskin,  George  H.,  37  No.  10th  st., 

Reading. 
Hostetter,  E.  P.,  Manheim. 
Hostetter,  J.  M.,  Millersville. 
Jones,  Richard,  Whitford. 
Joyce,  J.  D.,  Philadelphia. 
Kahlert,  C.  W.,  1514  Chestnut  st., 

Philadelphia. 
Kaufmann,  Ernest,  113  No.  4th  st., 

Philadelphia. 
Keller,  Edward,  Norristown. 
Kift,  Joseph,  Westchester. 
Kift,  Robert,  1721  Chestnut  street, 

Philadelphia. 
Killen,  J.  E.,  1917  Fairmount  ave., 

Philadelphia. 
Kirchner,  Conrad,  Philadelphia. 
Kletzly,  J.,  Verona. 
Krebs,  F.  S.,  543  Belgrade  street, 

Philadelphia. 
Krueger,  Augustus,  Meadville. 
Lancer,  Arthur  H.,  Wayne,  Del.  Co. 
Landis,  L.  H.,  Box  344,  Lancaster. 
Larkin,  I.,  Toughkenamon. 
LaRoche,  M.  F.,  13th  and  Chestnut 

sts.,  Philadelphia. 
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Lauch,  Wm.  F.,  Carrick  P.  0., 
Allegheny  Co. 

Loew,  Win..  84  East  St.,  Allegheny. 

Lonsdale,  Edwin,  Chestnut  Hill, 
Philadelphia. 

Lutz.  Aug.,  309  N.  32d  St.,  Phila- 
delphia. 

Machlin,  A.  B..  32  South  3d  street. 
Harrisburg. 
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